Answer Key for Students

The Life of Jesus Christ:   Course LC3a
Mount Zion Bible Institute

Lesson 1
Birth and Childhood of Jesus

1.
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John

2.
a.
3 ½ years


b.
Israel [though ruled by the Romans as part of a province in the Roman Empire at the time.]
3.
He is revealed to be the Son of God, the exact image of God.
4.
“…to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” (:16-17)

5.
“He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of his father David:  And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end.” (:32-33)

6.
“The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore that (Holy Child)… shall be called the Son of God.” (:35)

7.
“Thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins.”  (Matthew 1:21)

8.
Personal answer

9.
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is  Christ the Lord.” (:11)


“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” (:14)

10.
“And they came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in the manger.” (:16)


“And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning the child.” (:17)

11.
“And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.” (:18)

12.
a.
“…for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.” (:2)


b.
“…that I may come and ​​​​​worship Him also.” (:8)
13.
a.
Egypt.


b.
“…flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy Him.” (:13)

14.
Nazareth.

15.
a.
He remained behind afterward His family had left the city.


b.
“…they found him in the Temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors [religious teachers], both hearing them, and asking them questions.” (:46)


c.
God the Father


d.
“And He went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them.” (:51)
16.
“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” (:52)
17.
They are confirmation that Jesus truly is the promised Messiah – God’s Son.

Lesson 2
Jesus’ First Year of Ministry

1.
“And Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him:  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’” (:16-17)
2.
“And lo a voice from heaven, saying, ‘This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’” (:17)

3.
The Scriptures (“It is written…”).

4.
Personal answers.

5.
“And looking upon Jesus as He walked, he saith, ‘Behold the Lamb of God!’” (:36)
6.
a.
“And Nathaniel said unto him, ‘Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?’…” (:46)


b.
“Nathaniel …saith unto Him, ‘Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King of Israel!’” (:49)

7.
Yes  “His mother saith unto the servants, ‘Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.’” (:5)

8.
a.
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (:3)

b.
No, because he did not understand the term “born again” at all. He was only able to relate physically, not spiritually!
9.
a.
It is spiritual.


b.
It is the work of God.  He gives us the power to become the sons of God.  (A man cannot cause himself to be “born.”)

10.
a.
“…He gave His only begotten Son…”

b.
Those who believe “should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

11.
a.
“…But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.’” (:13-14)


b.
Because He directly identified the sin in her heart.

c.
“…true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.  God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” (:23-24)

12.
a.
“Jesus saith unto her, ‘I that speak unto thee am He!’” (:26)

b.
The only way is for His claim to be in fact true!

13.
a.
To go and tell others that the Messiah has found us, and to come and see!


b.
“Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard Him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.” (:42)

14.
“And they straightway left their nets, and followed Him.” (:20)
15.
a.
Personal answer.        b.   Personal answer.

Lesson 3
Jesus Ministers in Galilee

1.
a.
“…He entered into the synagogue, and taught.” (:21)


b.
“And they were astonished at His doctrine: for He taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.” (:22)    “And immediately His fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about Galilee.” (:28)

c.
“…And He healed many that were sick of divers diseases.” (:32-34)

2.
1) Jesus taught with authority and His teachings astonished people.  2) He is called, The Holy One of God, and acknowledged as such by the demons.  3) Jesus shows forth His power to heal disease.  4) Jesus shows His power over demons.  (The demons are subject to the authority of Christ.  When Christ says not to speak - they cannot speak, or says to depart - then they depart.)

3.
a.
“…and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.” (:35)


b.
Personal answer.

4.
“…that I may preach there also: for therefore came I forth.’” (:38)

5.
a.
“And Jesus, moved with compassion …” (:41)


b.
Jesus “put forth His hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, ‘I will; be thou clean.’”


c.
“…immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.” (:42)


d.
“But he went out… and they came to Him from every quarter.” (:45)

6.
a.
“… ‘Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.’” (:5)


“I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.’” (:11)


b.
Personal answer, hopefully to include forgiveness of sins.

7.
a.
“But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts…” (:6)    (The Pharisees were also there and objecting - Luke 5:21.)


b.
“But that ye may know that the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins.” (:10)

8.
a.
“…‘Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?’” (:7)


b.
The scribes were right.  Only God can forgive sin.  But they did not see Jesus as God the Son who has the power and authority to forgive sins wholly and completely.


c.
Yes, and rightfully so. (:7,10)

9.
“…before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, ‘We never saw it on this fashion.’”  [In other words, “We never saw anything like this!”] (:12)
10.
He arose (got up and left what he was doing) and followed Jesus. (:14)

11.
“And when the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eat with publicans and sinners…” (:16)

12.
a.
to show men their own deceitful hearts:  that they could not keep the law perfectly.


b.
to be right with God, a person had to keep God’s law AND all of their own additional rules.


c.
men tend to look only on their outward performance, because it appeals to their own pride to somehow perform well, and put God in a position of owing them eternal life (because they have earned it from Him).

13.
a.
“How is it that He eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?” (:16)


b.
“When Jesus heard it, He saith unto them, ‘They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the ‘righteous,’ but sinners to repentance.’” (:17)


c.
Personal answer.


d.
Personal answer, hopefully to include acknowledgment that the student is also a sinner, and that therefore Jesus came for him!

14.
a.
“Seek ye the LORD while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near:  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” (Isaiah 55:6-7)



“I acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD;’ and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.” (Psalm 32:5)

b.
Repentance is a turning to God as one turns from sin.


c.
Personal answer.

Lesson 4
Jesus’ Second Year of Ministry

1.
a.
“And they watched Him, whether He would heal him on the Sabbath day; that they might accuse Him.”


b.
“And the Pharisees went forth, … and straightway took counsel …against Him, how they might destroy Him.” (3:6)

2.
a.
“The sacrifices of God are [1] a broken spirit: a broken and [2] a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”


b.
Personal answer.

3.
a.
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (:3)


b.
“Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.” (:4)


c.
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” (:5)


d.
“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.” (:6)


e.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” (:7)


f.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” (:8)


g.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.” (:9)


h.
“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (:10)



“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake.” (:11)

4.
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” (:17-18)

5.
“except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (:20)

6.
“But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment.” (:21-22)

7.
“But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.” (:27-28)

8.
a.
“No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.  Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” (:24)


b.
“Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, …Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?” (:25)


c.
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (:33)


d.
Personal answer.

9.
“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:  Because strait is the gate, and 1) narrow is the way, which 2) leadeth unto life, and 3) few there be that find it.” (:13-14)
10.
a.
“Not every one that saith unto Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven.” (:21)


b.
“Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not …in Thy name done many wonderful works?’” (:22)


c.
“And then will I profess unto them, ‘I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.’” (:23)
11.
“the people were astonished at His doctrine [teachings]:  For He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” (:28-29)
12.
a.
He acknowledged that Jesus had 1) authority over him, and 2) power to accomplish whatever He would say (i.e., that Jesus was God).


b.
Personal answer.  Faith includes the same elements as submission to authority: 1) it involves voluntarily depending on another to do what you cannot do yourself.  Therefore 2) it acknowledges your own inability while at the same time 3) entrusts the ability of another.  Most importantly, 4) it acknowledges the other’s higher power over your own self.

13.
a.
“And when the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her, and said unto her, ‘Weep not.’” (:13)


b.
He has power to restore to life those who are dead.  Even Death submits to Him.


c.
“And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, ‘That a great prophet is risen up among us;’ and, ‘That God hath visited His people!’” (:16)

d.
Yes.

14.
a.
“‘I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.  Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Thy sight.’” (:25)

b.
“Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.” (:28-29)

c.
Personal answer.

15.
a.
“‘Wherefore I say unto thee, her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.’  And He said unto her, ‘Thy sins are forgiven.’” (:47-48)


b.
“‘Who is this that forgiveth sins also?’” (:49)


c.
“And He said to the woman, ‘Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.’” (:50)


d.
No!

16.
a.
Personal answer.        b.   Personal answer.

17.
“But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.” (:28)

18.
“That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the Day of Judgment.” (:36)
19.
“For as Jonas [Jonah] was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” (:40)
20.
a.
“And He stretched forth His hand toward His disciples, and said, ‘Behold My mother and My brethren!’” (:49)


b.
Jesus said that His true family are those “…whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven” (:50)

21.
a.
Yes:  “…To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.  And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, ‘Abba, Father.’  Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”  (Galatians 4:4-7)


b.
Personal answer.


c.
Suffering – in order to grow us in faith and teach us to trust our Lord no matter what!

Lesson 5
Jesus Teaches and Does Many Miracles

1.
a.
the wayside (path) —“when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the Word that was sown in their hearts.” (:15)


b.
rocky ground —“when they have heard the Word, immediately receive it with gladness;  [But] have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the Word's sake, immediately they are offended.” (:16-17)


c.
thorns —“such as hear the Word,  And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the Word, and it becometh unfruitful.” (:18-19)  [That is, it produces no result!]

d.
good soil —“such as hear the Word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirty-fold, some sixty, and some an hundred.” (:20)

2.
Personal answer.

3.
“Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have.”

4.
a.
“And He arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, ‘Peace, be still.’ And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.” (:39)


b.
“Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?” (:40)


c.
“And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, ‘What manner of Man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?’” (:41)

5.
Personal answer.

6.
“Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.” (:19-20)
7.
Yes, for he said: “…come and lay Thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.” (:23)

8.
“Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.” (:34)

9.
a.
“…He saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, ‘Be not afraid, only believe.’” (:36)


b.
“‘Damsel, I say unto thee, arise.’  And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment.” (:41b-42)

10.
a.
1) teaching by the seaside the parable of the soils;  2) crossed the Sea of Galilee and calmed the great storm;  3) encountered the madman among the tombs and cast out the demons;  4) returned across the sea of Galilee and was confronted by a great crowd;  5) met Jairus and agreed to go to his home;  6) was touched by the woman and healed her;  7) raised Jairus’ daughter back to life!


b.
Personal answer.

11.
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord…”

12.
“This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.” (:21)

13.
“And all they in the synagogue… were filled with wrath,  And rose up, and thrust Him out of the city, and led Him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast Him down headlong.” (:28-30)

14.
“And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me.  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for My sake shall find it.”  (Matthew 10:38-39)
15.
“And Jesus, …was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd...” (:34)

16.
a.
5 loaves and 2 fishes (:41)


b.
5000 (:44)


c.
12 (:43)

17.
“When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take Him by force, to make Him a king, He departed again into a mountain Himself alone.” (John 6:15)

18.
a.
“He departed into a mountain to pray.” (:46)


b.
Personal answer.

19.
a.
“And He went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered.” (:51)


b.
“For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was hardened.” (:52)

20.
a.
“But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid…” (Matthew 14::30)


b.
“…and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, ‘Lord, save me .’”


c.
 “And immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and caught him…” (:31)


d.
“…and said unto him, ‘O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?’”


e.
“…Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped Him, saying, ‘Of a truth Thou art the Son of God.’” (:32-33)
21.
a.
“What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?” (:28)


b.
“This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.” (:29)

22.
a.
“And Jesus said unto them, ‘I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.’” (:35)


b.
“And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life…” (:40)

23.
a.
“The Jews then murmured at Him, because He said, ‘I am the bread which came down from heaven.’” (:41)


b.
“And they said, ‘Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?’” (:42)

24.
They did not believe because God had not given them new hearts!     “No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him…” (:44)       “…except it were given unto him by my Father.” (:65)

25.
a.
“Many therefore of His disciples, …said, ‘This is an hard saying; who can hear it?’” (:60)


b.
“It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” (:63)


c.
“From that time many of His disciples went back, and walked no more with Him.” (:66)

Lesson 6
Jesus Shows His Deity

1.
“For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the elders.” (:3)
2.
“Why walk not Thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders…?” (:5)
3.
a.
“Well hath Esaias [the prophet Isaiah, 29:13] prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoreth Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.” (:6)



“Howbeit in vain do they worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” (:7)

b.
“And He said unto them, ‘Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.’” (:9)

c.
No. (Personal answer.)

4.
“For Moses said, ‘Honor thy father and thy mother…’” (:10)
5.
a.
In order to encourage gifts to them, they completely released the giver from his God-given obligation in the fifth commandment to honor his father and mother.

b.
“Making the Word of God of none effect through your tradition...” (:13)
6.
“And he said, ‘That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts… All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.’” (:20-23)

7.
Personal answer.

8.
“Then came she and worshipped Him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’” (:25)   


She also acknowledged her place of subservience and her trust that He could heal: “…yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table” (:27)
9.
“And [they] were beyond measure astonished, saying, ‘He hath done all things well…’” (:37)
10.
Personal answer.

11.
a.
“And they said, ‘Some say that Thou art John the Baptist: some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.’” (:14)

b.
“And Simon Peter answered and said, ‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.’” (:16)


c.
“Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven.” (:17b)


d.
Personal answer.

12.
a.
“Then Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall not be unto Thee.” (:22)


b.
“But He turned, and said unto Peter, ‘Get thee behind Me, Satan: thou art an offense unto Me: for thou savorest [desire] not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.” (:23)

13.
a.
In verse 24:  “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”


b.
In verse 25:  “For whosoever will save his life [for himself, in the attitude of his heart] shall lose it [spiritually]: and whosoever will lose his life [in the attitude of his heart] for My sake shall find it [spiritually].”


c.
In verse 26:  “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”

14.
a.
Personal answer.


b.
None!  Man is totally in sin – unable to come to a holy and just God.  Jesus is God’s provision for our sins – the perfect sinless sacrifice who paid the penalty for our sins in our place.

15.
a.
God the Father


b.
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him.” (:5)

16.
“And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid.” (:6)

17.
a.
Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (:3)

b.
“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” (:4)

18.
Personal answer, hopefully to include that each person must come to Jesus with a simple trust in Him, like that of a child.  (A little child does not see his own importance, but only his need.)

19.
“For the Son of Man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them.” (:56)
20.
“No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” (:62)

21.
Personal answer.

Lesson 7
Jesus Proclaims His Deity

1.
“The world cannot hate you, but Me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil.” (:7)

2.
a.
“And there was much murmuring among the people” (:12)


b.
“And the Jews marvelled, saying, ‘How knoweth this man letters, having never learned.’” (:15)

3.
“Jesus answered them and said, “My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent Me.” (:16)

4.
a.
“…(He) said unto them, ‘he that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.’” (:7)


b.
They were each one convicted of his own sin, and went out one-by-one, starting with the eldest, down to the last. (:9)

5.
a.
“And Jesus said unto her, ‘Neither do I condemn thee…” (:11a)


b.
“Go, and sin no more.’” (:11b)

6.
“I am the Light of the world, whoever followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” (:12)

7.
a.
“…if you believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” (:24) 

b.
“…I do always those things that please him.” (:29)
8.
a.
“Jesus said unto them, ‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I Am!’” (:58)


b.
“Then took they up stones to cast at Him...” (:59)

9.
a.
He would be a liar.


b.
Yes, because Jesus had spoken plainly 1) about God as His own personal Father, and 2) about being before Abraham, and 3) used the name “I Am” reserved for God alone.  The Jews showed they understood His proclamation when they assumed He was blaspheming and concluded that He deserved death.  (No other crime deserved death on the spot in this way.)


c.
(Personal answer)… NO! – if someone thinks Jesus not to be God when He proclaims Himself to be God, then they must consider Him a liar or terribly deceived; they cannot think Him to be just a “good man.”

10.
“He answered and said, ‘…one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.’”

11.
“Therefore said some of the Pharisees, ‘This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the Sabbath Day.’” (:16)

12.
a.
“These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that He [Jesus] was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue.”  (:22)


b.
“They answered and said unto him, ‘Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us?’ And they cast him out.” (:34)

13.
“If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.” (:33)

14.
a.
Personal answer, hopefully: Yes!


b.
That He came to enable those who could not see Him to see (by faith); and those who thought they could see already (and therefore needed no help from Him), He left in their spiritual blindness. (:39)
15.
a.
Jesus (:11, 14)

b.
All men who call upon Jesus for salvation from their sin.

16.
Jesus is foretelling about His sacrificial death to pay the penalty for our sins on the cross.

17.
Personal answer.
Lesson 8
The Shepherd and His Sheep

1.
“And he answering said, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.’” (:27)

2.
a.
“‘…He that showed mercy on him.’” (:36-37)


b.
“Then said Jesus unto him, ‘Go, and do thou likewise.’” (:37b)

3.
We are commanded to do so, and our neighbor is everyone around us, even those we think are undeserving.

4.
a.
“…Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard His word.” (:39)


b.
“But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to Him, and said, ‘Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.’” (:40)


c.
Mary was looking on the things of eternity – the lasting things, which were needful and good for her.

5.
Personal answer.
6.
“And when the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that He had not first washed before dinner.” (:38)

7.
a.
“Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full of ravening and wickedness.” (:39)


b.
“Ye fools, did not He that made that which is without make that which is within also?” (:40)


c.
“But rather give alms of such things as ye have; and, behold, all things are clean unto you.” (:41)

8.
a.
“But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God...” (:42)



“Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets.” (:43)


b.
“And he said, ‘Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers.’” (:46)



“Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered.” (:52)

9.
“…the scribes and the Pharisees … Laying wait for Him, and seeking to catch something out of His mouth, that they might accuse Him.” (:53-54)

10.
“Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” (:15)

11.
a.
“And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease: eat, drink, and be merry.’” (:19)


b.
“But God said unto him, ‘Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?’” (:20)

12.
a.
Jesus said, “So is he that layeth up treasures for himself, and is not rich toward God.” (:21)


b.
Personal answer.

13.
a.
Jesus said, “…My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” (:26-27)



“And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand…” (:28-29)


b.
“I and My Father are one.” (:30)


c.
“Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him.” (:31)

14.
a.
“Many good works have I showed you from My Father; for which of those works do ye stone Me?” (:32)


b.
No, that He had done them was beyond dispute – they were eye witnesses.

15.
“For a good work we stone Thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that Thou, being a man, makest Thyself God.” (:33)

16.
a.
“…believe the works…” (:37a) That is, “believe that I have in fact done them.”

b.
“…that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.” (:38b)

17.
“…there is joy…over one sinner that repenteth.” (:10)
18.
Heaven would greet the news with joy!
Lesson 9
The Last Months

1.
a.
“Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me.” (:12)


b.
“…the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.” (:13)

2.
a.
“How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!” (:17)


b.
“I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,  and am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.’” (:18-19)

3.
a.
“…his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.” (:20)


b.
“For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” (:24)


c.
Personal answer.

4.
“And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him.” (:28)

5.
a.
“Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends.” (:29)


b.
himself.

6.
Personal answer.

7.
“And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.” (:26)

8.
“And he said unto him, ‘If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.’” (:31)

9.
“Jesus said unto her, ‘I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.’” (:25)

10.
“Yea, Lord: I believe that Thou art the Christ [Messiah], the Son of God, which should come into the world.” (:27)

11.
“…And I knew that Thou hearest Me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that Thou hast sent Me.’” (:41-42)

12.
“And he that was dead came forth!” (:43-44)

13.
a.
No.     “Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, ‘What do we? for this man doeth many miracles.’” (:47)


b.
Personal answer…hopefully, to say “No.”  (The only reason to doubt is if we remain with a hard heart and blinded eyes.)


c.
“If we let Him thus alone, [then] all men will believe on Him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation.” (:48)

14.
a.
“…that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.” (:50-51)


b.
“Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put Him to death.” (:53)

15.
a.
“And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God,  And fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.” (:15-16)


b.
“And He said unto him, ‘Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.’” (:19)

16.
“And He spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others.” (:9)

17.
a.
“The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican [tax-collector].  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.’” (:11-12)   [He is proud and counts his good deeds to earn God’s favor!]


b.
“And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner.’” (:13)   [penitent humility]
18.
“I tell you, this man [the tax-collector] went down to his house justified rather than the other [the Pharisee]: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” (:14)

19.
“Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein.” (:17)

20.
Personal answer, hopefully to include: no self-exaltation, trusting, obedient, teachable, taking the lowest place.

21.
a.
“And Jesus said unto him, ‘Why callest thou Me good? none is good, save One, that is, God.’” (:19)


b.
“And he said, ‘All these have I kept from my youth up.’” (:21)

22.
a.
“Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow Me.” (:22)


b.
“And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich.” (:23)

23.
a.
In his own riches.


b.
Personal answer.

24.
“How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!” (:24)

25.
a.
“And He said, ‘The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.’” (:27)


b.
Personal answer.  (If so, memorize this verse and rejoice in His power!)

Lesson 10
The Last Week

1.
“…saying, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.’” (:9)

2.
“And said unto them, ‘It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.’” (:13)

3.
Jesus displayed a righteous anger which was not cautious to hold back on His fury, when fury was deserved against sin.  He was strong, decisive, and bold.

4.
a.
“And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David;’ they were sore displeased.”


b.
“And said unto Him, ‘Hearest thou what these say?’”


c.
“And Jesus saith unto them, ‘Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast perfected praise?’” (:16)

5.
“And He taught daily in the Temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy Him,  And could not find what they might do: for all the people were very attentive to hear Him.” (Luke 19:47-48)

6.
“Jesus said unto him, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.’” (:37)   [Deuteronomy 6:4-5.]

7.
“And the second is like unto it, ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’” (:39)

8.
“On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

9.
a.
“Saying, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat …’” (:2)  They have roles of authority.

b.
“…do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not.’” (:3)

10.
Pride, lust, covetousness (:5-6)

11.
“But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.  And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.” (:11-12)

12.
“But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.” (:13)

13.
a.
“…have omitted the weightier matters of the law: judgment, mercy, and faith…” (:23)


b.
Yes and no: they often show themselves in outward acts if help to others, but they begin with inward attitudes.

14.
a.
“…hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.” (:25)


b.
“…ye are like unto whited [white-washed] sepulchers [above ground tombs], which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness.  Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” (:27-28)

15.
“For I say unto you, Ye shall not see Me henceforth, till ye shall say, ‘Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.’” (:39)

16.
“Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on Him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.” (John 12:42-45)

17.
“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” (:44)

18.
“But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, ‘My lord delayeth his coming;’  And shall begin to smite his fellow-servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken.” (:48-49)

19.
They had taken their lamps, but no oil.  They were relying only on the outward show of religion, but they had no real indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

20.
a.
Yes: they called Him “Lord.”    “Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, ‘Lord, Lord open to us.’” (:11)


b.
“But He answered and said, ‘Verily I say unto you, I know you not.’” (:12)

21.
“Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh [again].” (:13)

22.
“When the Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory:  And before Him shall be gathered all nations: and He shall separate them one from another.” (:31-32)

23.
a.
“Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” (:34)


b.
“Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” (:41)

24.
a.
Ephesians 2:8-9,  “For by grace are ye saved through faith and not of yourselves: it is the gift of God not of works, lest any man should boast.”


b.
Yes

c.
None, it is by grace through faith


First it is salvation from sin; then it is doing good works. The good works are not to earn God’s favor, but are a gift of God to His people, that He may be glorified in them.

25.
a.
No, never in ourselves, because God’s just requirement is holy perfection (as He is).  Our only hope is to come “in Christ,” who becomes our righteousness when we trust in Him alone.


b.
Personal answer.

Lesson 11
The Last Supper

1.
greed, power: “…Judas …said unto them, ‘What will ye give me, and I will deliver Him unto you?’ And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.” (:14-15)

2.
“And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill Him; for they feared the people.” (Luke 22:2)

3.
a.
“Peter saith unto Him, ‘Thou shalt never wash my feet.’” (:8a)


b.
“Jesus answered him, ‘If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me.’” (:8b)


c.
“Jesus saith to him, ‘He that is washed [in My salvation] needeth not [to bathe all over], save to wash his feet, but is clean [saved from the stain of sin] every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.’” (:10)

4.
a.
We should likewise be servants.  If not, we are putting ourselves above Jesus Christ!  In lowliness of mind, let each one esteem others as better than themselves.


b.
Personal answer.

5.
a.
“Take, eat; this is My body.” (:26b)


b.
“For this is My blood of the new testament…” (:28a)

6.
“For this is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission [forgiveness] of sins.” (:28)

7.
“This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.” (1 Corinthians 11:25)

8.
“If God be glorified in Him, God shall also glorify Him in Himself, and shall straightway glorify Him.” (:32)

9.
“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another…” (:34-35)

10.
“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” (:3)

11.
a.
“Jesus saith unto him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life…’” (:6a)


b.
No: “…no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” (:6b)

12.
Jesus and the Father were One.  Jesus is as much God as is God the Father. (:9)

13.
:15, :21, :23, :24.  The main overall message is that if we love God, we will obey Him out of a motive of love (not to try and earn His favor, which favor He has already granted to His children through Christ.)

14.
“And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever;  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you and shall be in you.” (:16-17)

15.
“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost…He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” (:26)

16.
“But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave Me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.” (:31)     Jesus perfectly obeyed God the Father in all things.

17.
a.
“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit…” (:5a)


b.
“…for without Me ye can do nothing.” (:5b)


c.
Personal answer.
18.
“Remember the word that I said unto you, ‘The servant is not greater than his lord.’ If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept My saying, they will keep yours also.” (:20)

19.
“But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of Me:” (:26)

20.
a.
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.” (:7)


b.
“And when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin.” (:8)


c.
“Of sin, because they believe not on Me.” (:9)

21.
“And He… began to be sorrowful and very heavy.  Then saith He unto them, ‘My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with Me.’” (:37-38)

22.
a.
“O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me…” (:39a)


b.
“…nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” (:39b)

23.
Extremely intense, even beyond our comprehension.     “And being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: and His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”

24.
Jesus was the one who was in complete control of everything happening.
“Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall presently give Me more than twelve legions of angels?” (:53)    [A Roman legion consisted of 6,000 soldiers.]

25.
“As soon then as He had said unto them, ‘I am He,’ they went backward, and fell to the ground.” (John 18:6)

Lesson 12
“It Is Finished!”

1.
“Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put Him to death.” (:59)

2.
“And the high priest answered and said unto Him, ‘I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God?” (:63)

3.
“Jesus saith unto him, ‘Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” (:64)

4.
a.
“Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, ‘He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses?’” (:65a)


b.
“‘Behold, now ye have heard His blasphemy.  What think ye?’ They answered and said, ‘He is guilty of death.’” (:65b-66)

5.
a.
No!


b.
No, since He claimed to be God, He must be worshipped as God, or rejected as a liar (as did the religious leaders).  To claim that He is only a good teacher and nothing more is blasphemy!
6.
“And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked Him, saying, ‘Art thou the King of the Jews?’ And Jesus said unto him, ‘Thou sayest.’” (:11)

7.
“For he knew that for envy they had delivered Him.” (:18)

8.
“Then answered all the people, and said, ‘His blood be on us, and on our children.’” (:25)

9.
“Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.” (:45)   [That is, from noon until 3 PM – the Jews counted the hours starting at sunrise.]

10.
“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” (:46)

11.
“When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, ‘It is finished:’ and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.” (John 19:30)

12.
“And, behold, the veil of the Temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;  And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose.” (:51-52)
13.
“Truly this was the Son of God.” (:54)

14.
Personal answer.
15.
a.
“Command therefore that the sepulcher [tomb] be made sure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night, and steal Him away, and say unto the people, ‘He is risen from the dead:’ so the last error shall be worse than the first.’” (:64)


b.
“So they went, and made the sepulcher sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.” (:66)

Lesson 13
“He Is Risen Indeed!”

1.
“And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.”

2.
“And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.” (:3-4)

3.
a.
“Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.  He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.” (:5-6a)


b.
“Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” (:6b)

4.
“Saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’”   (Luke 24:4-8)
5.
“And they came and held Him by the feet, and worshipped Him.” (:9)

6.
a.
“…they gave large money unto the soldiers,  Saying, ‘Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole Him away while we slept.’” (:12-13)


b.
Yes.     “So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.” (:15)

7.
“But we trusted that it had been He which should have redeemed Israel.” (:21)

8.
“‘Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?’  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” (:26-27)

9.
“And they said one to another, ‘Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures?’” (:32)

10.
“Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself: handle Me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have.” (:39)


“And He took it, and did eat before them.” (:43)

11.
“…that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me.” (:44)

12.
“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, ‘All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.’” (:18)
13.
a.
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you…” (:19-20)


b.
“And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (:20b)

14.
“And that He was seen of Cephas [Peter], then of the twelve:  After that, He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep [have died].  After that, He was seen of James; then of all the apostles.”  (1 Corinthians 15:5-7)

15.
“And He said unto them, ‘… But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.’” (:8)

16.
“…while they beheld, He was taken up; and a cloud received Him out of their sight.” (:9)

17.
“…this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.” (:11)

18.
Personal answer.

19.
Personal answer.

20.
a.
Personal answer;     b.   Personal answer.

21.
Personal answer.
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Notes to Graders

New version of course LC3:  In July 2006 we began using a new version of the course LC3. It contains revisions, additions, or deletions to about 10% of the questions, and revisions to much of the commentary which introduces each section of the course. This was done in order to keep a more steady focus on the Lord Jesus Christ, without as much emphasis on the student’s “making a decision for Christ” as in the original course. Important: On the Lesson Response Form, and in all our recording keeping at MZBI, we are making no distinction between the original version and new version. This is to streamline our records, which with 35 courses (and growing) has become important. However, in order to keep track of which version the student is using, all of the new Study Guides are pre-printed with “LC3a,” and the student is instructed to write LC3a on his answer booklet and answer sheets. In addition, the Answer Key is also updated to match the new version LC3a. Please ensure you are using the correct version of the answer key to match the course you are grading. During the remainder of 2006 and into 2007, we will have lessons for grading from both the new and old versions of the course.


Questions changed from the original LC3 version (question numbers are from the original version):  

L2 Q4 replaced, Q7b deleted; L4 Q1 deleted, Q19b deleted, Q21c added; L5 Q20e deleted; L6 Q19 deleted; L7 Q4 deleted, Q5 deleted, Q7c deleted, Q12 deleted, Q15 replaced, Q16 replaced, Q18b deleted; L8 Q18b deleted; L9 Q9 deleted; L10 Q13b added, Q14b deleted, Q15 deleted; L11 Q11b replaced, Q11c deleted; L13 Q9b deleted, Q21 added.


A quick way to identify if answers are from the old or new course: Lesson 13 has 21 questions in the new, and only 20 in the old.
Differences between LC3 and LC1-2:  The questions in LC3 are the same as the questions in courses LC1-2, except for two differences: 1) the questions are open-ended rather than fill-in-the-blank format, and therefore require a higher level of comprehension skills to answer correctly (and also result in a deeper understanding), 2) three questions have been added to LC3 which are not in LC1-2: Less. 3 Q 8c, Less. 3 Q 14, and Less. 4 Q 21 (LC3a) (Q 22 in the old version).

Own words:  Many questions in LC3 ask the student about what the Bible says: what was said, how some responded, or what happened when.  The student is encouraged to use his own words while formulating his answers from the Scriptures. It is also OK when he quotes from the Bible directly. Hopefully, he will demonstrate understanding of what is said in other places. 

We have often quoted from the Bible directly in this answer key. However, please accept the student’s answers when they are a reasonable representation of the general gist of what a verse says; do not require an exact match with our answers provided herein.

Personal responses:  The MAKING IT PERSONAL questions ask for personal application. Please give special attention to these--they will often generate rare opportunities for an intimate glimpse into another human soul. We must be prepared to respond with both compassion and exhortation.

Literature:  Wherever appropriate, please ask us to send specific related Mount Zion literature titles from our catalog to the student as an encouragement, which we can easily enclose along with his graded answer sheets when they are returned to him.  Many of the student’s personal answers will reveal real needs, and this is our best opportunity for discipleship.  (Use a post-it note on the upper-right corner of the Lesson Response Form to list requested literature.)

Encouragement:  Please write a sentence or two of discipleship comment at least on every two or three pages of the student’s answer sheets. This course sometimes requires integration of ideas in order to answer the study questions. Some students may find this a challenge. In giving feedback, we should find a path which both 1) corrects errors which might lead to false Christian concepts, and  2) encourages the student for the effort they have made. As this is a basic course, our responses should be generally supportive and encouraging.

Format: The student’s Study Guide employs frequent use of italics for comments on the narrative in the Gospels.  Therefore this answer key seeks to distinguish between those narrative comments and the suggested answers to the questions (which in other courses are identified by the use of italics alone).  In this answer key, all the comments from the Study Guide are included for the grader’s reference information; the suggested answers are in italics and underlined.

Lesson 1
Birth and Childhood of Jesus

Overview

The Bible contains sixty-six different books, written by more than forty different authors, spanning a period of over 1,600 years.  One of the most convincing proofs of its authenticity and truth is that its pages form one cohesive whole, with one unified theme, and a consistent revelation about who God is.  The theme is the glory of God in the redemption of man from the penalty for his sin through the life, death, and resurrection of God’s own Son, Jesus Christ.

Even though Jesus’ public ministry on earth lasted less than three and one half years, He impacted the world as no other who has ever lived.  During that time He taught vital truths that we need to know in order to come to God – and to live for Him.

The New Testament contains the four Gospels (“good news”), which tell the life of Jesus.  These are followed by the Book of Acts, which is about what happened in the church in the first century after Jesus was crucified.  The remainder of the New Testament contains letters written by the apostles (men who actually were taught by Jesus) and others who knew them first hand.

The study of the life of Jesus, in chronological sequence from His birth to His death is extremely important.  It tells us not only what He said and did, but also when and why He said it.  It helps us to understand the depth of emotion and the crises which He experienced daily.  And it answers for us some of life’s ultimate questions: who was Jesus, why did He come, and what difference should His life make to us today? 

As you begin, you will notice immediately that Jesus’ life is not told in strict time sequence in the Gospels.  This is because each writer had a different purpose for writing:

Book
written to:
in order to convince us Jesus is:

Matthew
Jews
our King, the Son of David

Mark
Romans
our Savior, the servant of God

Luke
Greeks
our Savior, the perfect Son of Man

John
whole world
the one true Savior, the divine Son of God.

Of the four, Mark is the one who kept most closely to a chronological time sequence.  Matthew most especially mixed his account of different events, in order to combine them together to illustrate a particular aspect of Jesus’ life, or to group similar events together. 

You may notice that some of the biblical accounts differ, where Mark might say one thing, and Luke, for example, might mention something slightly different about the same event.  Does this mean that the Bible has errors?  The answer is “No!”  The Bible is without any error whatsoever.  The slight variations occur when the different authors described something they each remembered about the same event.  On occasion, they were even describing similar but different events.  These different details are given for our complete instruction.

All four writers mention different rulers of the Roman Empire, whose exact dates are known from history.  We know when the Jewish Feast Days occurred, and the seasons.  So we can follow the life of Jesus accurately through His three and one-half years, even though this involves moving from one Bible passage to another as we study His life (rather than simply reading one book straight through).

During His life on earth, Jesus lived in the northern half of what is still known today as the nation of Israel, between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River, in the Middle East.  When He lived on earth, Israel was under the rule of the Roman Emperor, as a part of a province in the Roman Empire.

His life can be grouped into four major periods:

· From His birth through childhood, up to when His public ministry began at about the age of 30,

· From His baptism by John the Baptist, through the first two years of His public ministry, mainly in the region of Galilee,

· The last year of His ministry, mainly in the regions of Judea, Samaria, and Perea, including the last great journey to Jerusalem,

· The final week of His life: His crucifixion, death and burial, and His resurrection and ascension.

Overview

Please answer these questions based on what you have just read.

1.
Name the four books of the New Testament known as the Gospels.

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

2.
a.
How long did Jesus minister publicly on this earth (from His baptism until His death)?   3 ½ years

b.
In what nation did Jesus live?   Israel [though ruled by the Romans as part of a province in the Roman Empire at the time.]
3.
Read John 1:1-18 and Hebrews 1:1-3 as an overview.  From these passages, who is Jesus Christ revealed to be?


The Son of God; the exact image of God—or similar answer in the student’s own words.  “Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” (Hebrews 1:3)
The Birth of John the Baptist
Read Luke 1:5-25

(Note: After each section title, there is a Bible passage. Read the verses first, then answer the questions for that section. For example, you must now read Luke 1:5-25, before answering the next question.)

4.
What was God’s purpose for the life of John the Baptist? 
“And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.  And he shall go before Him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” (:16-17)

Tidings for Mary
Read Luke 1:26-45
[also Matthew 1:18-25]
(In order to answer the questions, it is not necessary to read the similar passages in the other Gospels which are listed in brackets.  These are mentioned only as reference and are useful for those who want a complete study of all that the New Testament has to say about a particular event.)

5.
The angel Gabriel announced to Mary she was to have a baby, and name Him Jesus.  What did the angel tell her about the role the babe was to have, in lineage and in ruling power?
“He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of his father David:  And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end.” (:32-33)

6.
But Mary wondered how she could have this child, since she was a virgin and not married.  What did the angel say about how the baby would be conceived?
“The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore that (Holy Child)… shall be called the Son of God.” (:35)



Isaiah 7:14 tells us that Jesus is also called “Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.” Jesus is both fully God and fully man.

7.
Read Matthew 1:21. The name Jesus means “Savior.”  What are we told in this verse that Jesus would do for His people?
“Thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins.”


Read Luke 1:46-80

8.
Making It Personal: Mary’s “song” which followed the angel’s announcement is full of praise and rejoicing to God.  


Read again Luke 1:46-55. What do you like about this “song” the most?     Personal answer

The Shepherds Hear the News
Read Luke 2:1-20

9.
What did the angel say that caused the shepherds to think that Jesus’ coming would be so wonderful?



“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is  Christ the Lord.” (:11)



“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” (:14)

10.
What two things did the shepherds do after the angels visit?



“And they came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in the manger.” (:16)



“And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning the child.” (:17)

11.
What was the reaction of the people who heard what the shepherds had to say?
“And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.” (:18)

The Wise Men Seek the Child
Read Matthew 2:1-12

12.
a.
Why did the wisemen come to see the child Jesus?
“…for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.” (:2)


b.
What did King Herod say was the reason He wanted to find the child Jesus?
“Go and search diligently for the young child;  and when ye have found Him, bring me word again, that I may come and ​​​​​worship Him also.” (:8)


Herod the Great was the tyrannical King of Judea.
The Flight into Egypt
Read Matthew 2:13-23
[also Luke 2:39-40]

13.
a.
Where did the angel tell Joseph to flee to?  Egypt.


b.
What was Herod’s real purpose toward the child?
“…flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy Him.” (:13)



King Herod wanted to ensure the Messiah would be killed, because he knew the prophecies: that Messiah would ultimately rule as King over Israel.  Herod feared that he would lose his kingdom.
14.
Where did Joseph, Mary, and Jesus settle after returning to Israel?  Nazareth.

Jesus and the Rabbis
Read Luke 2:41-52

15.
a.
When visiting Jerusalem with Mary and Joseph as a boy of about 12 years old, what happened to Jesus?
He remained behind afterward his family had left the city.

b.
What was Jesus doing in the Temple?
“And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the Temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors [religious teachers], both hearing them, and asking them questions.” (:46)


c.
Of whom was Jesus referring when He said, “I must be about My Father’s business?”
God the Father

d.
After returning to Nazareth with Mary and Joseph, what was Jesus’ attitude toward them? (See verse 51.)
“And He went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them.”
16.
What does Scripture tell us about the remaining childhood years of Jesus?
“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” (:52)
In of all the sacred writings of all the different religions in the world, there is only one that contains direct predictions about the future (called prophecy) which have come true.  This includes the Koran, the Hindu writings, those of Confucius and Buddha, and the Book of Mormon!  The only one with fulfilled prophecy is God’s Word, the Holy Bible. Because it is God’s Word, the Bible has been accurate in all of its predictions!  

The following are direct quotations from the Old Testament Scriptures, written hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth.  

1.
Born in Bethlehem:  “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting” - Micah 5:2.

2.
Born of a virgin:  “Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel [which means, ‘God with us’]” – Isaiah 7:14.

3.
Born to be a King:  “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.  In His days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is His name whereby He shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” – Jeremiah 23:5-6.

4.
Came out of Egypt:  “When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called My Son out of Egypt” – Hosea 11:1.

5.
Babes in Bethlehem killed:  “Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah [Bethlehem], lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not” – Jeremiah 31:15.

6.
In the lineage of King David:  “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse [David’s father], and a Branch shall grow out of His roots:  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD” – Isaiah 11:1.

17.
In your own words, what do you think of the fulfillment of these prophecies in the birth and early years of Jesus?
They were confirmation that Jesus truly was the promised Messiah – God’s Son.

Lesson 2
Jesus’ First Year of Ministry

We do not know much about Jesus’ further growing up years. He no doubt was an obedient teenager, helping Joseph in the family carpentry business. The next thing the Bible tells us (which is all we need to know) is that Jesus came to be baptized by John the Baptist, at the Jordan River in the southern part of the country east of Jerusalem. He was about 30 years old; His public ministry had begun.

The Baptism of Jesus
Read Matthew 3:1-17
[also Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-23; John 1:15-34]

1.
God exists as a Trinity – One God existing in three Persons:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  How were all three Persons of the Trinity present at Jesus’ baptism?
“And Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him:  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’” (:16-17)
2.
The voice of God spoke from heaven and declared His approval of the work of His Son.  What did God say?
“And lo a voice from heaven, saying, ‘This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’” (:17)

The Temptation of Jesus
Read Matthew 4:1-11
[also Mark 1:12-13, Luke 4:1-13]

3.
Three times the devil tempted Jesus in the wilderness.  What did Jesus refer to when He responded to the three temptations?
The Scriptures (“It is written…”).

4.
Making It Personal:  As you can see from the life of Christ, it is important to know Scripture well in order to be prepared for daily life.  This can be a daunting task without a definite plan!  Christians for hundreds of years have found it beneficial to use a yearly Bible reading plan to know God’s Word, in addition to preaching and Bible studies.


a.
Are you currently using a yearly Bible reading plan?


Personal answer.

b.
Have you ever read the Bible cover to cover?  If so how many times?
Personal answer.

c.
What Bible translation are you using while taking this course?
Personal answer.


The Scripture says, 



“…the Word of our God shall stand forever.” – Isaiah 40:8



“How sweet are thy words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth! – Psalm 119:103



“…I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food.” – Job 23:12



“…Thou hast known the holy scriptures which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” – 2 Tim. 3:15

Jesus Calls His First Disciples
Read John 1:35-51

5.
What was John the Baptist’s response to seeing Jesus?
“And looking upon Jesus as He walked, he saith, ‘Behold the Lamb of God!’” (:36)
6.
a.
What was Nathaniel’s response when first told that the Messiah had been found?
“And Nathaniel said unto him, ‘Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?’ Philip saith unto him, ‘Come and see.’” (:46)


b.
How did that change after Nathaniel had spoken with Jesus?
“Nathaniel answered and saith unto Him, ‘Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King of Israel!’” (:49)

The First Miracle of Jesus
Read John 2:1-12

After His temptation in the wilderness, Jesus returned north into the region of Galilee.  There, He and His disciples attended a wedding feast at Cana.

7.
When they ran out of wine, did Mary expect Jesus to do something unusual? Why do you think so? (Refer to verse :5.)
Yes  “His mother saith unto the servants, ‘Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.’”


The Bible says in John 2:11 that this was the beginning of the miracles that Jesus did, which showed His glory.

Jesus’ public ministry was just about three and one-half years long. He healed people, taught them about the Kingdom of God, and revealed Himself as the Christ. Sometimes we know exactly when things happened in His life because the Jewish Feast Days are held at specific times each year.

One of the most important of these feast days is the Passover (Exodus 12:1-14).  The Israelite people were originally slaves in Egypt.  God told the Egyptians that He would send the angel of death upon them, because they would not set the Israelites free.  He also told the Israelites to slay a lamb and put its blood on their doorposts.  In Exodus 12:13, God said the angel of death would pass over the houses of the Israelites when He saw the blood of the lamb.  The Passover feast is held every year at the same time to remember when the death of the Passover lamb was used by God to set the Israelites free.

[Note: the Jewish Passover still occurs each spring on the 14th of Nisan, near the time of Easter Sunday (as the day of Jesus’ Resurrection is called by many Christians).  In the year of Christ’s death, Jesus, the Lamb of God, was crucified on the day of Passover.]

The First Passover
Read John 3:1-21

During the spring after He was baptized, in early April, Jesus journeyed to Jerusalem for the first Passover feast after His public ministry began.  Upon entering Jerusalem, He cleansed the Temple from the moneychangers (John 2:13-25) – which He also did a second time during the week of His crucifixion.  Then He met privately with Nicodemus, one of the most respected religious leaders in Israel.

8.
a.
What was the first thing Jesus said to Nicodemus?
“Jesus answered and said unto him, ‘Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’” (:3)

b.
Did Nicodemus understand what Jesus was telling Him about regeneration, or being born-again?  Explain your answer.
No, because he did not understand the term “born again” at all. He only understood the physicl, not the spiritual!
9.
Making It Personal:  In our world today, we hear the term “born again.”  What does this Scripture passage tell you about being born again:


a.
Is it physical or spiritual?     It is spiritual.


b.
Is it something that man does, or that God does?  (Hint: it is like the “wind” in John 3:8.)


It is the work of God.  He gives us the power to become the sons of God.  (A man cannot cause himself to be “born.”)

10.
a.
John 3:16 is a familiar passage.  In what manner or way did God  love all the nations and races of the world?



“…He gave His only begotten Son…”



Please note that in the original language (Greek), the word “so” means “manner,” not “magnitude” as is often taught today.


b.
What is the result of God’s love?


They “should not perish, but have everlasting life.”



John 20:31 tells us, “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name.”  This is why it is so important to read the Bible!

After attending the Passover in Jerusalem (in the province of Judea), Jesus began the journey back to Galilee in the north.  The road took Him through Samaria (one of several regions like Judea and Galilee).  The Samaritans were hated by most Jews, because they were a people mixed with ethnic Assyrians (2 Kings 17:24) and because their predecessors in the land had rebelled against the God of Israel hundreds of years earlier.  At that time, they had set up their own temple in Bethel (1 Kings 12:28-29), in the tribe of Ephraim, instead of going to the true Temple in Jerusalem to worship God.

The Woman at the Well
Read John 4:1-26

When Jesus offered her “living water,” He was offering her eternal life.  He makes the same statement today to each one of us whom He is calling.

11.
a.
What was Jesus’ response to her, when she asked Him about this “living water?”



“Jesus answered and said unto her, ‘Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:  But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.’” (:13-14)



When the woman asked for the “living water” from Jesus, He asked her about her husbands, instead of answering her directly at that moment! He was making it clear to her that she must turn away from her sin, as she turned to Him for the “living water.”


b.
Why did she call Him a prophet?
Because He directly identified the sin in her heart.

c.
What did Jesus tell her about the true worship of God?



“But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.  God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” (:23-24)

12.
The woman said, “I know that [when] Messiah cometh, which is called Christ: when He is come, He will tell us all things.”  


a.
What did Jesus say in response to her?
“Jesus saith unto her, ‘I that speak unto thee am He!’” (:26)

b.
How could He say this to her and not be a liar?
The only way is for His claim to be in fact true!


When Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, we must either accept Him as such and bow to Him as God, or reject Him as a false prophet and deceiver.  There is no middle ground!

Read John 4:27-42

13.
a.
Like the Samaritan woman, what should we do when we “find” the Savior?
To go and tell others that the Messiah has found us, and to come and see!


b.
What was the reaction of the townspeople to Jesus?
“Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard Him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.” (:42)

“Fishers of Men”
Read Matthew 4:18-22
[also Mark 1:16-20; Luke 5:1-11]

After arriving back in Galilee, Jesus began to call His disciples to follow after Him and learn His ways.  He resided in the fishing village of Capernaum.  Jesus showed His deity to Peter, when after catching no fish all night long, there was an abundant catch at Jesus’ command (Luke 5:4-9).

Matthew 4:15-16 are again a direct quotation from the Old Testament prophecy (Isaiah 9:1-2), showing that Jesus fulfilled these prophecies even though they were written over 600 years before!

14.
How did the fishermen respond when Jesus called “Follow Me?”
“And they straightway left their nets, and followed Him.” (:20)


When the fishermen “left their nets,” it meant that they left behind their former life completely.  It does not mean that we must leave our jobs to follow Jesus, but it indicates the total commitment we must have to Him in our inner attitudes, in order to “follow” Him.


“From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, ‘Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”

15.
Making It Personal


a.
What has been your response to those in authority in the past?     Personal answer.

b.
Do you think that Jesus is in authority over you now?  Explain your answer.     Personal answer.
Lesson 3
Jesus Ministers in Galilee

Jesus conducted an extensive ministry in the region of Galilee, north of Jerusalem, visiting many villages, always proclaiming the Word of God.  He demonstrated that He was God’s Son by doing many miracles among the people (such that no mere man could do).  He taught the people about the Kingdom of God, and helped many both physically and spiritually.  Capernaum was a village on the Sea of Galilee, which became a regular resting place for Jesus and his disciples.
The Divine Healer
Read Mark 1:21-34
[also Matthew 4:23-25, 8:14-17; Luke 4:31-41]

A Jewish synagogue was the gathering place for religious instruction.  Because there was a synagogue in almost every Jewish village, it also served as the center of community life.
1.
a.
What did Jesus do on His first Sabbath at the synagogue in Capernaum?
“And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the Sabbath Day He entered into the synagogue, and taught.” (:21)


b.
What was the reaction of those who heard Him?
“And they were astonished at His doctrine: for He taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.” (:22)


“And immediately His fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about Galilee.” (:28)


This is very understandable – anyone who worked such miracles would be recognized far and wide!

c.
What did Jesus do for those who were sick and suffering?
“And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto Him all that were diseased, and them that were possessed with devils.  And all the city was gathered together at the door.  And He healed many that were sick of divers diseases.” (:32-34)

2.
What do you learn about Jesus from this passage?


1) Jesus taught with authority and His teachings astonished people.  2) He is called, The Holy One of God, and acknowledged as such by the demons.  3) Jesus shows forth His power to heal disease.  4) Jesus shows His power over demons.  (The demons are subject to the authority of Christ.  When Christ says not to speak - they cannot speak, or says to depart - then they depart.)

Jesus Heals a Leper
Read Mark 1:35-45
[also Matthew 8:1-4; Luke 4:42-44, 5:12-16]
3.
a.
Even though Jesus is the Son of God, what did He do in a quiet place after busy days?
“And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.” (:35)


b.
Making It Personal:  Why is it important for you to seek out a quiet place and pray?     Personal answer.
4.
What is one of the reasons Jesus came to earth?
“And He said unto them, ‘Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also: for therefore came I forth.’” (:38)

5.
a.
What were Jesus’ emotions toward the leper?
“And Jesus, moved with compassion …” (:41)


b.
Jesus followed His emotions with action.  What did He do and say to the leper?
Jesus “put forth His hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, ‘I will; be thou clean.’”


c.
What was the result in the leper?
“And as soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.” (:42)


d.
What was the response of the people?
“But he went out… and they came to Him from every quarter.” (:45)



As the leper came to Jesus in his miserable condition, full of leprosy and clothed in filthy rags, so we can come in our sinful, wretched, lost state saying, “Lord, if Thou wilt Thou canst make me clean.”  In Jesus alone there is cleansing and forgiveness from sin.

A Paralytic and His Friends
Read Mark 2:1-12
[also Matthew 9:1-8; Luke 5:17-26]
This is the occasion of the first recorded opposition to Jesus.  Up until this moment the people were united in their praise and joy over what God was doing through Jesus.

6.
a.
What two things did Jesus do for the paralyzed man?



“When Jesus saw their faith, He said unto the sick of the palsy, ‘Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.’” (:5)


“I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.’” (:11)


b.
Of the two, which was the most important?  Why do you think so?


Personal answer, hopefully to include forgiveness of sins.

7.
a.
Who were these who began to object to what Jesus did?
“But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts…” (:6)



(The Pharisees were also there and objecting - Luke 5:21.)


b.
What did Jesus say about His forgiving sins?
“But that ye may know that the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins.” (:10)

8.
a.
What was the scribes’ objection to what Jesus did?
“…‘Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?’” (:7)



A “blasphemy” is to come directly against God’s truth, by either accusing God of a lie, or taking upon oneself the credit that only God is due.



Notice how the scribes ignored the great miracle for the healed paralytic man.



Please notice also these beginnings of criticism toward Jesus  (Mark 2:6-7,16,18,24, and 3:2,6).  It was obvious even at this early stage that He was unlike any other man:  
1.  in the miracles He did,
2.  in His compassion for the people,
3.  in the authority with which He taught,
4.  in the claims that He made!  
In forgiving sins, either He was guilty of blasphemy, or He was in fact God!


b.
Were the scribes right?  Can anyone but God forgive a guilty person of his sins?


The scribes were right.  Only God can forgive sin.  But they did not see Jesus as God the Son who has the power and authority to forgive sins wholly and completely.



[A judge in a court can pardon a guilty man, but in that case it is only the penalty which is pardoned. The guilt itself remains.  There is only one way that men can remove actual guilt for sin: by paying the penalty in full.]



The only way that Jesus could have been right in what He did was for Him in fact to be God!


c.
Was Jesus claiming to be God (Mark 2:7,10)? (See also John 5:18.)

Yes, and rightfully so.

9.
How did the people respond?
“And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, ‘We never saw it on this fashion.’”  [In other words, “We never saw anything like this!”] (:12)
The Call of Matthew
Read Mark 2:13-17
[also Matthew 9:9-13; Luke 5:27-32]
10.
Jesus called to Matthew (also known as “Levi”) and said, “Follow Me.”  What was Matthew’s response?


He arose (got up and left what he was doing) and followed Jesus. (:14)


The “receipt of custom” was the tax-collector’s booth.  Matthew was a tax-collector (also known as a “publican”).  Tax-collectors were hated in Israel because they were seen as traitors:  collecting hard-earned money from their fellow Jews, and giving it to the occupying Roman government.  The tax-collectors were paid well by the Romans, so they benefited themselves at the expense of their own countrymen.

Matthew was so happy over his salvation that he gave a feast in his home for his new Master (Jesus), his new friends (the disciples), and his old friends (his fellow tax-collectors).

11.
Who was objecting to Jesus’ being there?
“And when the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto His disciples, ‘How is it that He eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?’” (:16)

The “scribes and Pharisees” were the religious leaders in Israel.  They were experts in the letter of the law and teachers of the people.  Approximately 1,600 years earlier, God had given the Jewish people His Law in the first five books of the Old Testament through Moses.  This Law of God contains about 600 commandments.  To God’s Law, the Pharisees actually had added more than 6,000 of their own rules for every detail of living.  They taught that to be right with God, a person had to keep God’s Law AND all of their own additional rules.  They looked down on others with self-righteous pride, because they thought they were better rule-keepers than anyone else.

But the scribes and Pharisees had missed God’s true intent in the Law.  Law-keeping was never a way to earn God’s favor in order to deserve His forgiveness of sins.  Instead, the Law was given to show men their own deceitful hearts (Galatians 3:24-25):  that they could not keep the law perfectly, and therefore could never be good enough for God in themselves (Isaiah 64:6, Jeremiah 17:9).  Instead, they needed a Savior outside of themselves (Galatians 2:16-21).

Men tend to look only on their outward performance, because it appeals to their own pride, and because it puts God (so they think) in a position of owing them eternal life and other blessings, because they have earned them from Him.  [This is the worst form of idolatry: doing good works for the “idol,” so that the idol will bless you with what you want!] 

12.
Answer the following questions from the above paragraphs.


a.
What was the true intent of the law?
“The true intent of God’s Law was to show men their own deceitful hearts:  that they could not keep the law perfectly.”


b.
How did the scribes and Pharisees use God’s Law?
“The scribes and Pharisees taught that to be right with God, a person had to keep God’s law AND all of their own additional rules.”


c.
Why do men always tend to look only on their outward performance?
“…men tend to look only on their outward performance, because it appeals to their own pride to somehow perform well, and put God in a position of owing them eternal life (because they have earned it from Him).”

13.
a.
How did the religious leaders respond to Matthew’s repentance?
“And when the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto His disciples, ‘How is it that He eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?’” (:16)



The religious leaders thought they were right with God, because they had tried to keep the Law outwardly, in order to earn God’s favor.


b.
What did Jesus teach the religious leaders, in response to their criticism of Him (for eating with ‘sinners’)?
“When Jesus heard it, He saith unto them, ‘They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the ‘righteous,’ but sinners to repentance.’” (:17)



In the religious realm, the “self-righteous” are the ones who think themselves to be spiritually whole, because of their good works.  Jesus was teaching them that until a person realizes he is spiritually sick [a lost sinner in need of a Savior], knowledge about Jesus will do him no good!

c.
Making It Personal:  Would you put yourself with “the righteous,” or the “sinners?”     Personal answer.

d.
What does Mark 2:17 mean to you?

Personal answer, hopefully to include acknowledgment that the student is also a sinner, and that therefore Jesus came for him!

14.
Read Isaiah 55:6-7 and Psalm 32:5.  


a.
Please write out both Scriptures and their references.
“Seek ye the LORD while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near:  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” (Isaiah 55:6-7)
“I acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD;’ and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.” (Psalm 32:5)

b.
In view of these two Scriptures, and in your own words, what does repentance mean?
Personal answer, hopefully to include turning to God as one turns from sin.


c.
Making It Personal:  What does repentance mean personally to you?     Personal answer.

Lesson 4
Jesus’ Second Year of Ministry

The Second Passover

In the spring, Jesus and His disciples again went to Jerusalem from Galilee for the Passover feast, the second Passover of Jesus’ public ministry (John 5:1-47).  There He performed a miraculous healing at the Pool of Bethesda.  The journey in the following section probably was when Jesus and the disciples were traveling from Jerusalem back to Galilee after the Passover.

True Religion
Read Mark 2:23-3:6
[also Matthew 9:14-17, 12:1-14; Luke 6:1-11]
The Sabbath Day was the Jewish day of worship and rest.  It ran from sundown on our Friday until sundown on Saturday.  The Pharisees were critical of Jesus for doing “work” on the Sabbath Day.  God had said to “Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8).  But the Pharisees had added many of their own rules to God‘s Law, and had become blinded by their tradition and pride.
1.
The Pharisees’ hearts were hard and unbelieving.  To them it was more important to strive to keep all of their religious rules than to show compassion.


a.
What was the Pharisees’ goal?
“And they watched Him, whether He would heal him on the Sabbath day; that they might accuse Him.”


b.
What was the reaction of the Pharisees to Jesus’ healing the man with the withered hand?
“And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with the Herodians against Him, how they might destroy Him.” (3:6)

2.
Making It Personal


a.
Read Psalm 51:16-17.  God is looking at our hearts.  What two things does the Psalmist say God is looking for?


“For Thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.  The sacrifices of God are 
[1] a broken spirit: a broken and 
[2] a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”


b.
How is your heart toward God?     Personal answer.



“Broken” means to be humbled, to be made lowly.  “Contrite” means to be sorrowful and repentant over sin.  God looks on the hearts of men and women.  NOTHING is hidden from Him.

Jesus Chooses His Twelve Apostles
Read Mark 3:13-19
[also Matthew 10; Luke 6:13-16]
Earlier in Capernaum, Jesus called Matthew to follow Him, as one of many disciples (“learners”).  Now Jesus selects twelve men to become His apostles (“special messengers” ( ones sent out by God for a purpose).  These He would later send into all the world to proclaim the “good news” that salvation from sin had come to men through Jesus Christ.

Those whom God calls are not the ones this world would choose.  The twelve He chose were simple men of no particular distinction, yet the Lord chose these men.  (Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.)

God gets all glory and praise and honor.  Men are just poor earthen vessels that God chooses to use.

The Sermon on the Mount
[Matthew chapters 5-7, Luke 6:17-49]

The most important sermon that has ever been preached was given by Jesus on a mountain slope near the village of Capernaum in Galilee.  It is called The Sermon on the Mount.


The Beatitudes
Read Matthew 5:1-12

These first 12 verses of Matthew chapter 5 are called the “Beatitudes.”  Jesus gives the Beatitudes to describe the qualities of true saving faith.  He presents eight characteristics of blessed people.  A present characteristic is stated (“Blessed are the ______ ”), and a future blessing is promised.

3.
List the present characteristic that will be blessed with each of the eight future blessings:


a.
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (:3)


b.
“Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.” (:4)


c.
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” (:5)


d.
“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.” (:6)


e.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” (:7)


f.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” (:8)


g.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.” (:9)


h.
“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (:10)



“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake.” (:11)



Jesus warned His disciples they would have to suffer for His sake.  This continues even today when Christians all around the world are persecuted and even killed for their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord uses suffering to prepare us to be more like Him: unselfish, humble, and willing to give up all for His sake.


The Law and the Prophets
Read Matthew 5:17-28

Jesus carefully explained the fundamental difference between what God taught them in the Law, and what the religious leaders taught about the Law.  Remember, “the Law” was God’s Word given to Moses in the Old Testament books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy.  “The Prophets” were the Old Testament words given by God to prophets, men whom He raised up to witness to the people after God had established the kingdom of Israel.  Together, “the Law and the Prophets” formed God’s Word to the Jewish people up to the time of Jesus.  But the Pharisees had added hundreds of outward rules.  These formed the “traditions” of the Pharisees, which they thought to be equally important to God’s Word!

4.
Some accused Jesus of violating the Law.  What did Jesus say?
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” (:17-18)



A “jot” was the smallest Hebrew letter, and a “tittle” was the smallest part of one of the Hebrew letters.



Jesus literally fulfilled all the Old Testament Law in three ways:  1) He walked in perfect love of God and people during His entire life on earth,  2) He lived a sinless life of perfect obedience, and  3) He gave Himself as the one perfect sacrifice for sin (God’s Passover Lamb), so that no more sacrifices for sins are ever necessary!

5.
What did Jesus tell them about how righteous they must be in order to enter heaven (:20)?
“For I say unto you, ‘That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.’” (:20)



This was an amazing statement, because the scribes and Pharisees were considered the most righteous in all Israel.  They were experts in the Law, and, externally, sought to keep it perfectly!

6.
Now Jesus began to illustrate the true meaning of the Law.  What did He say was the complete meaning of “thou shalt not kill?”
“Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, ‘Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:’  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment.” (:21-22)



To murder is an external act.  But Jesus says that even to have selfish anger on the inside toward another, to think another is a “fool,” is the same in God’s eyes as murdering them.  Anger is a terrible sin which deserves the death penalty in God’s eyes!

7.
What did Jesus say was the complete meaning of the Law regarding “thou shalt not commit adultery?”
“Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery:’  But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.” (:27-28)



God’s desire is that we have pure hearts, as well as pure  external actions.  We must have a new heart from God!  We must be born from above!



In the rest of this study, you will discover  the only way to have a heart that is right toward God: by turning away from sin , and turning  toward the Lord Jesus Christ with a whole heart.  He alone is our righteousness.  This too is a gift of God (2 Timothy 2:25).


“I do not frustrate [set aside] the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain” – Galatians 2:21.


“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness” – Romans 4:5.


“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth” – Romans 10:4.


Worldly Anxiety
Read Matthew 6:24-34

8.
a.
What does Jesus teach about loving God and the world’s inferior pleasures?
“No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.  Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” (:24)



“Mammon” is money or anything else in the world that we set our affections on.


b.
What does this passage teach about being anxious?
“Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.  Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?” (:25)


c.
What does it say we are to seek?
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (:33)


d.
Making It Personal:  Are you anxious?  Why?     Personal answer.



“Mammon” is money or anything else in the world that we set our affections on.



We are to trust God – to ‘rest’ in Him.  “The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want…”  He will take care of His sheep. Seek Him!  Believe Him!  Trust Him!


The Narrow and Difficult Way
Read Matthew 7:13-29

9.
What three things did Jesus tell them about the “straight gate”?
“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” (:13-14)


The straight and narrow path is the path of banking on Jesus alone for all your needs, and demonstrating by your life that you treasure Him above all that the world offers (Mat 13:44). The broad path is the way of the world, works religion, and much of modern “Christianity.”

10.
What did Jesus teach about some who profess to be Christians and even call Him their Lord (:21-23)?


a.
Who are the others who shall enter into heaven?
“Not every one that saith unto Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven.” (:21)


b.
What will many people claim as the reason that Jesus should let them into heaven?
“Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name? and in Thy name have cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful works?’” (:22)


c.
How will Jesus respond to them?
“And then will I profess unto them, ‘I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.’” (:23)


“Iniquity” means “lawlessness.”  They defied God by trusting in their works, and not trusting only in Jesus’ finished work on the cross.  Many in this case also trusted in an empty profession of faith, one that manifests a careless life of gross sin, a life contrary to God’s Law.  These people had no real affections for God or His ways, despite their zeal and religious works.  Contrary to modern teaching, there is no such thing as a “carnal Christian” – one who has Jesus in one hand and his sin in the other. True Christians fight sin with deadly force, even though they do not always win (Matthew 5:30).

11.
How did the crowd respond at the end of the Sermon on the Mount?
“And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at His doctrine [teachings]:  For He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” (:28-29)
A Roman’s Faith
Read Luke 7:1-10
[also Matthew 8:5-13]
After the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus returned to Capernaum.

12.
a.
Scripture says Jesus “marveled” at the officer’s faith.  How did the Roman army officer show his faith?


He acknowledged that Jesus had 1) authority over him, and 2) power to accomplish whatever He would say (i.e., that Jesus was God).


b.
Making It Personal:  In your own words, what is there about submitting to another person’s authority that is similar to “faith?”  How is it different?

Personal answer, hopefully to include some of the following.
Faith includes the same elements as submission to authority: 1) it involves voluntarily depending on another to do what you cannot do yourself.  Therefore 2) it acknowledges your own inability while at the same time 3) entrusts the ability of another.  Most importantly, 4) it acknowledges the other’s higher power over your own self.  It is different in that it requires innate trust, as well as simple obedience.
The Widow of Nain
Read Luke 7:11-17

In His teaching travels around Galilee, Jesus came to the village of Nain, just seven miles southeast of Nazareth.

13.
a.
What was the attitude of Jesus toward the widow?
“And when the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her, and said unto her, ‘Weep not.’” (:13)


b.
What do we learn about Jesus’ power over death?


He has power to restore to life those who are dead.  Even Death submits to Him.


c.
What was the reaction of the people to this miracle?
“And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, ‘That a great prophet is risen up among us;’ and, ‘That God hath visited His people!’” (:16)

d.
Did the people who were present (eye-witnesses) believe it truly happened?  Yes.

The Yoke of Jesus
Read Matthew 11:2-30
[also Luke 7:18-35]
After this, John the Baptist sent some of his disciples to learn more about Jesus. John had no doubts, but wanted these men to meet Jesus and to find out  He was the Messiah.  Jesus answered by pointing them to the mighty works He had done (a positive answer!).  Then He taught them of Himself.

14.
a.
After  He answered them, what did Jesus pray to His Father, in response to the attitudes of that generation?
“At that time Jesus answered and said, ‘I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.  Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Thy sight.’” (:25)

b.
What does Jesus say to us about His “yoke?”
“Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.” (:28-29)

c.
Making It Personal:  Are you heavy laden?  What is your response to Matthew 11:27-30 personally?     Personal answer.

Jesus Rebukes a Pharisee
Read Luke 7:36-50

15.
a.
How did Jesus respond to the woman’s demonstration of love for Him?
“‘Wherefore I say unto thee, her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.’  And He said unto her, ‘Thy sins are forgiven.’” (:47-48)


b.
How did the Pharisees react to Jesus’ forgiveness?
“And they that sat at meat with Him began to say within themselves, ‘Who is this that forgiveth sins also?’” (:49)


c.
What did Jesus tell the woman?
“And He said to the woman, ‘Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.’” (:50)


d.
Did the fact that “her sins were many” prevent her from being forgiven by Jesus?     No
16.
Making It Personal:  


a.
What does this passage tell you about forgiveness?        Personal answer.


b.
Do you need to be forgiven much or little (do you believe your sin is great or small)?     Personal answer.
Men Are Accountable
Read Matthew 12:22-37
[also Mark 3:22-30; Luke 11:14-26]
Because of their hardness of heart and unbelief, the Pharisees said that Jesus’ power to cast out devils came from Satan (Beelzebub was another name for Satan, the devil).

17.
By what power did Jesus say He had cast out the demons (:28)?

“But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.”
18.
What will all men have to give an account of at the last judgment (:36)?
“But I say unto you, ‘That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the Day of Judgment.’” (:36)
19.
What sign did Jesus speak of when asked, “we would see a sign from Thee?” (:38-40)
“For as Jonas [Jonah] was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” (:40)


This refers to Jonah, the Old Testament prophet.  It is a clear prophecy of Jesus’ death and resurrection three days later.  Jesus taught this on three occasions: at the first Passover in Jerusalem (John 2:18-22), here in Galilee in His second year of public ministry, and near Caesarea Philippi just before the Transfiguration in His third year – less than 12 months before the cross (Matthew 16:21, Mark 8:31, Luke 9:22).  This was one of His teachings that the false witnesses attempted to use against Him at the trial after His arrest (Mark 14:58).

His True Family
Read Matthew 12:46-50
[also Mark 3:31-35; Luke 8:19-21]
20.
a.
Who did Jesus say are His true brothers, sisters, and mother?
“And He stretched forth His hand toward His disciples, and said, ‘Behold My mother and My brethren!’” (:49)



In Christ we enter into a new relationship.  We have God as our Father and become His children.  We become joint-heirs with Christ, adopted into His family!


b.
What did Jesus tell us about those who are truly in His family?
Those in His family are those “…whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and mother.’” (:50)



To do God’s will is to seek Him first in our lives, and to love Him with all our heart. 



“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Matthew 6:33).



“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Matt. 22:37, Deut. 6:5).

21.
In Christ we enter into new relationships.  We have God as our Father and become His favored children.  We become joint-heirs with Christ!


a.
Read Galatians 4:4-7.  In light of these verses, are true Christians related to Christ?
Yes.    “But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law,  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.  And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, ‘Abba, Father.’  Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”

b.
Are you related to Christ in this way?     Personal answer.


c.
Read Romans 8:15-18 and 1 Peter 4:12-14.  As children of God and joint heirs with Christ, what may we expect on our way to being glorified?


Suffering! (God uses suffering to teach us to trust Him or to chasten us for our sin.)
Lesson 5
Jesus Teaches and Does Many Miracles

Nearing the end of His second year of public ministry, Jesus continued to work miracles and teach about the Kingdom of God as He traveled throughout Galilee.  The miracles were God’s testimony that all Jesus taught and spoke of Himself was true. 

The Parable of the Soils
Read Mark 4:1-25
[also Matthew 13:1-23; Luke 8:4-18]
“And He began again to teach by the seaside: and there was gathered unto Him a great multitude, so that He entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land.”  In this way, Jesus began an intense period of teaching the people many things about the kingdom of God.

To “sow” is to spread seed by hand, by scattering it as the sower walks along through the field.  As the sower does so, the seed falls everywhere.  In the parable, the seed which the sower plants in the soil is the Word of God.  The sower in the story is Jesus, and all who will follow him in the future, preaching truth. 

1.
Describe briefly the meaning of what the Scripture says regarding each of the four soils, where each represents a different response to the gospel message. (Do not merely quote the Scripture, but tell in your own words what it means.)

a.
the wayside (path) —
“And these are they by the way side, where the Word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the Word that was sown in their hearts.” (:15)


b.
rocky ground — “offended” means that their pride and self-worth were of more value to them than the Word of God
“And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the Word, immediately receive it with gladness;  [But] have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the Word's sake, immediately they are offended.” (:16-17)


c.
thorns — “Unfruitful” means it produces no result!


“And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the Word,  And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the Word, and it becometh unfruitful.” (:18-19)  [That is, it produces no result!]

d.
good soil — “Fruit” is what is produced through living your life for Christ.
“And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the Word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirty-fold, some sixty, and some an hundred.” (:20)

2.
Making It Personal:  Briefly, which of these four soils best describes your own heart at this time? Why?     Personal answer.
3.
Please also read Luke 8:18 (like Mark 4:25).  What will be taken away from “whosoever hath not?”
“Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have.”



There are many who say they are Christians, but who do not truly know Christ.  They want the benefits of Christianity, but they are not willing to serve Christ or others, for they do not have a new heart ( they are still living a selfish, unbelieving life.  When they die, therefore, even their profession of Christianity will be taken away ( as they enter Hell itself.

A Storm at Sea
Read Mark 4:35-41
[also Matthew 8:23-27; Luke 8:22-25]
After a long afternoon and evening spent teaching the people, Jesus sailed with His disciples across the Sea of Galilee.  This lake is 12 1/2 miles long, and about 7 miles wide.  The Jordan River flows into it on the north end, and out of it on the south.  It is 27 miles east of the Mediterranean, and about 60 miles north-east of Jerusalem.  It abounds in fish; all was life and bustle along its shores.  (The historian Josephus reports that two million people lived around it!)

4.
a.
What does this passage show us about Jesus’ power?
“And He arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, ‘Peace, be still.’ And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.” (:39)


b.
What did Jesus ask the disciples
“And He said unto them, ‘Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?’” (:40)


c.
How did the disciples respond to Jesus?
“And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, ‘What manner of Man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?’” (:41)



This passage shows us Jesus’ power over all nature and creation.  When we are afraid, it shows us that we are lacking faith in God!

5.
Making It Personal:  Jesus has power over all things.  If He is your Lord and Master, then is there anything for you to be afraid of?  Explain your answer.     Personal answer.
The Madman among the Tombs
Read Mark 5:1-20
[also Matthew 8:28-34; Luke 8:26-39]
When they had arrived safely on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, a man who was possessed by demons confronted them immediately.

6.
The man who had been delivered from the demons wanted to go with Jesus.  What did Jesus tell him?
“‘Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.’  And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel.” (:19-20)


To “publish” means to spread the good news.  Likewise, when we receive salvation, are delivered from our sins, and in our “right mind” with God, we need to go and tell our families, friends, and neighbors what God has done for us.

Daughter of Jairus; Woman with Infirmity
Read Mark 5:21-43
[also Matthew 9:18-26; Luke 8:40-56]
After crossing the sea back over to Capernaum, Jesus is again immediately met by a huge crowd seeking His help and ministry.

7.
Did Jairus show faith when he asked Jesus to come heal his daughter?
Yes: “‘My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray Thee, come and lay Thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.’  And Jesus went with him; and much people followed Him, and thronged [all around] Him.” (:23)


He believed that Jesus had the power and authority to heal his daughter, and he entrusted himself to Jesus’ authority in his life.

8.
What was Jesus’ message to the woman who touched His robe?
“And He said unto her, ‘Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.’” (:34)

9.
a.
What did Jesus tell Jairus when informed of his daughter’s death?
“As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, ‘Be not afraid, only believe.’” (:36)



Death here is likened to “sleep.”  (When a true Christian dies, he “falls asleep” in this world only to awaken and be with Jesus in Heaven.)


b.
Jesus said to the little girl, 
“‘Damsel, I say unto thee, arise.’  And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment.” (:41b-42)

10.
Please notice the continued, unrelenting demands on Jesus’ time, strength, and attention.  Look again at this passage of Scripture from Mark 4:1 to 5:43.  


a.
List all of Jesus’ activities, starting with His teaching the crowds about the soils, and concluding with the restoring to life for Jairus’ daughter.


1) teaching by the seaside the parable of the soils;  2) crossed the Sea of Galilee and calmed the great storm;  3) encountered the madman among the tombs and cast out the demons;  4) returned across the sea of Galilee and was confronted by a great crowd;  5) met Jairus and agreed to go to his home;  6) was touched by the woman and healed her;  7) raised Jairus’ daughter back to life!


b.
Does it surprise you that this all probably took place in one 24-hour period?      Personal answer.


What a day! Mere men would faint in exhaustion (  spiritually and emotionally.  But Jesus was still busy ministering to others!

In the Synagogue at Nazareth
Read Luke 4:16-30
[also Matthew 13:54-58; Mark 6:1-6]
11.
Jesus read from the Old Testament book of Isaiah (61:1-2), a prophecy that all understood was about the coming of the Messiah.  How would you describe the role of the Messiah from what Jesus read (Luke 4:18-19)?
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised,  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord…”



Please also read Isaiah 61:1-2.  Notice that Jesus deliberately stopped half way through verse 2.  The rest of the verse says, “…and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn.”  This is a very significant choice.  In His first coming, Jesus fulfilled what He read.  The last part of verse 2 will be fulfilled when Jesus comes to earth the second time.  



The Jews did not understand the fact of two comings of the Messiah.  They were looking for the Messiah to come one time only, as a political king to throw off the rule of the Romans.

12.
After He had read and sat down, what did He say while all were watching Him?
“This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.” (:21)



What He read was fulfilled in His first coming.  What He did not read in Isaiah 61:2 will be fulfilled in His second coming.

13.
What was the ultimate response of the crowd to Him?
“And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath,  And rose up, and thrust Him out of the city, and led Him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast Him down headlong.” (:28-30)



The crowd hated Jesus at that moment and tried to kill Him, because Jesus had proclaimed to them that the Old Testament prophecy of Isaiah was literally fulfilled to them at that very moment!  Jesus Himself was the One anointed by God to heal their pain!  



The quotation from Isaiah was a prophecy about the Messiah that was to come, written 600 years before.  The Jews understood that Jesus was again proclaiming Himself to be the Messiah!  The Jews had only two choices: to embrace Him as the Messiah, or to kill Him as a false prophet and blasphemer.

Sending out the Twelve
Read Mark 6:6-13
[also Matthew 9:35-10:42; Luke 9:1-6]
After teaching His twelve apostles for some time  Jesus sent them out to preach and teach in the cities of Galilee on their own, in pairs.  Just before, He gives them careful instructions about trusting in God.
14.
Read Matthew 10:38-39.  


“And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me.  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for My sake shall find it.”



Jesus tells them that the person who tries to hold on to his own life for his own sake (to “find his life”) shall lose his eternal life.  The good news is: the person who gives His life to Jesus to follow after Him (to “lose his life” for his own sake in this world), will find eternal life!

Feeding the Multitude
Read Mark 6:30-44
[also Matthew 14:13-21; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15]
After ministering to many people intensely for some days, Jesus set out by boat with His disciples for a quiet place near the city of Bethsaida.  But the multitude of people found Him there and Jesus continued to serve them.  As the day’s end approached, the people were hungry.

15.
Why was Jesus moved with compassion for the people (:34)?
“And Jesus, when He came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and He began to teach them many things.” (:34)

16.
a.
How much food was there?
5 loaves and 2 fishes (:41)


b.
How many people were fed?     5000 (:44)


c.
How many baskets of leftovers were gathered?     12 (:43)

17.
Read John 6:14-15.  What did the people want to do with Jesus after He had fed them?
“When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take Him by force, to make Him a king, He departed again into a mountain Himself alone.” (6:15)



Jesus did not let them because it was not the purpose of His first coming.  One day, He will come again as the conquering King of Heaven and earth, not merely Judea (Revelation 11:15-18).

Jesus Walks on the Sea
Read Mark 6:45-52
[also Matthew 14:22-33; John 6:15-21]
18.
a.
After Jesus sent the crowds away, what did He do?
“He departed into a mountain to pray.” (:46)


b.
Making It Personal:  If this was the choice of Jesus, who is the Son of God, what is your own need to pray?     Personal answer.
19.
a.
How did the disciples respond when Jesus got into the ship?
“And He went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered.” (:51)



To “wonder” is to “marvel” or be filled with wonder.


b.
Why did the disciples find it hard to have faith? (What does the Scripture tell us about their hearts?)
“For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was hardened.” (:52)



A hard heart is a symptom of thinking as  the world thinks, with merely human wisdom, instead of thinking as God thinks.  All of the Christian life is a gift of God, and faith is no exception (Eph 2:8).

20.
Read also Matthew 14:22-33, and answer the following questions?


a.
What happened to Peter when he walked on the water?
“But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid…” (:30)


b.
What was Peter’s cry?
“…and beginning to sink, 
he cried, saying, ‘Lord, save me .’”


c.
What did Jesus do to help Peter?
“And immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and caught him…” (:31)


d.
What did Jesus ask Peter?
“…and said unto him, ‘O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?’”



To “wonder” is to “marvel” or be filled with wonder (it is not the same as having saving faith).

The Bread of Life
Read John 6:22-40

Right after this, Jesus and His disciples arrived in Capernaum.  The multitude who had eaten the loaves and fishes were searching for Him everywhere; they wanted more bread!  Jesus taught them about Himself, using “bread” as a figure for Himself.  The bread of the earth provides life  physically; Jesus is the “Bread of heaven,” who gives life  spiritually to those who believe. 

21.
a.
What did the crowd want at first?
“Then said they unto Him, ‘What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?’” (:28)



People have an inborn tendency to want to “do something” to earn God’s favor!


b.
What was Jesus’ answer to their question?
“Jesus answered and said unto them, ‘This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.’” (:29)



Jesus’ answer shows plainly that to be right with God is not a “work” that we do.

22.
a.
What does Jesus tell us about Himself (:35)?



Jesus told them three things: 1) I am the bread of life: 2) he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and 3) he that believeth on Me shall never thirst. (:35)


b.
What did Jesus say was “the will of Him that sent Me” (:40)?
“And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.” (:40)


Read John 6:41-58

23.
a.
What was the response of the crowd?



“The Jews then murmured at Him, because He said, ‘I am the bread which came down from heaven.’” (:41)


b.
Why did the crowd respond that way?
“And they said, ‘Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how is it then that He saith, I came down from heaven?’” (:42)

24.
 How did Jesus explain their unbelief in the face of His manifested glory?  (John 6:44, 65) 


“No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.” (:44)



“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on Me hath everlasting life.  I am that Bread of life.” (:47)



“I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: and the bread that I will give is My flesh [body], which I will give for the life of the world.” (:51)  [Jesus was referring to His sacrificial death on the cross, where He paid the penalty for our sins.]


Note that John 6:66 follows immediately after 6:65. People hate to be told about their inability to believe apart from God’s grace.


Read John 6:59-71

25.
How did the people respond to His teaching?


a.
“Many therefore of His disciples, when they had heard this, said, ‘This is an hard saying; who can hear it?’” (:60)


b.
“It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” (:63)



“‘But there are some of you that believe not.’ For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray Him.”


c.
“From that time many of His disciples went back, and walked no more with Him.” (:66)



When some saw that what Jesus came to give was not physical prosperity, but spiritual life everlasting, they turned away from Him.

Lesson 6
Jesus Shows His Deity

The Third Passover

This was about the time of the third Passover feast during our Lord’s public ministry.  It marked the beginning of Jesus’ last year on earth. Instead of attending the Passover in Jerusalem, He stayed in Capernaum and continued to teach the people.  The Pharisees continued to find major faults with Him.

Jesus Confronts the Pharisees
Read Mark 7:1-9
[also Matthew 15:1-21]
1.
What guided the Pharisees to “wash their hands?”
“For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the elders.” (:3)


The Pharisees’ “traditions” included the washing of their hands (up to the elbows) before they would eat.  This was especially required whenever they had been outside with the “common” people.  Their traditions held that they must be “clean,” that is, undefiled – not in any way “soiled.”  If they were outside, they would walk on the other side of the way from the common people, so as not even accidentally to touch a common person.  If they had been in the marketplace, in crowds, they would be considered “unclean” because of having brushed against some others’ clothing!



They had developed these traditions over time, adding them on top of the Scriptures given by God.

2.
What did the Pharisees ask Jesus?
“Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, ‘Why walk not Thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands?’” (:5)
3.
a.
How did Jesus answer them?
“He answered and said unto them, ‘Well hath Esaias [the prophet Isaiah, 29:13] prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoreth Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.’” (:6)



“Howbeit in vain do they worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” (:7)

b.
What did Jesus say was the reason that these traditions of men were wrong (in other words, in keeping their traditions, what had the Pharisees done toward God)?
“And He said unto them, ‘Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.’” (:9)


Whenever men want to establish their own rules outside of Scripture, to try and make themselves “holy,” they stray away from looking first to God and following Him with a whole heart.


c.
Making It Personal:  Is it possible to set your heart on keeping the religious rules of men, and still keep a whole heart toward God?     No. (Personal answer.)


Read Mark 7:10-13

4.
What did Jesus quote Moses as saying?
“For Moses said, ‘Honor thy father and thy mother…’” (:10)


By “Moses said” it was meant, “This is what God said through Moses.”  God spoke to Moses all of the Old Testament Law, which Moses wrote down in the books of Exodus, Deuteronomy, and Leviticus.

5.
a.
How had the Pharisees perverted the teaching of Moses?



“But ye say, ‘If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free.’  And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother.” (:11-12)



By “Corban” it was meant “a gift as unto God.”  In other words, a son or daughter had an obligation, under God, to take care of their parents in old age.  But the Pharisees taught that the person could use the money in other ways, if he claimed it as a gift to God (“Corban”).  They told him that he could be free of his obligation to his parents and do nothing for them.


b.
By keeping their traditions, what did they do to the Word of God?
“Making the Word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.” (:13)

Read Mark 7:14-23

6.
What did Jesus teach them defiles a man in God’s eyes?
“And he said, ‘That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil-eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:  All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.’” (:20-23)

7.
Making It Personal:  Do you see sin as rule-breaking or as the condition of your heart?  Briefly explain.     Personal answer.

Jesus among the Gentiles
Read Matthew 15:21-28
[also Mark 7:24-30]
When Jesus was on earth, He first came to the nation of Israel.  But His message was soon to go to the “gentile” nations also (all the nations other than Israel).  So He went north to the cities of Tyre and Sidon, in the region of Phoenicia.

8.
How did the Phoenician woman demonstrate her faith when Christ tested her?
“Then came she and worshipped Him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’” (:25)


She also acknowledged her place of subservience and her trust that He could heal: “…yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table” (:27)



Here is a gleam of that Light that was to shine upon the gentiles.  God deals with each one differently.  This story illustrates meekness, humility, perseverance, and patience ( with the result that Jesus commends the faith of the woman.  Her faith was rewarded – her daughter was healed.  (Even so, sometimes the reward is not until we reach heaven.)  Faith honors God.

The Power that Heals
Read Mark 7:31-37, 8:22-26
[also Matthew 15:29-31]
From Tyre and Sidon, Jesus went southeast, back to the area of the Sea of Galilee, but this time in the region of the Decapolis (ten cities of Greek influence on the east shore of the sea).

9.
What was the response of the crowd to Jesus’ healing the man who could not hear?
“And [they] were beyond measure astonished, saying, ‘He hath done all things well: He maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.’” (:37)
10.
Making It Personal:  Jesus has power to open ears to hear, and eyes to see.  To what degree would you say you are now able to “see” Jesus clearly and to hear His Word?     Personal answer.


Our prayer should be for the Lord to open our ears to hear His Word, and to open our eyes to “see” the Lord Jesus as He is revealed in the Word of God.

Peter’s Confession of Faith
Read Matthew 16:13-28
[also Mark 8:27-38; Luke 9:18-27]
11.
a.
Who did the people say Jesus is?
“And they said, ‘Some say that Thou art John the Baptist: some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.’” (:14)


Clearly, people saw for themselves that Jesus had spiritual power to do miracles.  John the Baptist had been killed, so they now thought either he or one of the prophets had been brought back to life by God.

b.
Who did Peter say Jesus is?
“And Simon Peter answered and said, ‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.’” (:16)


c.
Who did Jesus say revealed this truth to Peter?
“Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven.” (:17b)


d.
Making It Personal: Who do you say Jesus Christ is, and by what power do you make this confession (your “will”, your decision, or God)?         Personal answer.

The Scripture says, “From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day” (Matthew 16:21).  Jesus knew His purpose in coming to earth.  He knew He was to die physically as the sacrifice for the sins of His people, and that He would rise again to life on the third day after His death.

12.
a.
When Jesus said that He must die soon, what was Peter’s response to Jesus?
“Then Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall not be unto Thee.” (:22)


b.
What did Jesus say to Peter then?
“But He turned, and said unto Peter, ‘Get thee behind Me, Satan: thou art an offense unto Me: for thou savorest [desire] not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.” (:23)



It was human thinking to want Jesus not to have to suffer.  Satan uses Peter to try to take the Lord away from His purpose.

13.
Instead of rejecting the cross, what did Jesus tell His followers to do?


a.
In verse 24?
“Then said Jesus unto His disciples, ‘If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.’”


b.
In verse 25?
“For whosoever will save his life [for himself, in the attitude of his heart] shall lose it [spiritually]: and whosoever will lose his life [in the attitude of his heart] for My sake shall find it [spiritually].”


c.
In verse 26?
“For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”

14.
Making It Personal

a.
Why do people hold onto the inferior pleasures of the world and face the eternal consequences at death?           Personal answer.

b.
Hebrews 9:22 says “…and without shedding of blood is no remission.”*  If Jesus had not gone to the cross and died, shedding His blood for man’s sins, what hope of salvation would we have?  Explain your answer.


None!  Man is totally in sin – unable to come to a holy and just God.  Jesus is God’s provision for our sins – the perfect sinless sacrifice who paid the penalty for our sins in our place.



* “Remission” means pardon or forgiveness of sins.



The Scripture says that after this time, Jesus “steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51).  His mind’s eye clearly saw the cross, which was the reason He had come to earth.



Yet, “for the joy that was set before Him, [He] endured the cross, despising the shame” (Hebrews 12:2).  



“For He [God the Father] hath made Him [Jesus, God the Son] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  He took the  sin of His people (when He had none), and gave them His righteousness (when they had none)!

The Transfiguration
Read Matthew 17:1-13
[also Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36]
On the Mount of Transfiguration, near Mount Hermon not far from Caesarea Philippi, Jesus allowed the glory of God (that was temporarily covered by His human body) to shine through and become visible.  What a sight it must be!

15.
a.
Who was the voice that spoke? God the Father

b.
What did the voice declare about Jesus?
“While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him.’” (:5)

16.
What was the reaction of the three disciples?
“And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid.” (:6)

The Greatest in God’s Kingdom
Read Matthew 18:1-11
[also Mark 9:30-37; Luke 9:44-48]
After His transfiguration, Jesus traveled in the villages again, and freed a boy possessed by a demon (Matt. 17:14-20).  Then He returned to Capernaum, where He paid tribute money to the authorities from the mouth of a fish (Matt. 17:22-27).  He then taught the people about the true nature of the kingdom of God.

17.
a.
What characteristic did Jesus give for those who will “enter into the kingdom of heaven?”
Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (:3)

b.
What did Jesus say is the condition of those who are “greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” (:4)

18.
Making It Personal:  Children are needy and dependent.  In your own words, explain the lesson Jesus is teaching here.  Make it personal!     


Personal answer, hopefully to include that I must come to Jesus with a simple trust in Him, like that of a child.  (A little child does not see his own importance, but only his need.)

The Cost of Discipleship
Read Luke 9:51-62
[also Matthew 8:18-22]
In the fall of the last year of His public ministry, Jesus went to Jerusalem to attend the Feast of Tabernacles. He again went through Samaria on the journey from Galilee to Jerusalem, and He continued to teach the people the truth of God.

19.
What was Jesus’ reply to the disciples when they wanted to call down fire on those who had rejected Jesus?
“For the Son of Man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them.” (:56)
20.
What did Jesus say to the third man who wanted to go with Him?
“No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” (:62)

Read also Luke 14:26-33.  It is not that the believer actually gives up care for his family, but as Matthew Henry states, “our comfort and satisfaction in them must be lost and swallowed up in our love to Christ.  If we must either deny Christ or be banished from our families and relations, we must rather lose their society than His favor.”  The believer’s love for Christ must be greater than any other love so that all other loves seem like “hate” in comparison!

Total surrender to Christ is due to Christ.  The believer must see Christ as his ALL.  Jesus Christ is everything!
21.
Making It Personal:  Has God enabled you to follow Christ totally, “without looking back?”  Explain your answer.     Personal answer.
Lesson 7
Jesus Proclaims His Deity

The Feast of Tabernacles
Read John 7:1-18

Jesus left Galilee to visit Jerusalem during the Feast of Tabernacles (in October, only six months before His death).  He spent much time teaching the people in the Temple.  There was a sense of urgency in Him ( and in the crowds. 

1.
Why did Jesus say the world would hate Him?
“The world cannot hate you, but Me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil.” (:7)

2.
What were the reactions of the people as He taught?


a.
“among the people” in the Temple?
“And there was much murmuring among the people concerning Him: for some said, ‘He is a good man:’ others said, ‘Nay; but He deceiveth the people.’” (:12)



They thought He was deceiving the people when He claimed to be God’s Son!


b.
“And the Jews…”?
“And the Jews marveled, saying, ‘How knoweth this man letters, having never learned.’” (:15)



Jesus was raised at home without formal education such as the rabbis received.

3.
Who did Jesus say His doctrine (teaching) was from?
“Jesus answered them and said, “My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent Me.” (:16)   He was referring to God the Father.
The Woman Caught in Adultery
Read John 8:2-11

The Pharisees brought a woman who was caught red-handed in the act of adultery.  There was no doubt about her guilt under the Mosaic Law, which required that she be put to death as the penalty for her sin. The Pharisees thought that they could trap Jesus by forcing Him to choose between compassion and the Law.

4.
a.
What did Jesus finally say to the Pharisees about the woman?
“So when they continued asking Him, He lifted up Himself, and said unto them, ‘He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.’” (:7)



This is the principle of not condemning others without mercy.


b.
What happened to the crowd afterwards?


They were each one convicted of his own sin, and went out one-by-one, starting with the eldest, down to the last. (:9)

5.
a.
What did Jesus say to the woman?
“And Jesus said unto her, ‘Neither do I condemn thee…” (:11a)



Jesus came as Redeemer and Savior of His people.  In this He calls men everywhere to repent of their sins.  Here Jesus left the judgment of her current sin to others.



“And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.” – Isaiah 30:18


b.
“Go, and sin no more.’” (:11b)



True children of God act like children of God. We are not saved by our works, but we prove the genuineness of our faith by our works. (It is not that we  never sin again after being saved, but that we , from that moment on, will never continue in sin without a fight to forsake it.)

The Light of the World
Read John 8:12-30

6.
Who did Jesus tell them He is?
“I am the Light of the world, whoever followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” (:12)

7.
a.
What did Jesus tell the Jews about rejecting Him (:24)?
“I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins.”  (:24)


b.
What did Jesus say about His attitude toward pleasing His Father (:29)?
“And He that sent Me is with Me: the Father hath not left Me alone; for I do always those things that please Him.”  (:29)

About Abraham
Read John 8:31-59

8.
a.
Toward the end of this passage, what did Jesus proclaim in answer to the Jews’ question, “hast thou seen Abraham?”
“Jesus said unto them, ‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I Am!’” (:58)



Abraham was the “father of the Jewish people;” he lived approximately 2,000 years before Jesus!


b.
How did the Jews respond?
“Then took they up stones to cast at Him: but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the Temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.” (:59)



The Jews knew Jesus was claiming to be God when He told them that He existed before Abraham, and when He used the name “I AM” (which means, the Self-Existent One – uncreated and high above all).  The name “Jehovah,” is a possible translation of the Hebrew letters that mean “ I AM” (Exodus 3:14).

9.
Making It Personal:  Jesus here proclaimed His deity, that is, He claimed to be God!


a.
If He was not God and claimed to be God, would He be merely a good man, or would He be a liar (and deceiver)?  He would be a liar.

b.
Did the Jews here understand that He was claiming to be God?  Why do you say so?


Yes, because Jesus had spoken plainly 1) about God as His own personal Father, and 2) about being before Abraham, and 3) used the name “I Am” reserved for God alone.  The Jews showed they understood His claim when they assumed He was blaspheming and concluded that He deserved death.  (No other crime deserved death on the spot in this way.)


c.
When people today believe that Jesus was just a good man but not God (even though Jesus claimed to be God), are they reasonable in their thinking?  Explain your answer.


Personal answer, but hopefully to include: NO! – if someone thinks Jesus not to be God when He claims to be God, then they must consider Him a liar or terribly deceived; they cannot think Him to be just a “good man.”

The Man Born Blind
Read John 9:1-17

Before leaving Jerusalem at the conclusion of the Feast of Tabernacles (in October, after His confrontation with the Pharisees), Jesus continued to heal and teach the people.  The healing of the man who was born blind is one of the most dramatic miracles Jesus performed.  

[Some scholars place John 9:1-10:21 two months later, at the beginning of the Feast of Dedication in December.]

10.
What was the blind man’s initial defense of Christ?
“He answered and said, ‘…one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.’”
11.
What reason did the Pharisees give for rejecting the truth about Jesus?
“Therefore said some of the Pharisees, ‘This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the Sabbath Day.’” (:16)


Read John 9:18-41

12.
a.
Why were the man’s parents reluctant to answer the Pharisees’ questions?
“These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that He [Jesus] was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue.”  (:22)



To be put (or cast) out of the synagogue was to be excommunicated from Jewish community life.  It was a severe form of punishment, which all Jews would avoid at all costs.


b.
What did the Pharisees do to the man born blind as a result of his declaration (:34)?
“They answered and said unto him, ‘Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us?’ And they cast him out.” (:34)

13.
What was the special insight about Jesus which the man born blind said to the Pharisees?
“If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.” (:33)

14.
Making It Personal

a.
Read again John 9:38.  Was it right for Jesus to allow the healed man to worship Him?  Explain your answer.


Yes:  Jesus is God.  It would not have been right if Jesus were just a man and nothing more.



It was a hardship to be cast out of the synagogue (:34), but the man who could now see could also see the truth.  He exchanged the approval of man for the approval of God. 


b.
In your own words, what did Jesus then say about sight and blindness?


Jesus taught that He came to enable those who could not see Him to see (by faith); and those who thought they could see already (and therefore needed no help from Him), He left in their spiritual blindness. (:39)



The approval of man is but for a fleeting moment;  acceptance by God is forever.  Matthew 16:26 says, “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” 



Can we not compare ourselves with the man born blind?  We were born with a sin nature: “In sin did my mother conceive me” – Psalm 51:5.  We are born in spiritual darkness (John 3:19-20).  But if  we are quickened (made alive) to our living God, through the working of God’s Word and His Holy Spirit, we see the things of God and are brought out of the darkness into the Light.  Praise be to the Almighty God!

The Good Shepherd
Read John 10:1-18

15.
a.
Who is the Good Shepherd?     Jesus (:11, 14))

b.
Who are the sheep?     All men who call upon Jesus for salvation from their sin.

16.
What was Jesus referring to when He said the following?


- “The Good Shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” (:11b)


- “No man takes it [My life] from Me, but I lay it down of Myself;  I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.” (:18)


Jesus is foretelling about His sacrificial death to pay the penalty for our sins on the cross.



This shows us that Jesus was not a “victim” of an angry mob at the cross, but that everything that happened was in God’s plan of redemption for His people.

17.
Making It Personal:  Does this picture of Jesus as the Good Shepherd bring you comfort?  Explain your answer.

Personal answer.


“He shall feed His flock like a shepherd: He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young” – Isaiah 40:11.

Lesson 8
The Shepherd and His Sheep

The Good Samaritan
Read Luke 10:25-37

Upon leaving Jerusalem after the Feast of Tabernacles was over at the end of October, Jesus sent 70 of His disciples out two-by-two into villages in the area, to announce the good news of the coming of the Kingdom of God (Luke 10:1-24).  Then He continued to teach throughout the regions of Judea and Perea.

1.
How did the lawyer answer Jesus, when Jesus asked him, “What is written in the Law about how to inherit eternal life?
“And he answering said, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.’” (:27)

2.
a.
Who does Jesus teach is our neighbor?
“‘Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?’  And he said, ‘He that showed mercy on him.’” (:36-37)


b.
What was Jesus’ commandment to the lawyer (and to us)?
“Then said Jesus unto him, ‘Go, and do thou likewise.’” (:37b)

3.
Making It Personal:  What do you learn from the story of the Good Samaritan about loving your neighbor?


Personal answer.  We are commanded to do so, and our neighbor is everyone around us, even those we think are undeserving.

Martha and Mary
Read Luke 10:38-42

Mary and Martha lived with their brother Lazarus in Bethany ( two miles from Jerusalem on the southeastern slope of the Mount of Olives (just on the other side from Jerusalem).

4.
a.
What did Mary choose to do?
“And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard His word.” (:39)


b.
What did Martha choose to do?
“But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to Him, and said, ‘Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.’” (:40)


c.
Why was Mary’s choice the wiser one?


Mary was looking on the things of eternity – the lasting things, which were needful and good for her.



It is easy in our busy lives to get caught up in being busy doing things, and we miss the important things.  The important things include taking daily time to pray to the Lord, to read the Bible, and to reflect on the Word we have read.

5.
Making It Personal:  How large a place do prayer and reading the Bible have in your life at present?  How much time do you spend each day doing these activities?


Personal answer
Woes upon the Pharisees
Read Luke 11:37-41

After Jesus left Bethany, He continued to teach the people and work many miracles.  He also was increasingly clear about the sins of pride and self-righteousness.

6.
Why did the Pharisee “marvel” at Jesus?
“And when the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that He had not first washed before dinner.” (:38)



Jesus had been outside, teaching a crowd of common people.

7.
a.
What did Jesus tell him about the outside versus the inside?
“And the Lord said unto him, ‘Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full of ravening and wickedness.’” (:39)


b.
What did Jesus call the Pharisees?  Why?
“Ye fools, did not He that made that which is without make that which is within also?” (:40)


c.
Instead of polishing their outward appearance, what did Jesus tell them to do?
“But rather give alms of such things as ye have; and, behold, all things are clean unto you.” (:41)



“Alms” were gifts given directly to the poor.  Jesus was not prescribing “giving alms” as still another outward thing to do, but rather as a reflection of a new self-sacrificial attitude in the heart.


Read Luke 11:42-54

8.
When Jesus pronounced the “woes,” what were some of the characteristics He stated:


a.
Of the Pharisees?
“But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.” (:42)



“Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets.” (:43)


Read Luke 11:42-54


b.
Of the lawyers (experts in the law)?



“And he said, ‘Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers.’” (:46)



“Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered.” (:52)

9.
This was a moment when the Pharisees might have heard judgment against their own wicked hearts, and repented.  How did they respond?
“And as He said these things unto them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to urge [to argue with] Him vehemently, and to provoke Him to speak of many things:  Laying wait for Him, and seeking to catch something out of His mouth, that they might accuse Him.” (:53-54)

The Rich Fool
Read Luke 12:13-21

10.
What did Jesus say regarding covetousness: of what does our life not consist?
“And He said unto them, ‘Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.’” (:15)

11.
a.
What was the attitude of the rich man in the parable?
“And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease: eat, drink, and be merry.’” (:19)


b.
What was God’s response?
“But God said unto him, ‘Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?’” (:20)

12.
Making It Personal

a.
What is the application to us?
Jesus said, “So is he that layeth up treasures for himself, and is not rich toward God.” (:21)


b.
How can you be rich toward God?     Personal answer.

The Feast of Dedication
Read John 10:22-42

While continuing His ministry in the southern part of the country, Jesus again visited Jerusalem during the Feast of Dedication (in December).  It commemorates the victory of the Jews over the Syrian king Antiochus Epiphanes in 164 BC (approximately 200 years earlier), when the Temple was re-dedicated for worship after the Syrians had treated it shamefully.

The Pharisees and scribes (the religious leaders in Jerusalem) were becoming increasingly angry toward Jesus.  They felt threatened by the people following after Him, fearing Roman intervention.  And they could see that He was teaching that all were sinners and needed God’s forgiveness, even themselves!  Pride and unbelief kept them from repenting from their own inward sinful attitudes:  they knew they must stop Jesus in some way.

13.
a.
What did Jesus tell them about His sheep?
Jesus said, “But ye believe not, because ye are not of My sheep, as I said unto you.  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” (:26-27)



“And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.  My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand.” (:28-29)


b.
What did Jesus tell them about Himself and His Father?
“I and My Father are one.” (:30)


c.
What was the reaction of the Jews to this?
“Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him.” (:31)

14.
a.
In answer, what did Jesus tell them about His “good works” (the miracles He had done)?
“Jesus answered them, ‘Many good works have I showed you from My Father; for which of those works do ye stone Me?’” (:32)


b.
Did the Jews dispute with Jesus that He had done these good works?
No one ever claimed His miracles were false – they all agreed that in fact He had done many miracles right in their midst!
15.
What did the Jews say was the reason they wanted to stone Him?
“The Jews answered Him, saying, ‘For a good work we stone Thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that Thou, being a man, makest Thyself God.’” (:33)



Remember, a “blasphemy” is to come directly against God’s truth, by accusing God of a lie, or by claiming to be God.

16.
a.
How did Jesus finally speak of His good works to give them an opportunity to repent (:38a)?
“If I do not the works of My Father, believe Me not.  But if I do, though ye believe not Me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.” (:37-38)


b.
What did He tell them to do (:38b)?
“…that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.”

The Lost Coin
Read Luke 15:8-10

After the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, during the winter before His crucifixion, Jesus traveled extensively in Perea, to the east of the Jordan River.  He used dramatic parables (stories) to illustrate for the people God’s true heart of love for His children.

17.
What does Jesus say occurs in heaven over one sinner who repents?
“Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” (:10)

18.
Making It Personal:  If God granted you repentance and faith, how would heaven greet the news?     Great joy!
Lesson 9
The Last Months

After leaving Jerusalem in December, Jesus continued to teach the people about Himself in the areas around Jerusalem, including Judea and Perea.  In the last months before the crucifixion, He showed them both God’s compassion toward lost sinners, and God’s utter rejection of those who want to lean on their own strength.

The Lost Son
Read Luke 15:11-32

1.
a.
What was the attitude of the younger son at the beginning of the story?
“And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me.’ And he divided unto them his living.” (:12)


b.
What was the result of his attitude?
“And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.” (:13)

2.
a.
What did the younger son come to realize when he was in the field feeding the pigs and “came to himself?”
“And when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!’” (:17)


b.
What was the attitude in his heart then?
“I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,  and am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.’” (:18-19)



This is a clear picture of heartfelt repentance:  1) being honest about one’s own sin,  2) confessing one’s unworthiness  to God,  3) submitting to God’s authority,  4) desiring to be near to God no matter what the cost.  Repentance toward sin means a change of heart and mind. It involves turning from sin toward God with all the heart.  If we linger or return to the impoverished world of the lost and dying, if we lust after pig’s food, then we prove we are not truly repentant.

3.
a.
What did his father do when he saw him a great way off?
“And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.” (:20)


b.
What did his father say to the servants when he returned home?
“But the father said to his servants,… ‘For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to be merry.” (:22-24)


c.
Making It Personal:  Does the father’s reaction to the son’s return surprise you?

Personal answer, hopefully to include the incredible love and forgiveness of the father.

Read Luke 15:25-32

4.
What was the attitude of the elder son when he first heard the news of his brother?
“And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him.” (:28)

5.
a.
How did he answer his father?
“And he answering said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends.’” (:29)


b.
Who was he thinking about the most, himself or his brother’s salvation?     himself.



Please notice how this teaching from Jesus perfectly illustrates the problem of the religious leaders.   They were focusing on their outward rule-keeping to be “good;”  God was looking upon the true condition of their hearts!

6.
Making It Personal:  Are you more like the younger or the older son?  Explain your answer.     Personal answer.

Rich Man, Beggar Man
Read Luke 16:19-31

This passage teaches that Hell is a real place.  The beggar named Lazarus in this story is different than the Lazarus who was the brother of Mary and Martha.

7.
What are we told about Hell in this passage?
“And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.” (:26)



Where death finds us, eternity will hold us forever and ever.

8.
Would people who do not believe the Bible’s account of Jesus, believe in Him if some were to rise from the dead to speak to them?
“And he said unto him, ‘If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.’” (:31)

The Raising of Lazarus
Read John 11:1-27

After teaching some time in Perea (east of the Jordan River), Jesus began His final trip to Jerusalem in the spring, just a few months before the Passover feast.  Lazarus, Mary, and Martha had been trusted friends.  No doubt He had great compassion in the face of the pain of sin and death.

9.
In Jesus’ talk with Martha, what did He say about Himself?
“Jesus said unto her, ‘I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.’” (:25)



“Resurrection” means ‘a return to life following death.’  Jesus Christ died, but following His death He arose from the dead and lives!  Because He lives, in like manner all true believers shall live again and be forever with the Lord!

10.
What was Martha’s answer to Jesus when He asked her, “Believest thou this?”
“She saith unto Him, ‘Yea, Lord: I believe that Thou art the Christ [Messiah], the Son of God, which should come into the world.’” (:27)


Read John 11:28-44

11.
Before raising Lazarus, for what purpose did Jesus thank the Father in the hearing of all?
“And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, ‘Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me.  And I knew that Thou hearest Me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that Thou hast sent Me.’” (:41-42)

12.
What happened when Jesus commanded Lazarus to “come forth?”
“And when He thus had spoken, He cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come forth.’  And he that was dead came forth!” (:43-44)


Read John 11:45-53

13.
a.
Did the Pharisees doubt that Jesus actually did many miracles?
No.     “Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, ‘What do we? for this man doeth many miracles.’” (:47)


b.
Making It Personal:  Do you think that any dead man could resist the command of God to come forth from the grave?  Explain.     No.  (The only reason to doubt is if we remain with a hard heart and blinded eyes.)


c.
Why would the Pharisees not leave Jesus alone?
“If we let Him thus alone, all men will believe on Him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation.” (:48)

14.
a.
What prophecy about Jesus did the high priest give?
“‘Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.’  And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation.” (:50-51)



The high priest thought that Jesus should die, so that the Romans would not react to the threat of another “king.”  The prophecy which correctly predicted that Jesus would die was of God, but His purpose in Jesus’ death was far greater than the high priest could have imagined.


b.
What did the Pharisees do from that day on?
“Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put Him to death.” (:53)



For the religious leaders, it was a clear choice:  they had to put Jesus to death because they feared that many more would believe in Him, and that they would lose not only their position of influence over the people, but also their own position of power under the Romans!

The 10 Lepers
Read Luke 17:11-19

15.
a.
What was the response of the one leper who was healed?
“And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God,  And fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.” (:15-16)


b.
What did the leper receive from Jesus in addition to a physical healing?
“And He said unto him, ‘Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.’” (:19)


The leper’s faith was a gift from Jesus and an indication of his salvation.

The Proud and the Humble
Read Luke 18:9-14

16.
Who did Jesus speak this parable to?  Who did they trust in?
“And He spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others.” (:9)

17.
a.
What was the attitude of the Pharisee?
“The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican [tax-collector].  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.’” (:11-12)   [He counts his good deeds to earn God’s favor!]


b.
What was the attitude of the publican (tax-collector)?
“And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner.’” (:13)

18.
Which one was accepted by God?  Why?
“I tell you, this man [the tax-collector] went down to his house justified rather than the other [the Pharisee]: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” (:14)



God sees our hearts.  He knows our thoughts and motives.

Jesus and the Children
Read Luke 18:15-17
[also Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16]
19.
What must our hearts be like in order to enter the kingdom of God?
“Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein.” (:17)

20.
Making It Personal:  God blesses the humble and the needy.  What characteristics of a child are you longing for God to impart to your heart?

Personal answer, hopefully to include: no self-exaltation, trusting, obedient, teachable, taking the lowest place.

The Rich Young Ruler
Read Luke 18:18-30
[also Matthew 19:16-29; Mark 10:17-30]
The time was now short.  Jesus was making His way steadfastly toward His last week in Jerusalem.  He continued to teach the people the necessity of receiving from God the gift of repentance; a new heart with new affections and an unreserved commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord.

21.
a.
Who did Jesus say was the only one who is good?
“And Jesus said unto him, ‘Why callest thou Me good? none is good, save One, that is, God.’” (:19)



By this Jesus was testing the man, to see if he recognized that all men are sinners.


b.
Why did the young ruler think that he himself was good?
“And he said, ‘All these have I kept from my youth up.’” (:21)

22.
a.
What did Jesus tell him to do?
“Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow Me.” (:22)



Jesus was not laying down a new “good work” that we must do in order to be saved from our sin.  Instead, He was showing the young ruler the affection of his own heart toward riches that was preventing him from complete commitment and trust in Jesus.


b.
Why was the young ruler sorrowful?
“And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich.” (:23)



In the end, the man loved his riches more than he loved eternal life.
23.
a.
In what did the young ruler trust?     In his own riches.


b.
Making It Personal:  What affections of heart are you struggling with?     Personal answer.
24.
What does Jesus say about those who are rich in regards to entering the kingdom of God: is it easy or hard?
“And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, He said, ‘How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!’” (:24)

25.
a.
Notice what Jesus says in 18:27 about salvation.  When God seems far from us, and impossible for us to reach because of our sin, what assurance does Jesus give us about God’s capability?
“And He said, ‘The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.’” (:27)


b.
Making It Personal:  Have you ever doubted God?     Personal answer.
(If so, memorize this verse and rejoice in His power!)

After this meeting with the rich young ruler, Jesus went though Jericho, where He healed blind Bartimaus and saved Zaccheus from himself (Luke 18:35-19:28).  Then He arrived in Bethany (just a short way from Jerusalem), where Lazarus’ sister Mary anointed Him for burial (Matt. 26:6-13) ( on the night before the triumphal entry into Jerusalem.

Lesson 10
The Last Week

The Triumphal Entry
Read Matthew 21:1-11
[also Mark 11:1-11; John 12:12-19]
This event marks the beginning of the final week of Jesus’ physical life on earth.  It starts with His Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, and ends with His resurrection from the dead, after having been crucified on a Roman cross three days before.  On Sunday, at the beginning of the week before Passover (the fourth of His public ministry), Jesus entered Jerusalem.  By a separate gate on the same day, the priests were bringing into Jerusalem the huge flock of lambs which were used for the Passover sacrifices at the end of the week.   [Taken from Chronology of the Crucifixion Week, by Wayne Carver; The Christian Jew Foundation, PO Box 345; San Antonio, Texas 78292. Available from Chapel Library.]
The people were looking for the Messiah to come as King, to deliver them from their outward political bondage to Rome.  But Christ came as the Lamb of God, to deliver them from their inward spiritual bondage to sin.

1.
What title did the crowds use for Jesus as He entered Jerusalem?
“And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.’” (:9)



This was one of the titles of the Messiah in the Old Testament (Psalm 118:25).

Cleansing the Temple
Read Matthew 21:12-16
[also Mark 11:15-19; Luke 19:45-48]
2.
What stimulated Jesus’ righteous anger when He entered the Temple?
“And said unto them, ‘It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.’” (:13)



The moneychangers would exchange foreign money into the Hebrew half-shekel coin, which was required of every Jew to be given in the Temple once a year (Exodus 30:13).  Passover was their busiest season.  The moneychangers kept a good portion for themselves, thus they were thieves.

3.
What does this passage tell about the typical picture that many people have of Jesus’ being always kind and quiet?



Jesus displayed a righteous anger which was not cautious to hold back on His fury, when fury was deserved against sin.  He was strong, decisive, and bold.



Since Jesus walked the earth, believers are blessed to know the love of God manifested by the indwelling Holy Spirit.  But there is coming a day of judgment when the world will see the wrath of God against sin, and fierce will be that day!

4.
a.
What displeased the religious leaders (:15)?
“And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David;’ they were sore displeased.”


b.
What did they say to Jesus?
“And said unto Him, ‘Hearest thou what these say?’”



They were expecting Jesus, whom they thought to be a mere man, to stop the people from calling Him the names which were reserved for the Messiah.  (The people also called Jesus the “King of Israel” – John 12:13.)


c.
How did Jesus answer?
“And Jesus saith unto them, ‘Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast perfected praise?’” (:16)



In Jesus’ answer, He again quoted a passage from the Old Testament foretelling of praise to God (Psalm 8:2).  In effect, Jesus said to them, “You want Me to tell them to stop calling Me the Messiah.  But since I am the Messiah, it is totally right for them to do so!”

5.
Read Luke 19:47-48.  What did the religious leaders seek to do to Jesus then?
“And He taught daily in the Temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy Him,  And could not find what they might do: for all the people were very attentive to hear Him.”

The Scribes and Pharisees Test Jesus
Read Matthew 22:34-40
[also Mark 12:28-34; Luke 20:40]

[entire context: Matthew 21:23-22:46; Mark 11:27-12:44; Luke 20:1-21:4; John 12:20-50]

During the first part of this final week, the lambs for Passover would be closely inspected to see if there were any spot or blemish in them.  (If so, they were rejected as an unacceptable sacrifice.)  So also the religious leaders came to test Jesus, to try to find a “fault” in Him.  They attempted to trap Him into saying something for which they could accuse Him of breaking the Mosaic Law of God.

6.
One asked Jesus, “Master, which is the great[est] commandment in the law?”  What did Jesus tell him?
“Jesus said unto him, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.’” (:37)   [Deuteronomy 6:4-5.]

7.
Who else did Jesus say to love in addition to God?
“And the second is like unto it, ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’” (:39)

8.
What “hangs” on these two commandments?
“On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”



By "hangs” is meant “depends.”  These two commandments are the heart of God’s Law for us.

Woes upon the Pharisees
Read Matthew 23:1-12
[also Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:45-47]
In every attempt to trap Jesus, He answered their questions with perfect authority. Jesus also asked them questions in return, so that “no man was able to answer Him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask Him any more questions” (Matthew 22:46).

9.
a.
What reason did Jesus give to obey the religious leaders?
“Saying, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat …’” (:2)



“Moses’ seat” was the seat of authority given by God in the Old Testament, whereby Moses read the Law of God to the people. (Moses was the first leader of the Jewish nation.)


b.
Why did Jesus tell the people not to follow after the “works” of the Pharisees?
“All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not.’” (:3)

10.
What underlies the Pharisees’ sins that Jesus mentions?


a.
Pride, lust covetousness.    “But all their works they do for to be seen of men…” (:5)  “And love the uppermost rooms at feasts…” (:6)

11.
What does Jesus proclaim as God’s standards for exaltation, in opposition to the Pharisees’ pride of performance?
“But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.  And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.” (:11-12)


Read Matthew 23:13-24

Now Jesus concludes these exchanges with the religious leaders, by pronouncing upon them the judgment of God.

12.
What was the first sin of the Pharisees which Jesus described (“woe”)?
“But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.” (:13)



By “suffer,” Jesus meant that they did not allow men who were desiring to find God’s truth to find it.  Instead they only pointed men to do outward works, and did everything they could to deny and put down the actual Messiah, Jesus Himself!

13.
a.
What were the “weightier matters” of the law which the Pharisees were omitting?



“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law: judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.” (:23)


b.
Are these acts that can be easily seen?


Yes and no: they often show themselves in outward acts if help to others, but they begin with inward attitudes. No, not on the outside, because they are works of the Spirit and manifest themselves in displays of true Christian character. But on the other hand, Yes, they can be seen when demonstrated to bring glory to God (Joh 15:4-8). Even the unregenerate can see the moral and civil righteousness of them (1Ti 5:24-25; Joh 13:34-35). So, either answer is acceptable. The question is designed to get the student to think, perhaps.

Read Matthew 23:25-39

14.
a.
What fault did Jesus show in the Pharisees’ focus on the outside versus the inside of a cup?
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.” (:25)


b.
How were the Pharisees like white-washed tombs (“sepulchers”)?
“…ye are like unto whited [white-washed] sepulchers [above ground tombs], which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness.  Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” (:27-28)


“Iniquity” means lawlessness, contempt of law.  It is a condition not simply without law, but set against the law (in this case the Law of God).  The word can be translated “wickedness.”

15.
When did Jesus say that these religious leaders would see Him again?
“For I say unto you, Ye shall not see Me henceforth, till ye shall say, ‘Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.’” (:39)



This will be at Jesus’ second coming, when He comes as King over all the earth.  At that time, all nations will see Him as He is, bow the knee to Him, and acknowledge that He is in truth, “Lord”  (Revelation 15:3-4). (See also Eze. 37:23-28, 39:28-29; Zech. 2:10-13, 12:10; Rom. 11:26; 2 Cor. 3:15-16.)



This scene closes our Lord’s public ministry.  (He would still minister in private to the apostles.)  
16.
Read John 12:42-45.  How did many respond to Him at this time?
“Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on Him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.”

Watching for the Master’s Coming
Read Matthew 24:42-51
[also Matthew 24:1-25:46; Mark 13:1-37; Luke 21:5-37]
After pronouncing the final woes upon the Pharisees in the Temple, Jesus took His disciples east across the Kidron Valley outside the walls of Jerusalem, to the Mount of Olives ( a short 20-minute walk.  It affords a panoramic view of Jerusalem and the Temple Mount.  Jesus is speaking of the time when He shall return again to earth.  He uses these illustrations to teach that believers should be always ready for His second coming.  His entire teaching on this occasion is called the Olivet Discourse.
17.
What are believers warned to do in regard to Jesus’ second coming to earth?
“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” (:44)

18.
What could be a temptation for people who have a false profession of faith when they sense that Jesus has delayed His return, and there seems to be no accountability for their sins?
“But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, ‘My lord delayeth his coming;’  And shall begin to smite his fellow-servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken.” (:48-49)

The Wise and Foolish Maidens
Read Matthew 25:1-13

19.
Why were the foolish virgins not present and ready to go in with the Bridegroom?


They had taken their lamps, but no oil.  They were relying only on the outward show of religion, but they had no real indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

20.
a.
Did they think they had a right to enter the chamber?
Yes: they called Him “Lord.”    “Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, ‘Lord, Lord open to us.’” (:11)


b.
What did the Bridegroom (Jesus) say to them?
“But He answered and said, ‘Verily I say unto you, I know you not.’” (:12)



Many who profess Christ will be surprised in that day, because they had no saving relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  (They do not possess a new heart, and have never been born again from above. They have no power over sin, no joy in God.)

21.
What does Jesus admonish believers therefore to do in regard to His certain return?



“Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh [again].” (:13)

The Last Judgment
Read Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus knew He was soon to be put to death.  He taught His disciples that He would return to earth again, a second time.  That will be the time of judgment upon the sin of those who refused to turn to Him.

22.
What will happen when the Son of Man (Jesus) returns to earth the second time?
“When the Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory:  And before Him shall be gathered all nations: and He shall separate them one from another.” (:31-32)



This was (and is) the misunderstanding of most Jews.  They were looking for the Messiah to come as an earthly king to establish His throne and throw off the oppression that they suffered under Roman rule.  Their vision was small, for it is in His second coming  that Jesus Christ shall “sit upon the throne of His glory;” and  end all oppression.  His first coming was as a suffering servant (see Isaiah 53).  His second will be as reigning Lord of the universe.

23.
a.
What will be the action of King Jesus toward those on His right?
“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, ‘Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’” (:34)


b.
What will be the action of Jesus toward those on His left?
“Then shall He say also unto them on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.’” (:41)



Everyone must appear before Jesus.  Those who are His followers will enter into His heavenly kingdom.  Those who are not will be cast into Hell.



We need to take careful consideration – Jesus is not saying that man is saved by his good works.  Salvation is a gift of God, through faith in Christ alone.  Works are a “fruit” that are manifest after one is saved and in Him.  Christians are known by their works, not saved by them (Hebrews 13:20-21).  Once one is saved, it is Christ who is working in him that which is pleasing to God.

24.
Read the following passages and write in the missing words on your answer sheet.

a.
Ephesians 2:8-9,  “For by grace are ye saved through faith and not of yourselves: it is the gift of God not of works, lest any man should boast.”


b.
Is faith a gift of God?

Yes.

c.
What role do good works have in salvation from sin?

None!


First it is salvation from sin; then it is doing good works. The good works are not to earn God’s favor, but are a gift of God to His people, that He may be glorified in them.



Hebrews 12:2:  “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

25.
Making It Personal

a.
Can you ever be “good” enough for a pure and holy God?



No, never in ourselves, because God’s just requirement is holy perfection (as He is).  Our only hope is to come “in Christ,” who becomes our righteousness when we trust in Him alone.


b.
Are you ready to stand before the judgment seat of God?  Explain your answer.      Personal answer.
Lesson 11
The Last Supper

The Betrayer
Read Matthew 26:14-16
[also Mark 14:10-11; Luke 22:1-6]
Jesus was now daily in Jerusalem, and He had clearly defined God’s truth as very different from the ways of the religious leaders.  Tension was in the air as crowds gathered for the Passover.  The stage was set for the great sacrificial death of the Son of God.  Jesus knew He would be betrayed and crucified.  He also knew when He called His twelve disciples which one would betray Him.

1.
What was one of the motives of Judas in arranging to betray Jesus?



“Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests,  And said unto them, ‘What will ye give me, and I will deliver Him unto you?’ And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.” (:14-15)

2.
Read also Luke 22:2.  What had the religious leaders determined to do to Jesus?
“And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill Him; for they feared the people.”

The Last Passover
Read John 13:1-20
[also Matthew 26:17-20; Mark 14:12-17; Luke 22:7-14]
To this day, the Jewish people celebrate the Passover meal after the traditions from the Old Testament law.  It begins with the eating of the Passover lamb, after sundown on the fourteenth day of the first Jewish month—in the spring.  (The Jewish days run from sunset one day to sunset the next day.)

It was customary for a servant to wash the feet of all the guests as they entered a home, because the streets were so dusty.  It was common courtesy to do so, to show honor—much like we might take someone’s coat from them in cold weather, and hang it up for them (except that the very lowest of servants did the foot-washing).

But on this occasion there was no servant present.  Who would stoop to the lowly position of the servant to wash everyone’s feet?

3.
a.
What was Peter’s response when he was about to have his feet washed?
“Peter saith unto Him, ‘Thou shalt never wash my feet.’” (:8a)


b.
How did Jesus answer him?
“Jesus answered him, ‘If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me.’” (:8b)


c.
“Jesus saith to him, ‘He that is washed [in My salvation] needeth not [to bathe again], save to wash his feet, but is clean [saved from the condemnation of sin] every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.’” (:10)



By this Jesus meant that  those who are spiritually  “clean,” in being “washed” by Jesus’ atoning death on the cross, are justified and forgiven once for all.

4.
Making It Personal

a.
Jesus, the Son of God, came to earth and took the role of a servant.  What should be our attitude toward others?


We should likewise be servants.  If not, we are putting ourselves above Jesus Christ!  In lowliness of mind, let each one esteem others as better than themselves.


b.
Are you making attempts to serve others?  Explain.     Personal answer.

The Lord’s Supper
Read Matthew 26:26-30
[also Mark 14:22-26; Luke 22:15-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
5.
a.
What did Jesus say the bread represents?
“Take, eat; this is My body.” (:26b)


b.
What did Jesus say the cup represents?
“For this is My blood of the new testament…” (:28a)



“Testament” means “covenant.”  A covenant is an agreement (in this case one-way between God and man) which cannot be broken.

6.
What is the purpose of the new covenant – what did the shedding of Jesus’ blood accomplish for those who believe in Him?
“For this is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission [forgiveness] of sins.” (:28)



The “new covenant” is the new one-way agreement which God has determined for His own relation toward man.

7.
Read 1 Corinthians 11:25.  What is the purpose of partaking in the bread and cup of the Lord’s Supper today (this is also called “Communion”)?
“This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Jesus’ Last Teachings
Read John 13:31-38
[also Matthew 26:30-35; Mark 14:26-31; Luke 22:31-38]
After the Passover meal, Jesus began to teach His eleven disciples the deeper things of God, which they would need to know in order to walk in faith after His crucifixion and ascension.  This passage, filled with love, explains the relationship of the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit (the Triune God) with the believer. 

8.
What did Jesus say God “shall straightway” do (:32)?
“If God be glorified in Him, God shall also glorify Him in Himself, and shall straightway glorify Him.” (:32)



Here Jesus was referring to the glory of the cross and His resurrection, by which death was conquered, and Christ returned to the glory He had with God before His human birth.

9.
What was the “new commandment” that Jesus gave?
“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” (:34-35)


Read John 14:1-14

10.
In order to comfort His disciples about His departure, what does Jesus tell us about where true Christians will be also?
“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” (:3)

11.
How did Jesus answer Thomas’ question, “How can we know the way?”


a.
“Jesus saith unto him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life…’” (:6a)


b.
Are there other ways to come to God except by Jesus?         No.
12.
Explain what Jesus meant when He told Philip, “He that hath seen Me, has seen the Father.”


Jesus and the Father were One.  Jesus is as much God as is God the Father. (:9)



This is the mystery of the Trinity:  One God in three Persons – God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.


Read John 14:15-24

13.
In four different verses within John 14:15-24, Jesus mentions both His commandments and His love.  What are those four verses and their main overall message?


:15, :21, :23, :24.  The main overall message is that if we love God, we will obey Him out of a motive of love (not to try and earn His favor, which favor He has already granted to His children through Christ.)

14.
What did Jesus tell them about where the Holy Spirit “shall be,” and how He will be manifested (:17)?
“And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever;  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you and shall be in you.” (:16-17)



Notice all three Persons of the Godhead are involved (:16).


Read John 14:25-31

15.
What does Jesus describe as one of the main ministries of the Holy Spirit (:26)?
“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” (:26)

16.
What example did Jesus give as the motive for obedience to God?
“But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave Me commandment, even so I do…” (:31)     Jesus perfectly obeyed God the Father in all things.


Read John 15:1-15

17.
a.
What must believers do in order to bring forth “much fruit?”
“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit…” (:5a)


b.
How much can a person accomplish of spiritual value, when he is not abiding in Jesus?
“…for without Me ye can do nothing.” (:5b)



To “abide” in Jesus means to rest in and continually “live” in Jesus.  He is the believer’s  life!  We live to do His will, not our own.


c.
Making It Personal:  On the basis of being “without Me” (Christ), what percentage of your time is spent doing “nothing?”      Personal answer.

Read John 15:16-27

18.
How does Jesus tell us the world will treat His followers?
“Remember the word that I said unto you, ‘The servant is not greater than his lord.’ If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept My saying, they will keep yours also.” (:20)

19.
What is another ministry of the Holy Spirit regarding Jesus (:26)?
“But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of Me:” (:26)



This is one of the key ways to discern that which is truly from God, and that which seems “spiritual” but is false:  does the activity or message glorify Christ?  This is a main purpose of the Holy Spirit.


Read John 16:1-15

20.
a.
What provision has God made for believers now that Jesus has departed from the earth bodily?
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.” (:7)


b.
What is a key ministry of the Holy Spirit (:8)?
“And when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin.” (:8)


c.
What is the sin which the Holy Spirit reproves first and foremost (:9)?
“Of sin, because they believe not on Me.” (:9)



The Holy Spirit does for the believer now what Jesus did for the disciples when He was on the earth:  He teaches him , comforts him, testifies of Jesus, and convicts him of his sin.  When Jesus left the earth bodily, He sent the Holy Spirit to minister to His disciples, and all who follow after in faith in Jesus.

Gethsemane
Read Matthew 26:36-46
[also Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46]
At the end of the Last Supper, Jesus told His disciples, “And now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was” (John 17:5).  The time for His sacrifice was at hand.  Late the same evening after the Passover meal, Jesus led His disciples out of the city of Jerusalem, up to a garden on the side of the Mount of Olives.

21.
What phrases are used to describe Jesus’ sorrow?
“And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee (James and John), and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.  Then saith He unto them, ‘My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with Me.’” (:37-38)

22.
a.
What was Jesus’ request to the Father?
“And He went a little further, and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, ‘O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me…’” (:39a)


b.
What words show Jesus’ obedience to the Father’s will?
“…nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” (:39b)

23.
Read Luke 22:44.  How intense was His praying?
Extremely intense, even beyond our comprehension.     
“And being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: and His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”



Jesus was not in anguish fearing the excruciating pain of death on a Roman cross, which He knew lay ahead.  Many men have faced extreme pain bravely.  But Jesus’ suffering here was different – on a different level altogether.  It was the anticipation of bearing on the cross the full wrath of God toward sin, as He took upon Himself the just punishment of the sin of His people.  Jesus, the perfect and Holy Son of God who was without sin, became sin for those who believe in Him (2 Corinthians 5:21).  Jesus Christ Himself was and is the only acceptable Sacrifice for sin.

Betrayal and Arrest
Read Matthew 26:47-57
[also Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:1-14]
24.
Who was actually in control in the Garden (notice especially verses 53-56)?
Jesus was the one who was in complete control of everything happening.
“Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall presently give Me more than twelve legions of angels?” (:53)    [A Roman legion consisted of 6,000 soldiers.]

25.
Read also John 18:6.  What happened to the armed soldiers when Jesus spoke?
“As soon then as He had said unto them, ‘I am He,’ they went backward, and fell to the ground.”



Note: in the original Greek language in which the New Testament was written, there is no “he.”  What Jesus actually said to them was: “I Am!” He spoke with complete authority and power as God.

Lesson 12
“It Is Finished!”

The Trial of the Jews
Read Matthew 26:57-27:2
[also Mark 14:53-15:1; Luke 22:54-71; John 18:12-27]
Jewish law forbade secret trials at night.  Yet the religious leaders were anxious to stop Jesus from threatening their religious and political power. 

1.
What was the objective of the religious leaders in Jesus’ arrest?
“Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put Him to death.” (:59)



Mark 14:59 tells us, “But neither so did their witness agree together.”

2.
Finally, what did the high priest ask Jesus (:63)?
“And the high priest answered and said unto Him, ‘I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God?” (:63)



‘Christ’ in Greek means ‘Messiah.’  All Jews understood that the Messiah would be deity, God Himself come to earth as a man.  To claim to be the Messiah was to claim to be God!

3.
Up until now Jesus had been silent in His trial.  But now was the critical moment.  How did Jesus answer the high priest?
“Jesus saith unto him, ‘Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” (:64)



In Mark 14:62 Jesus said, “I Am!”

4.
a.
What did the high priest accuse Jesus of in his response?
“Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, ‘He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses?’” (:65a)



To ‘rend’ one’s clothes was to tear them open.  It was the most extreme form of expressing personal outrage in the Jewish culture.


b.
What verdict did the religious leaders pronounce?
“‘Behold, now ye have heard His blasphemy.  What think ye?’ They answered and said, ‘He is guilty of death.’” (:65b-66)

5.
Making It Personal

a.
Is it blasphemy to claim to be God, if the one making the claim is in fact God?     No!


b.
Is it possible today for anyone rightfully to believe Jesus to be only a good teacher, and nothing more?


No, since He claimed to be God, He must be worshipped as God, or rejected as a liar (as did the religious leaders).  To claim that He is only a good teacher and nothing more is blasphemy!


The religious leaders were right to avoid simply accepting Him as a “good teacher,” as an alternative to being Messiah.  If He is not the Messiah, He was a liar and blasphemer and deserved to die!  But, He is the Messiah indeed!

The Trial of the Romans
Read Matthew 27:11-32
[also Mark 15:1-21; Luke 23:1-26; John 18:28-19:16]
Under Roman occupation, only Romans could administer the death penalty.  So it was necessary for the religious leaders also to have a trial before Pilate, the Roman procurator (regional governor).

6.
What did Pilate ask Jesus (:11)?
“And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked Him, saying, ‘Art thou the King of the Jews?’ And Jesus said unto him, ‘Thou sayest.’” (:11)

7.
What did Pilate understand was the motive of the Jews in delivering Jesus for judgment (:18)?
“For he knew that for envy they had delivered Him.” (:18)

8.
When Pilate declared that, “I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it,” how did the crowd respond?
“Then answered all the people, and said, ‘His blood be on us, and on our children.’” (:25)



This is a terrifying example of self-condemnation. Let us all beware of what we say!

The Crucifixion
Read Matthew 27:33-54
[also Mark 15:22-47; Luke 23:33-56; John 19:17-42]
9.
What visible physical sign did God give to all of His judgment upon sin at the cross?
“Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.” (:45)   [That is, from noon until 3 PM – the Jews counted the hours starting at sunrise.]

10.
What did Jesus cry out to God at about the ninth hour?
“And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is to say, ‘My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’” (:46)



This was the judgment of sin at the cross.  God the Father forsook God the Son, placing His full wrath for all the sin of His children upon Jesus.

11.
Read also John 19:30.  What were Jesus’ last words from the cross (and in His earthly life)?
“When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, ‘It is finished:’ and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.”



Jesus’ cry, “It is finished!” meant He had accomplished all that the Father had sent Him to do!  This was the moment when the full price for the sins of His people had been paid in full, with no further payment due or possible.  His death bought Life Eternal to all who look to Him for their salvation (1 Corinthians 6:20, 1 Peter 1:18-19).

12.
What were some of the visible signs, which God gave upon Jesus’ work of redemption being finished?
“And, behold, the veil of the Temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;  And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose.” (:51-52)
13.
What was the reaction of the Roman centurion to the events at the cross?
“Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, ‘Truly this was the Son of God.’” (:54)

14.
Making It Personal:  Does the death of Jesus by the hand of the Father (Isaiah 53:10, Acts 4:27-28) cause you to rethink the seriousness of sin in the world? Of your personal sin? Explain.       Personal answer.

Read Matthew 27:55-66

15.
a.
What concern did the religious leaders have after Jesus’ death?
“Command therefore that the sepulcher [tomb] be made sure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night, and steal Him away, and say unto the people, ‘He is risen from the dead:’ so the last error shall be worse than the first.’” (:64)


b.
What provisions were made to be sure that Jesus’ body would not be stolen?
“So they went, and made the sepulcher sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.” (:66)



As you review this lesson on the crucifixion, please allow the full importance of the cross to sink into your understanding.  Ask God to show it to you clearly.  Meditate on the terrible costliness of sin and its propitiation* in the death of Jesus: Jesus is the final  Passover Lamb. 



* Propitiation – the full satisfaction of God’s righteous wrath toward sin.



“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19).



“Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our Passover [lamb] is sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7).



“And when He had taken the book, …[they all] fell down before the Lamb, …And they sung a new song, saying, ‘Thou art worthy…for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation’” (Revelation 5:8-9).

Lesson 13
“He Is Risen Indeed!”

The Resurrection
Read Matthew 28:1-15
[also; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18]
The Passover meal was on Thursday evening.  Jesus was arrested late that evening, and tried during the night.  Friday was the day of the crucifixion.  The Jews were anxious to have it completed, so that the body could be buried before the Sabbath Day (the seventh day of the week, Saturday).  What follows takes place, then, on the first day of the week, Sunday.  Jesus had foretold that He would rise again on the “third day.”  The Jews counted any part of a day, as a day ( so Friday was the first day, Saturday the second, and Sunday the third day.  [Note: some scholars place the days of the week differently, but still with three days in the tomb and the resurrection on Sunday.]
1.
What happened on the morning of the first day of the week (:2)?
“And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.”

2.
What was the reaction of the guards (“keepers”)?
“His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:  And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.” (:3-4)

3.
a.
What did the angel say to the women?
“And the angel answered and said unto the women, ‘Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.  He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.’” (:5-6a)


b.
What title did the angel use to refer to Jesus?
“Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” (:6b)

4.
Read also Luke 24:4-8.  What did the angel remind them of that Jesus had told them earlier?
“Saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’”



The Resurrection of Jesus from the dead is a wonderful and glorious fact – the center point of human history.  It confirms to us that the Sacrifice (which was offered for the sins of His people) was in fact fully accepted by God the Father.

5.
What did the women do when they first saw Jesus?
“And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, ‘All hail.’ And they came and held Him by the feet, and worshipped Him.” (:9)

6.
a.
What did the religious leaders tell the soldiers to say?
“And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers,  Saying, ‘Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole Him away while we slept.’” (:12-13)


b.
Was this scheme successful among the Jews?
Yes.     “So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.” (:15)



If the soldiers were asleep on guard duty, how could they possibly know who came to take the body or what happened to it?  And, sleeping on guard duty was a very serious offense;  it was always punished by death!  If in fact they were asleep, how would Roman justice not punish them?  



The biblical account offers the only plausible answer!  The religious leaders, soldiers, and Roman authority conspired to cover up the truth: Jesus Christ is risen from the dead!
The Road to Emmaus
Read Luke 24:13-32
[also Mark 16:12-13]
7.
What did these two men believe that Jesus had come to do (:21)?
“But we trusted that it had been He which should have redeemed Israel.”

8.
What was Jesus’ response to their conversation?
“‘Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?’  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” (:26-27)



Jesus explained to them all the Old Testament prophecies and teachings which were about His first coming.  These were about suffering and glory, not an earthly Jewish kingdom.

9.
What was the response in their hearts after Jesus left them?
“And they said one to another, ‘Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures?’” (:32)

He Is Risen Indeed
Read Luke 24:33-49
[also Mark 16:14; John 20:19-29]
10.
In what ways did Jesus prove to them that it was really He, in His real human body, and not just a ‘ghost’?



“Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself: handle Me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have.” (:39)



Jesus’ hands and feet were totally convincing proof, for they bore the wounds of the nails from crucifixion.



“And He took it, and did eat before them.” (:43)

11.
What did Jesus say was the reason that all these things had happened to Him (:44)?
“And He said unto them, ‘These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me.’  Then opened He their understanding, that they might understand the Scriptures.”

Jesus Appears to Many
Read Matthew 28:16-20
[also Mark 16:15-18; 1 Corinthians 15:3-8]
12.
How much of God’s power was now given to Jesus?  Please take an additional moment to reflect on this.
“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, ‘All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.’” (:18)

13.
a.
What did Jesus give to them as His “Great Commission” (:19-20)?
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you…”


b.
What was His promise to them?
“And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (:20b)

14.
Read also 1 Corinthians 15:5-7.  How many eye-witnesses were there to Jesus after His resurrection?
“And that He was seen of Cephas [Peter], then of the twelve:  After that, He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep [have died].  After that, He was seen of James; then of all the apostles.”

The Ascension
Read Acts 1:1-14
[also Mark 16:19; Luke 24:50-53]
After the Resurrection, Jesus presented Himself to the apostles and many others over a period of 40 days.  Finally, He appeared to His apostles on the Mount of Olives.

15.
What were Jesus’ final words to His apostles (:8)?
“And He said unto them, ‘… But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.’”

16.
How did Jesus depart from them?
“And when He had spoken these things, while they beheld, He was taken up; and a cloud received Him out of their sight.” (:9)

17.
What was the message of the two angels about how Jesus will come again?
“Which also said, ‘Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.’” (:11)

Please notice the many Old Testament prophecies, written hundreds of years before, which were fulfilled in Jesus’ sacrificial death and resurrection.

Triumphal Entry:  
Zechariah 9:9
Matthew 21:1-9

Betrayal:
Psalm 41:9
Matthew 26:14-15

Tried and condemned:
Isaiah 53:8
Matthew 27:1-2

Silent before His accusers:
Isaiah 53:7
Matthew 27:12-14

Smitten and spat upon:
Micah 5:1; Is. 50:6
Matthew 26:67, 27:30

Mocked and taunted:
Psalm 22:7-8
Matthew 27:39-43

Death by crucifixion:
Psalm 22:14-17
Matthew 27:31

Suffer with transgressors, and pray for them:


Isaiah 53:12
Matthew 27:38

Given vinegar and gall:
Psalm 69:21
Matthew 27:34

Cast lots for garments:
Psalm 22:18
Matthew 27:35

Bones not broken:
Numbers 9:12
John 19:31-36

Sacrificial death for sin:
Isaiah 53
John 1:29, 11:49-52

Raised from the dead:
Psalm 16:10
Matthew 28:1-10

At God’s right hand:
Psalm 110:1
Mark 16:19

Making It Personal:  What Think You of Jesus?

18.
1 John 5:10 says:  “He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made Him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of His Son.”  And 1 John 5:12: “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.”


Do you believe or believe not the record God gave of His Son?  Why?     Personal answer.

19.
Why is Jesus Christ your only hope of salvation and forgiveness from your sins?     Personal answer.
20.
Take some time to review all the lessons (1-13) of this study.


a.
What new understanding have you gained about Jesus Christ?     Personal answer.

b.
Have changes been made in your heart through the work of the Holy Spirit?  Explain.     Personal answer.

21.
Do you have any feedback you would like to give MZBI?      Personal answer.
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