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IDOLATRY

Little children, keep
yourselves from
idols. Amen.

1 John 5:21

Our Purpose

“To bumble the pride of man,
to exalt the grace of God in salvation,
and to promote real holiness in beart and life.”
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THE DEFINITION AND
CAUSE OF IDOLATRY

J.C. Ryle (1816-1900)

Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.—1 Corinthians 10:14

demands a thorough and searching investigation. I believe that

idolatry is near us and about us and in the midst of us to a very
fearful extent. The Second Commandment in one word is in peril.
“The plague is begun” (Num 16:46)... I feel that the subject is encom-
passed with many difficulties. Our lot is cast in an age when truth is
constantly in danger of being sacrificed to toleration, charity, and
peace falsely so-called...Truth about idolatry is, in the highest sense,
truth for the times.

I BELIEVE that we have come to a time when the subject of idolatry

Let me, then, supply a definition of idolatry. Let me show what it is.
It is of the utmost importance that we should understand this. Unless
I make this clear, I can do nothing with the subject. Vagueness and
indistinctness prevail upon this point, as upon almost every other in
religion. The Christian who would not be continually running
aground in his spiritual voyage must have his channel well-buoyed
and his mind well-stored with clear definitions.

I say, then, that idolatry is a worship in which the honor due to God
in Trinity and to Him only is given to some of His creatures or to
some invention of His creatures. It may vary exceedingly. It may as-
sume exceedingly different forms, according to the ignorance or the
knowledge, the civilization or the barbarism, of those who offer it. It
may be grossly absurd and ludicrous, or it may closely border on truth
and admit of being most speciously defended...

It is not necessary for a man formally to deny God and Christ in or-
der to be an idolater. Far from it! Professed reverence for the God of the
Bible and actual idolatry are perfectly compatible. They have often gone
side by side, and they still do so. The children of Israel never thought of
renouncing God when they persuaded Aaron to make the golden calf.
“These be thy gods, O Israel,” they said, “which brought thee up out of
the land of Egypt.” And the feast in honor of the calf was kept as “a
feast to the LORD” (Exo 32:4-5)...We should observe [that] the idol
was not set up as a rival to God, but under the pretence of being a



SOUL IDOLATRY EXCLUDES MEN OUT
OF HEAVEN

David Clarkson (c. 1621-1686)

For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor

covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in
the kingdom of Christ and of God.—Ephesians 5:5

is an idolater...Not only the covetous, but the unclean, are

idolaters. For the apostle, who here makes covetousness to be
idolatry, counts voluptuous' persons idolaters also, where he speaks of
some who make their belly their God (Phi 3:19). Indeed, every reign-
ing lust is an idol; and every person in whom it reigns is an idolater.
“The lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life”
(1Jo 2:16), i.e., pleasures, and riches, and honors, are the carnal man’s
trinity, the three great idols of worldly men, to which they prostrate
their souls. And giving that to them which is due only to God, they
hereby become guilty of idolatry... That this may be more evident, that
covetousness, uncleanness, and other lusts are idolatry, let us consider
what it is and the several kinds of it.

Q. COVETOUS man—and the like may be understood of the rest—

Idolatry is...to give that honor and worship to the creature which is
due only to God (Rom 1:25)...Now when this worship is made com-
mon, communicated to other things, whatever they are, we hereby
make them idols and commit idolatry. Now this worship due to God
only is not only given by heathens to their false gods; and by papists to
angels, saints, images, etc.; but also by carnal men to their lusts. For
there is a twofold worship...due only to God, internal and external:

1. External, which consists in acts and gestures of the body. When a
man bows to or prostrates himself before a thing, this is the worship of
the body. And when these gestures of bowing, prostration are used, not
out of a civil, but a religious respect, with an intention to testify divine
honor, then it is worship due only to God.

2. Internal, which consists in the acts of the soul and actions answer-
able thereto. When the mind is most taken up with an object and the
heart and affections most set upon it, this is soul worship; and this is
due only to God. For He being the chief good and the last end of intel-

! voluptuous - given to excessive sensual gratification.



