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God’s Preservation/Man’s Perseverance 
Eternal Security 

 

by L.R. Shelton, Jr. 

 

These messages were delivered over the Word of Truth Radio Network 

 

Sermon I. 

It has been upon my heart for some time now to give a series of messages on the subject of the PERSEVERANCE OF THE 

SAINTS, or THE ETERNAL SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER, as set forth in the inerrant, unbroken, inspired Word of God. The Holy 

Spirit has directed my thoughts and understanding in bringing these messages at this time for the glorification of the Lord, the 

comfort and edification of His people (all of those who have been born again by the Spirit of God and washed in the blood of Christ 

by faith), and for the warning of those who would misuse this precious doctrine to cover up their heart of false profession. 

The only reason I believe this gracious teaching of the perseverance of God’s people, is that this truth is taught in God’s Word. 

To me the perseverance of all God’s people to the end of life, is a most precious and comforting truth, because it honors all of God’s 

attributes - to name a few: His wisdom, His faithfulness, His goodness, His mercy, His patience, and His long-suffering - and it 

gives glory to His eternal salvation. It honors and glorifies the all sufficiency of the GRACE of God, which is given to us freely in the 

Lord Jesus Christ, because it assures the people of God a safe passage to heaven and glorification with Christ forever and ever. 

Further, this gracious truth honors the work of Christ for His people. It puts an eternal value upon His precious shed blood, 

upon His eternal love in dying for us, upon all His suffering beneath our sins; and most of all it assures that His work was not in 

vain. My dear friend, this is precious to me, because it fulfills His precious promise made in John 6:39,40: “And this is the Father’s 

will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. And 

this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will 

raise him up at the last day.” Also this truth of the perseverance of the saints makes Isaiah 53:11 stand out in such an amazing way 

- listen! “He [Christ] shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied.” These words teach us that of all for whom Christ died 

He shall lose none, for His work was a satisfying work to the justice of God in payment for the sins of His people and the 

vindicating of the holy Law of God which we had broken, and under whose curse we abode. 

This gracious truth also honors the work of the Holy Spirit in the children of God, for His work not only includes regeneration, 

effectual calling and conversion, but it also includes sanctification and the bringing of those for whom Christ died to that blessed 

state of glorification with Christ forever and ever. Surely He takes the things of Christ and reveals them unto us, and this causes us 

to walk in that way of righteousness and true holiness unto the end. 

Listen now! when we go into a subject like this, we must of necessity consider it from all sides and from different views, that we 

do not get a distorted view of it. You ask, “Why?” My friend, it is because this gracious truth of the eternal security of the believer, 

taken by itself as a teaching or doctrine, cannot be rightly understood until it is worked out in our lives in a PRACTICAL way. The 

reason why this precious doctrine has been misunderstood, is because many have taken it by itself without the practical 

outworking in their lives, using it as a cloak under which to hide the sins they continue to indulge, or as a soothing salve to their 

conscience as they try to justify the sins of the flesh, saying to themselves, “Once saved, always saved, so my sins are all taken care 

of.” No, my friend! This precious, comforting truth of the eternal security of the believer was NOT given to us so we could go on in 

sin, but to help us in our walk down here on earth, to give our faith a basis for a good hope through grace, and to encourage our 

hearts midst all the obstacles of the flesh, the world and the devil that come against the people of God. 

With all these thoughts in mind and by the grace of God, I will set before our hearts this precious truth of the eternal security 

of the believer from four views: Two from God’s side, or GOD’S PRESERVATION, showing the reality and blessedness of this 

doctrine of being preserved or being kept by God Himself; and two from man’s side, or MAN’S PERSEVERANCE: his responsibility 

to continue on in the pathway of righteousness and true holiness, in spite of all difficulties and obstacles, showing how this 

gracious truth is worked out in the lives of God’s children in a practical way. Then, last of all, as the Lord leads, I will answer from 

God’s Word the objections which many make against this Biblical doctrine of true security for the people of God. I ask of you to 

please hear ALL of the messages before you come to any conclusion, for there is much light from God’s Word on this subject, both 

from God’s sovereignty in preservation, and from man’s responsibility in perseverance. 

First, from God’s view, we see that 1) THE TRUE CHRISTIAN HOLDS FAST IN PERSEVERANCE TO THE END BECAUSE HE 

IS HELD FAST BY THE LORD; and 2) EACH TEACHING OF GOD’S WORD UNDERLINES THE TRUTH OF WHAT WE CALL 

“FINAL PERSEVERANCE.” 

Then from man’s side, we see that 1) EACH BELIEVER MUST HOLD FAST TO THE END BECAUSE HE IS COMMANDED TO 

DO SO; and 2) HE WILL HOLD FAST TO THE END BECAUSE OF WHAT HAS BEEN WORKED IN HIM BY GOD THE HOLY 



 

2 

SPIRIT, based upon the all-sufficiency of the grace of God as given us in the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Let us first consider GOD’S PRESERVATION: The true Christian holds fast in perseverance to the end because he is held fast by 

the Lord. The Scriptures abound with this great truth. If it were not so, then there would be no assurance of our reaching heaven 

at last, because of the depravity of our hearts, the dangers along the way, the attacks of Satan, and the continuous allurements of 

this present evil world. Therefore, because of all this, our Lord has left us many great and precious promises for faith to lay hold of 

in every time of need, to encourage our hearts to go on. One such promise is found in 1 Peter 1:3-5: “Blessed be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again into a lively hope by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 

heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” Notice that 

the salvation that God gives to His people in Christ is an inheritance that is INCORRUPTIBLE, that is, it cannot change. It is 

spoken of as being UNDEFILED, for it will stand all the stain of sin. Also it is an inheritance that WILL NOT FADE AWAY; that is, it 

is not a mirage, because He Who gives it is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and He is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Who Himself is our salvation. 

But I believe the greatest comfort of all, is that this is an inheritance that is reserved in heaven for me. You see, when God saves 

a precious soul by His grace and through the power of the Holy Spirit, He lets that sinner know that the work He has done is a 

work for eternity; and so sure it is that God will get His beloved, blood-bought child home, that he RESERVES a place in heaven 

for him! This is all of grace; and it gives an assurance that is precious to my soul. It lets me know that He Who planned, purposed, 

and worked out my salvation, will not fail to get His children home at last. Let me illustrate what this great truth means to me: 

There is a chair at the great marriage supper of the Lamb that no one else can use, because it has been reserved for me by the 

Master of the supper Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ. There is a home in heaven that no one can live in but your speaker, because it 

has been reserved for me by the Lord Himself. There is a crown in heaven that no one else can wear but your speaker, because it 

has been given to me in Christ and reserved for me by God Himself. My friend, all of this is pure, undeserved grace. You see, your 

speaker by nature is nothing but a hell-worthy sinner, but I am now what I am because of God’s grace. You might say, “Pastor, that 

is presumptuous pride, to speak like that!” No, my friend, this is what the Word of God speaks to me; this is what this great 

teaching of the eternal security of the believer means to me in Christ. He Himself has given me the faith to lay hold of this great 

truth in Him, and He lets me walk with Him in it day by day. 

Now I hear someone else say, “But Pastor, if I believed that, then I would take my fill of sin and live as I please, because I can do 

nothing that will mar this inheritance!” But if you were a true child of God, you would never make that statement, for in the new 

birth or regeneration you are given a new, divine nature that loves holiness and righteousness, and a desire to please Him Who 

called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. You would understand from 1 John 3:9 that “whosoever is born of God doth 

not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.” In other words, you would know that 

a child of God does not make sin the practice and rule of his life anymore. 

So we learn from this passage in 1 Peter 1:3-5 that 1) The true Christian does not keep himself, but is kept by the power of God 

through faith unto salvation, which salvation God has given us freely in the Lord Jesus Christ. Under this same heading, another 

precious thought is: 2) God will never forsake His people, for His justice and His faithfulness forbid Him to do so. In Psalm 37:28 

we read that “the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever.” Dear friend, how could our 

great God in His grace put it any stronger than this, that He loved His people who were sinners, so much that He sent judgment 

upon Christ for them? His justice demanded complete payment for all our sins against His broken Law, so in love He paid the full 

price for them by sending His only begotten Son to die in our place. Then, because His justice has been satisfied by the shedding of 

His precious blood, He will not forsake His saints, but will preserve them forever. 

Again, we read in 2 Thessalonians 3:3 that “the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.” You see, 

because our sin-debt to the justice of God has been paid in full, in His faithfulness to His promise He keeps us from evil and 

establishes us in Christ Jesus. This same truth is also brought out in Jude 24: “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, 

and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.” Dear friend, is not this comforting to your heart, 

that our God will keep us to the end? 

One more thought before we must close today: 3) God will fulfill His purposes for His people, and nothing can hinder them. We 

read in Psalm 138:8, “The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth for ever.” You see, 

Philippians 1:6 will explain this verse: “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will 

perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Yes, God will perfect that which concerneth me, continuing to do His work of grace in my 

heart and in the hearts of His blood-bought children forever. 

The most precious of the promises along this line is found in John 10:27, where we hear Christ speaking: “My sheep hear my 

voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life; and THEY SHALL NEVER PERISH, neither shall any 

man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 

Father’s hand.” Oh how precious is this great truth of the PRESERVATION of the saints, and their PERSEVERANCE to the end, 
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because of the love of God to our souls, and the love of Christ in providing SO GREAT SALVATION for those whom God the Father 

had given to Him in electing love! 

“Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not; 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided - 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! - T.O. Chisholm 

 

Sermon II. 

Dear friend, last week in presenting this blessed truth of THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS, or THE ETERNAL SECURITY 

OF THE BELIEVER as it is set forth in God’s Word, we felt led by the Holy Sprit to outline this to you by first viewing it from God’s 

side which is preservation (being preserved by God), and then from man’s side which is perseverance (a continuing on in the 

Christian walk in spite of all difficulties and obstacles); then lastly, as the Lord leads, to answer from God’s Word the objections 

which many make against this Biblical doctrine of true security for the people of God. 

Under GOD’S PRESERVATION, we were considering first, that THE TRUE CHRISTIAN HOLDS IN PERSEVERANCE TO THE 

END BECAUSE HE IS HELD FAST BY THE LORD. The Word of God is filled with this precious truth. Jeremiah 32:40 sets this 

forth in these words - listen as God speaks to His people: “I will make an everlasting covenant with them [the people of God Whom 

Christ bought with the price of His own precious blood], that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my 

fear in their hearts, that THEY SHALL NOT DEPART FROM ME.” My friend, did you hear these blessed words of comfort to the 

true people of God? God says in this everlasting covenant that He will not turn away from His people - He will never stop doing 

good to them - so “they shall not depart from Him.” And why will God never depart from His people, nor they from him? Because 

He has made with them in Christ - not a temporal covenant - but an everlasting covenant of grace, ordered in all things and sure, a 

covenant that is ratified and sealed by the blood of Christ, the anointed, eternal Son of God. 

This promise corresponds to Ezekiel 36:26-27 where the Lord said, “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 

within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit 

within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.” You see, dear friend, the true 

child of God holds fast in perseverance to the end, because he is held fast by the Lord Himself in this everlasting covenant of grace, 

by the work of the Holy Spirit in him to give him a new heart and a new spirit, and the daily grace to follow on in the pathway of 

righteousness and true holiness to the end. 

Another precious promise given to the true children of God to encourage their hearts in the truth that God will hold them fast 

to the end, is found in Psalm 94:14: “For the LORD will not cast off his people, neither will he forsake his inheritance.” You see, the 

Scripture plainly says that God will not forsake His people; yet there are people who say that a child of God can lose his salvation, 

which is saying that God will cast off His people. But I would rather believe God than man, and rest in the unchanging God and His 

unchanging love for me in Christ, wouldn’t you?  This verse in Psalm 94 corresponds to Hebrews 13:5-6 where again God affirms, 

“I will NEVER leave thee, nor forsake thee, so that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do 

unto me.” 

Now turn and look with me at Psalm 37:23,24,28, another portion that teaches that the true Christian holds fast in 

perseverance to the end because he is held fast by the Lord Himself: “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he 

delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: FOR THE LORD UPHOLDETH HIM WITH HIS HAND...For 

the LORD loveth judgment, and FORSAKETH NOT his saints; they are preserved for ever.” There are several thoughts here in these 

verses of Scripture which we want to set forth for our learning. These verses speak of the SECURITY of the people of God: They, 

being His chosen ones, cannot perish and go to hell, because their steps are ordered by Him. I say here is PRESERVATION, for God 

leads His people to be faithful to hold out to the end. Why? As Philippians 2:13 tells us, “For it is God which worketh in you both to 

will and to do of his good pleasure.” And He holds us by His almighty power, so we are “kept by the power of God” (1 Peter 1:5). 

Yet we read another thought in these verses of Psalm 37 before us: Look at the expression, “though he fall, he shall not be 

utterly cast down.” Why did the Psalmist put this expression here? Because God’s people have fallen down through the centuries: 

Noah fell, Sampson fell, David fell; but there is a difference between falling and falling away. You see, God’s people may falter and 

fail and fall and flounder, but when they do, they are not utterly cast down BECAUSE SIN IS NOT THE BENT OR RULE OF THEIR 
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LIFE. God will certainly bring them back in confession and repentance as He did David - read Psalm 51. He will renew them again 

even as He did Peter when Peter came back weeping bitterly over his sin in repentance. Yes, “the Lord upholdeth them with his 

hand...and forsaketh not his saints, they are preserved forever” - not temporarily, not conditionally, but they are preserved forever 

by His amazing GRACE. 

Now I ask, Does this blessed truth of final perseverance by the people of God because of the powerful preservation of God, give 

the children of God a license to sin or to go on in a careless, prayerless way, without regard for the worship of the living God and 

His holiness? GOD FORBID! “For how shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” (Rom 6:2). No way! because Christ is 

now living His life in us by His Spirit, and our desires are after God and His ways. We may fall into acts of sin because we are still in 

these old bodies, but sin no longer is the bent and rule of the believer’s life,and we are no longer under its power and dominion. 

Let us now move on into the New Testament, and look at a few passages of Scripture from among the many that declare to us 

this great and glorious truth of the final perseverance of the children of God because they are held fast by the Lord Himself in 

preservation. To me, some of the most gracious statements in the Word of God are found in John 10:27-29, where our Lord said, 

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life; and THEY SHALL NEVER 

PERISH, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able 

to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.” You see, the people of God persevere because they are preserved by God the Father and 

God the Son in that double hiding place where the people of God are placed when they become children of God by faith in Christ. 

These words correspond to Colossians 3:3, where we read concerning the children of God, “For ye are dead [because we died with 

Christ at the cross] and your life is hid with Christ in God.” 

Notice what our Lord and Saviour said about His sheep, those for whom He died, here in John 10:27: He said, “My sheep hear 

my voice.” And why do they hear His voice? Because they have had their ears circumcised to hear the voice of the Son of God, so 

they are ALIVE unto Him (John 5:25), and He unto them, because He knows them and calls them by name (John 10:3). Also, a 

stranger’s voice they will not follow, but will flee from him (John 10:5), so they are listening and hearing the Shepherd’s voice from 

His Word. Then they do the next thing spoken of in verse 27 of John 10: Our Lord said, “They follow Me.” Yes, they are also 

circumcised in their feet to follow Christ wherever He leads. 

Then in John 10:28, our Lord adds that He gives unto His sheep eternal life, and because of this gift of ETERNAL life “they shall 

never perish.” My friend, try as you will, you cannot make these words mean any thing other than that “they shall never perish,” for 

the gift God has given them is eternal life in Himself; and this means that because He lives, His people shall live also with Him 

wherever He is, and that forever (John 14:19). Also in John 10:28 He states that His people are SAFE IN HIS HAND, and no man is 

able to pluck them out of His hand. And in verse 29 He gives greater assurance of the security of His people by saying they are also 

in His Father’s hand, for His Father gave them to Him, and no man is able to pluck them out of the Father’s hand. Now how can 

the great eternal fact of the final perseverance of the children of God be stated any more strongly than this? - that they are kept by 

the POWER of God (1 Peter 1:5), because they are in Christ, hid with Christ in God, and nothing or no one can touch them! For 

how can you take any one away from the Omnipotent God, the all-powerful God, Who sits upon the Throne of the universe? 

So again we see that the Scriptures abound with proof of the final perseverance of the children of God because they are kept and 

held by the preservation of God unto the end, even as Jude expresses in verses 24 and 25: “Unto him that is able to keep you from 

falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory 

and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.” There are many, many more such Scriptures which bring out this 

truth, but one more will suffice for this time. Listen to Romans 8:33-39: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is 

God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand 

of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are 

accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS THROUGH HIM THAT LOVED 

US. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, SHALL BE ABLE TO SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD, WHICH IS 

IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD.” Dear friend, if we had no other passage in the Bible, I believe that this passage would teach us the 

impossibility of any child of God falling away. It shows how IMPOSSIBLE for one who has been born again by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, who has repented with true heartfelt repentance toward God the Father, and has cast himself upon Christ (Who is God the 

Son) by faith in all that He is and has done for him in His substitutionary work at the cross; for such a one to fall away and be 

separated from the love of God in Christ and perish forever, it is IMPOSSIBLE! Also this passage teaches that it is impossible for the 

devil to ever get one of God’s children. So all of this proves the truth of the final perseverance of the children of God, because they 

are preserved by God Himself in that inseparable union of love. 

For your private study, here are some of the many other Scriptures which show this great truth of the eternal perseverance of 

the children of God: Matt 24:24; John 5:24, 6:37,39,51, 14:19, 17:11; Rom 6:14, 8:30, 9:23; 11:29; 1 Cor 1:8; Eph 1:13,14, 4:30; 1 

Thess 5:9,23,24; 2 Tim 1:12, 2:19, 4:18; Heb 6:17,18, 10:14; and Jude 24. And again as I requested in our first message, please wait 

until you have heard ALL these messages before you judge what is said about this gracious doctrine, for thus far we have only seen 

the doctrine from God’s side, which is God’s PRESERVATION. We will soon be considering another set of Scriptures concerning 

the RESPONSIBILITY OF MAN in keeping himself in the love of God and walking in the way of righteousness and true holiness. 
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Dear children of God, rejoice in the knowledge that you can hold fast in perseverance to the end because you are held fast by the 

Lord Himself. 

Faith takes Comfort in Christ’s Atonement – Isaiah 53:5 

From whence this fear and unbelief? 

Hast thou, O Father, put to grief 

Thy spotless Son for me? 

And will the righteous Judge of men 

Condemn me for that debt of sin 

Which, Lord, was charged on Thee? 

Complete atonement Thou hast made, 

And to the utmost farthing paid 

Whate’er Thy people owed; 

How then can wrath on me take place, 

If sheltered in Thy righteousness, 

And sprinkled with Thy blood? 

If Thou hast my discharge procured, 

And freely in my room endured 

The whole of wrath divine, 

Payment God cannot twice demand, 

First at my bleeding Surety’s hand, 

And then again at mine. 

Turn, then, my soul, unto thy rest; 

The merits of thy great High Priest 

Speak peace and liberty; 

Trust in His efficacious blood, 

Nor fear thy banishment from God, 

Since Jesus died for thee. - Toplady 

 

Sermon III. 

We have been considering the blessed doctrine set forth in God’s Word of the PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS, or THE 

ETERNAL SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER, looking first at God’s side of this truth. We have given you many Scriptures which 

plainly declare that the true Christian holds fast in perseverance to the end because he is held fast by the Lord; we see this 

especially brought out from John 10:27-29: “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and I give unto them 

eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is 

greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.” 

You see, dear friend, in Christ’s covenant with His Father, He promised to become the surety of His people, and therefore gave 

His life for them that they might be cleansed from all their sins and spend eternity with Him in glory. He promised that He would 

get them all home at last, as we see in these Scriptures: “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to 

me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). “And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I 

should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth 

the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day” (vv 39-40). Surely we see from 

these verses that the will of our Heavenly Father was for Christ to keep (preserve) all whom He had given to Him to be their Surety, 

Redeemer, Deliverer, Lord and Saviour, until that last day; and none would be cast out. 

This leads us now into our second thought on this view from God’s side concerning the eternal security of the believer: EACH 

TEACHING OF GOD’S WORD UNDERLINES THE TRUTH OF WHAT WE CALL “FINAL PERSEVERANCE.” We find that 

perseverance belongs to God’s children because it follows from 1) our election in Christ. Ephesians 1:4-6 tells us, “According as he 

hath CHOSEN US IN HIM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, that we should be holy and without blame before him in 

love: having predestinated us into the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to 

the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.” My friend, how could God lose those whom 

He had given to Christ before the world began? I say He can’t, or 2 Timothy 1:9 is false, and God cannot lie - listen to God’s Word: 

“Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, 

which was given us in Christ Jesus BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAN.” No, having elected all of His blood-bought children in eternity, 

He will not let us perish, because His faithfulness stands as our assurance. He is faithful to His Word, which says that He is able to 

keep us from falling (Jude 24). 
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Next, the truth of final perseverance of the saints follows from 2) the covenant by which God the Father gave His people to His 

Son as the reward of His obedience and sufferings. To me, this is a blessed argument for this great doctrine, for we are GIVEN to 

God the Son by God the Father as a reward for His obedience and sufferings. Jeremiah 32:40 confirms this covenant: “And I will 

make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their 

hearts, that they shall not depart from me.” Here we have SCRIPTURAL PROOF as to why God’s people do not turn from Him and 

apostatize. Why? Because He puts His fear in our hearts when He saves us so we shall not depart from Him! Also, He gives us His 

divine nature (2 Peter 1:4) that loves holiness and true righteousness, and by the power of His Spirit within (because of this divine 

nature), we hold fast unto the end. 

Also, the truth of this doctrine, the final perseverance of the saints, follows from the gracious truth that 3) Christ prays for His 

own that they will keep on their way. This is brought out in Peter’s case in Luke 22:31,32 where our Lord says, “Simon, Simon, 

behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: BUT I HAVE PRAYED FOR THEE, THAT THY FAITH FAIL 

NOT.” Then in Hebrews 7:25 we read that Christ is “able to save them TO THE UTTERMOST that come unto God by him, seeing he 

ever liveth to make intercession for them.” My dear friend, this God can be trusted to hold us to the end, because He not only loved 

us enough to die for us, but to pray and intercede for us all the days of our lives, that we may hold on the true course to heaven. 

His prayer of John 17:24 shall not go unanswered. Listen to how He prays for His people which were given to Him of the Father 

and for whom He laid down His life: “Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may 

behold my glory which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” My friend, only when Christ’s 

prayers for His people go unanswered will I ever believe that one for whom He died shall ultimately be lost. 

Next, I would say that this truth of final perseverance of the saints follows from 4) the once-for-all nature of Christ’s atoning 

death. Hebrews 10:14 reads, “For BY ONE OFFERING he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified,” and verse 10 tells us that 

“we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ ONCE FOR ALL.” These words could mean nothing else than 

that God’s people, those whom He has given to Christ, have been sanctified by the death and resurrection of Christ once for all, and 

God has perfected them forever. In other words, when God saves His people, He looks at them as being forever perfected in the 

Lord Jesus Christ, because He has accepted the once-for-all sacrifice of His blessed Son as full payment for our sins; and in Him we 

are counted as holy, righteous and perfect. This to me, dear friend, is one of the most blessed truths of the good news of the Gospel. 

This does not mean that we are perfected in this body right now. But it does mean that we have set to our seal in heaven a perfect 

righteousness and holiness which has been given to us in Christ, and because of this once-for-all sacrifice, we shall be with Christ 

wherever he is FOR ETERNITY. And later I will show you from God’s Word that the evidences of this blessed hope will be worked 

out in the life and walk of every one of God’s born-again children, for he who has this hope purifies himself, even as Christ is pure 

(1 John 3:3). 

Another teaching of God’s Word which underlines this truth of final perseverance of the saints is, 5) the union of each believer 

with Christ. Romans 8:1 reads, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 

flesh, but after the Sprit.” And Galatians 2:20 reads, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 

me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” You see, 

the whole of the New Testament speaks of this union of each believer with Christ, so how could He lose a member of His body? For 

“we are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones” (Eph 5:30), so we could never be lost or He would be in eternity with a 

mutilated body. Ephesians 5:23 tells us that Christ is the believer’s Husband, so if He lost any of us, He would be a husband 

without a wife, and that cannot be. 

Next, I would say that the truth of final perseverance of the saints follows from the fact that 6) the Holy Spirit indwells the 

Christian, the true child of God, forever. Listen to John 14:16: “I will pray the Father and he shall give you another Comforter, 

THAT HE MAY ABIDE WITH YOU FOREVER.” So if a child of God would be lost, then the Holy Spirit would be lost with him! And 

this same truth is brought out in Ephesians 4:30: “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God whereby ye are SEALED unto the day of 

redemption”; or, as Ephesians 1:13,14 tells us, “...Ye were SEALED with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our 

inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.” My friend, these to me are precious 

Scriptures and precious promises to God’s children: that they are sealed by the Holy Spirit unto the end, to that day of complete 

redemption when we shall have our new bodies. So the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believing child of God assures 

his safe arrival home at last in heaven. 

Then the truth of final perseverance of the saints follows from 7) the affection that Christ holds for His people. Read the 17th 

chapter of John carefully, and notice how our Lord in His High-Preistly prayer prays for those whom the Father had given to Him. 

Seven times He calls to the Father’s attention that He had a people whom the Father had given to Him, and He loved them. In 

verse 2 He is saying, “I have given eternal life to as many as thou hast given me.” In verse 6 He said to the Father, “I have 

manifested thy name unto THE MEN WHICH THOU GAVEST ME out of the world.” In verse 9 He said again, “I pray not for the 

world, but FOR THEM WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN ME; for they are thine.” Then listen to those tender words of verse 11 as He 

prays effectually for his people: “Holy Father, keep through thine own name THOSE WHOM THOU HAST GIVEN ME, that they 

may be one, as we are.” But the one that sets them all off is His plea in verse 24 - listen as our blessed Mediator pleads with His 

Father for all of those who are in Him: “Father, I will that THEY ALSO, WHOM THOU HAST GIVEN ME, be with me where I am; 

that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” Oh what love 
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pours forth here, as our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ asks His Father for all of His people to be with Him to share His 

glory! Now dear friend, if we believe anything, we must believe that the Father hears and answers the prayer of our great High 

Priest. So to me this is proof positive that all of those blood-bought sinners who have put their trust in Christ shall be with Him in 

eternity, and there shall not be one of them lost, for Christ’s prayer SHALL BE ANSWERED, and Christ prays for his own. 

But I would say that of all the Scriptures in the Word of God which set forth this precious truth of the eternal security of the 

believer, none is greater than the portion found in Romans 8:31-39. Listen once more to these words! “What shall we then say to 

these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he 

not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he 

that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 

intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 

slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors THROUGH HIM THAT LOVED US. For I am persuaded, that 

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 

nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” There you have it! All 

is of God’s grace, given to us freely in the Lord Jesus Christ - a salvation from God’s side that ensures us a safe voyage to heaven, 

and NOTHING is able to detour, distort, or bring to naught God’s plans for His people. Based upon these Scriptures, I would say we 

would have to believe in the eternal security of the believer. And my friend, all of this is blessed to my heart and sweet music to the 

ears of my soul, that Christ is able to keep me from falling and to present me faultless before the presence of His glory with 

exceeding joy. 

O that the Holy Spirit would be pleased to work this SO GREAT SALVATION in each and every soul that is listening today is my 

prayer! 

Where God begins His gracious work, 

That work He will complete, 

For round the objects of His love, 

All power and mercy meet. 

Each object of His love is sure 

To reach the heavenly goal; 

For neither sin nor Satan can 

Destroy the blood-washed soul. 

The precious blood of God’s dear Son 

Shall ne’er be shed in vain; 

The soul on Christ believing, must 

With Christ for ever reign. - Albert Midlane, 1862 

 

Sermon IV. 

Today we continue our series of messages on the subject ETERNAL SECURITY: GOD’S PRESERVATION AND MAN’S 

PERSEVERANCE. We have been led of the Holy Spirit to first consider this blessed truth from God’s side, which is 

PRESERVATION, and have shown you from the Scriptures that 1) The true Christian holds fast in perseverance to the end because 

he is held fast by the Lord; and 2) that Each teaching of God’s Word underlines the truth of what we call “final perseverance.” 

Further confirmation of this truth is found in Romans 8:30, that “Whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he 

called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified”; You see, the words “called, justified, and glorified” are 

in the present tense, indicating that in the mind of God, all whom He elected in eternity in Christ and for whom Christ died, 

should be called, justified and glorified, without the failure of one getting home to heaven! 

Now in these next messages, by the grace of God the Holy Spirit working in us to help us rightly divide the Word of Truth, I 

desire to set before your hearts this great truth of the final perseverance of the saints as seen from man’s side, which is a 

continuing on in the Christian walk, in spite of all the difficulties and obstacles that come in the way of each believer. Would you 

listen, and ask God to give you spiritual ears with which to hear? 

Running parallel in the Scriptures are two great truths, namely, the SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD and the RESPONSIBILITY OF 

MAN. These truths are not opposed to each other, but are parallel, for they are both found in God’s Word. You see, GOD IN HIS 

SOVEREIGNTY HAS MADE MAN A RESPONSIBLE CREATURE, and the whole of Scripture sets this great truth forth. I would say 

right here that the man who has a firm grasp and understanding of these two truths - the Sovereignty of God and the 

Responsibility of Man - has a place to put every Scripture in God’s Word. He neither goes to fatalism on one hand, nor 

antinomianism on the other, but holds to the BALANCE OF TRUTH and is enabled by the grace of God the Holy Spirit working in 

him, to rightly divide the Word of Truth (the Holy Scriptures, God’s Word). 
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Therefore, since God deals with us as responsible creatures, He sets before us in His Word HIS WILL and PURPOSES, and 

commands us to walk in His way of righteousness and true holiness (Eph 4:24). And this brings us to the first of the two points that 

we desire to set before you concerning MAN’S PERSEVERANCE: 1) EACH BELIEVER MUST HOLD FAST TO THE END BECAUSE 

HE IS COMMANDED TO DO SO BY THE WORD OF GOD. Let us look at Scripture: In Matthew 10:22 and 24:13 we read, “...he that 

endureth to the end shall be saved”; “...he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” Now watch how this truth is 

buttressed by other Scriptures which deal with the believer’s holding out to the end in a life of holiness, which proves that he is 

indeed a child of God. In Luke 21:19 we read, “In your patience possess ye your souls.” What our Lord is saying here, is that by your 

steadfastness and patient endurance you shall win the true life of your souls, which is eternal life. As Romans 2:6,7 tells us, God 

“will render to every man according to his deeds: to them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and 

immortality, eternal life.” Also, Revelation 2:7 says, “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 

midst of the paradise of God.” And in John 8:31 our Lord told those who believed on Him, “IF YE CONTINUE IN MY WORD, then 

are ye my disciples indeed.” So by these verses, we are sure that the Scriptures command the children of God to endure to the end. 

Dear friend, we cannot ignore these plain Scriptures, as our living God appeals to our responsibility to hold fast to the end - to 

endure to the end, and to continue to the end; otherwise, Romans 2:8,9 will apply to us: “Unto them that are contentious, and do 

not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, UPON EVERY SOUL OF MAN THAT 

DOETH EVIL, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile.” 

Again, we see God’s appeal to our responsibility to persevere to the end, set forth in Hebrews 3:6 where we read that we are 

Christ’s house, His building, “if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.” And in Hebrews 3:14, 

“For we are made partakers of Christ, IF WE HOLD THE BEGINNING OF OUR CONFIDENCE STEDFAST UNTO THE END.” Yes, 

we as Christians, the children of God, share in all that Christ promises so long as we steadily maintain to the end the trust with 

which we began our first experience of faith. 

Watch how our hearts are admonished to persevere in Hebrews 6:11,12: “And we desire that every one of you do shew the same 

diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: that ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience 

inherit the promises.” Here again we see man’s side, that he is not to be slothful, but diligent, and to follow the example of the Old 

Testament saints. How? “through FAITH and PATIENCE” he will “inherit the promises.” So you see, we are commanded by the 

Word of God to persevere to the end, which is a great sign of our being preserved by the grace of God as the Holy Spirit works in 

us. 

If you will look at verses 13-15 of Hebrews 6, you will see this great truth which we are discussing exemplified in the life of 

Abraham: “For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, saying, Surely 

blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. And so, after he had PATIENTLY ENDURED, HE OBTAINED THE 

PROMISE.” We see then, that Abraham believed God, and by faith he held fast to the end. He patiently endured all difficulties, 

because his eye was set upon the living God and His Word. He counted Him faithful Who had promised. 

Then if we would read further in this same chapter, we will see why Abraham persevered. For in verses 16-20 we have the 

underlying truth of God’s preservation which we have previously been studying: “For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath 

for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the 

immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we 

might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: which hope we have as an 

anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; whither the forerunner is for us entered, 

even Jesus.” There we have it all summed up for us: We are to patiently, by faith, endure to the end, so we may obtain the promises. 

Yet on the other hand, by faith we know that our unchanging God holds us and keeps us by His almighty power, and that to the 

end of our life. 

Now we should set before our hearts THE NATURE OF THIS PERSEVERANCE in which we are commanded to walk. I know 

that we are not left in doubt as to what the Scriptures teach concerning perseverance, for Ephesians 2:10 clearly tells us that “we 

are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, WHICH GOD HATH BEFORE ORDAINED THAT WE SHOULD 

WALK IN THEM.” You see, good works are the opposite of evil works, and evil works are sin. So we learn this truth: God does not 

give us a license to sin when He gives us this precious teaching of the eternal security of the believer, but He equips us with the 

power and grace so we might be careful to maintain good works (Titus 3:8) and so please our gracious Lord. Thus we see first, the 

essence of this perseverance is PERSEVERANCE IN HOLINESS. You ask, “Why is this necessary?” Dear friend, to me this is one of 

the chief marks of our salvation: a walk in righteousness and true holiness. Ephesians 1:4 and Romans 8:29 tell us that we were 

chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, TO BE LIKE HIM IN HOLINESS, and 1 Thessalonians 4:7 tells us that “God 

hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.” Over and over again we are admonished to be holy. Listen to 1 Peter 1:14-

16: “As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: but as he which hath called 

you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” Yes, because God is holy, 

we are called to a walk of holiness; and only those who are walking in holiness have the right to assure their souls of 

e t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y .  W h a t  d o e s  H e b r e w s  1 2 : 1 4  t e a c h  u s ?  

T h a t  w i t h o u t  f o l lowing Christ in holiness, no man shall see the Lord. 
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Now this sets at naught the accusation of those who claim that this Biblical doctrine (of the eternal security of the believer) 

leads man into sin. But even though there are those who claim that “once saved, always saved, and therefore it makes no difference 

how we live,” the Bible does not teach this, and the life of the child of God disproves that statement. How do we know this? Because 

since the Scripture calls us to a walk of holiness, every blood-bought child of God desires to please Him Who has called him out of 

darkness into his marvelous light, and seeks to walk in this way of holiness. So let me emphasize it: Only those who are walking in 

the pathway of righteousness and true holiness have the right to assure their souls of eternal security, for God has not called us to 

uncleanness, but unto holiness. 

Our next consideration is that 2) WE ARE TO PERSEVERE IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. This was the Apostle’s prayer for us 

in Colossians 1:9,10: “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be 

filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 

pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and INCREASING in the knowledge of God.” And 2 Peter 3:18 tells us the same thing: 

“GROW in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” And how do we grow in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord? By persevering in the study of God’s Word that we may know more of the God of the Bible, His relationship to man 

through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, by the operation and power of His Holy Spirit in us. But the question is, Are we 

persevering in the study of God’s Word? Not, have we studied it in the past, but are we studying it now? I am amazed at all the 

Bible Study groups that have been formed in the past years, and this is good; but will each member of these groups persevere in 

their study? Will they continue to desire the sincere milk of the Word for five, ten, or fifteen years from now? Or will they run back 

again to the beggarly things of the world, after the newness has worn off? Can we say that Hebrews 10:39 applies to us - “But we are 

not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul”? 

Next we see that the nature of this perseverance is 3) that FAITH IS TO BE FIRM ON THE CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION, NEVER 

TO BE DISLODGED FROM THE HOPE OFFERED IN THE GOSPEL. This is set forth in Colossians 1:21-23 in these words: “And 

you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh 

through death, to present you holy and unblamable and unreprovable in his sight: if ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, 

and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature.” We are to 

stand firm upon the foundation of the virgin birth of Christ, which says that He was the God-man - God manifested in the flesh; 

that He was sinless, and in that sinless body He bore our sins on the cross. We must stand firm upon the necessity of the new birth, 

the total depravity of man, the necessity of the imputed righteousness of Christ for one to go to heaven; upon the substitutionary 

death of Christ, His shed blood and His bodily resurrection as our ONLY standing before God; upon the great truth of justification 

before God by faith and faith alone in the blood of Christ; and upon the necessity of the work of the Holy Spirit in every phase of 

our salvation, including sanctification, the making us in the image of Christ in holiness. 

You see, it is persevering in the practical things set before us in the Word of God which assures us that God is working in us 

“both to will and to do of His good pleasure” (Phil 2:13). 

I trust that by these Scriptures considered today, you have understood that you and I are responsible creatures, and that we 

must hold on our way in the teaching of God’s Word in order to have this gracious assurance that we are indeed children of God 

and thereby preserved by God for Himself. 

 

Sermon V. 

We desire to continue our series of messages today on the subject ETERNAL SECURITY: GOD’S PRESERVATION AND MAN’S 

PERSEVERANCE. My friend, this subject of eternal security for the believing children of God is a most precious truth, and one that 

is taught in the passages of Holy Scripture we have studied in previous messages. On God’s side of this blessed truth, we have seen 

that 1) the true Christian holds fast in perseverance to the end because he is held fast by the Lord; and 2) each teaching of God’s 

Word underlines the truth of what we call “final perseverance.” In our last message we began to open up to you man’s side of this 

truth, in the Scriptures which teach the responsibility of the believing child of God to hold fast in perseverance because he is 

commanded to do so by the Word of God. 

In considering THE NATURE OF THIS PERSEVERANCE, we saw that we are to persevere in the practical things set before us in 

the Word of God, such as holiness, in the knowledge of God, and in the faith that stands firm upon the foundation truths of God’s 

Word, never to be dislodged from the hope offered in the Gospel. 

Now today we desire to continue this theme of the nature of this perseverance in which we are commanded to walk. We read in 

Revelation 14:12 these words: “Here is the patience [perseverance] of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of 

God, and the faith of Jesus.” My friend, in this verse of Scripture we find that the child of God, the Christian, is to persevere in 

keeping the commandments of God, or keeping the Word of God and the faith of Jesus; or as Jude 20 tells us, “But ye, beloved, 

building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit.” You see, we are to give heed to the precious instruction 

of the Word of God, making that precious Word of God a lamp unto our feet, and a light unto our path (Psa 119:105), “holding 

forth the word of life” (Phil 2:16); for “all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim 

3:16,17). 
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With these Scriptures in mind, we now proceed to the fourth consideration which shows the nature of this perseverance in 

which we are commanded to walk to the end of our sojourn down here: WE ARE TO HOLD FAST IN LOYALTY TO CHRIST, 

PERSEVERANCE IN CHRIST, IN HIS WORD AND IN FAITH. Listen to Hebrews 3:6 and 14! “But Christ as a son over his own 

house; whose house are we, IF WE HOLD FAST the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope FIRM UNTO THE END...For we are 

made partakers of Christ, IF WE HOLD THE BEGINNING OF OUR CONFIDENCE STEDFAST UNTO THE END.” My dear friend, I 

trust you see how clearly the Scriptures bring out the nature of this perseverance: It is a holding fast to that faith that caused us to 

cast ourselves upon Christ the first time as poor, lost, helpless, guilty sinners, to receive a new heart and new spirit, and to become 

partakers of the divine nature of God. It is a holding fast in Christ and to Christ in persevering faith stedfast to the end of our 

earthly journey. It is the loyalty to Christ as our Lord and Saviour, as our Divine Head, as our Prophet, Priest, and King, stedfast to 

the end. 

Then the fifth consideration which describes the nature of this perseverance to the end is, PERSEVERANCE IN OBEDIENCE TO 

CHRIST. Dear friend, obedience to Christ in walking in the pathway of righteousness is one of the truest marks of the children of 

God. I ask you, How can we be the children of God if we are not willing to obey Him, to submit to His will, His Word and His 

leading by the Holy Spirit? If we have indeed changed masters and kingdoms, obedience is the rule of the kingdom of Christ: 

obedience to our new Master, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. You see, this obedience is a WILLING OBEDIENCE, not a slavish 

one; it is bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor 10:5). It is the obedience described in Romans 

6:17: that of the will, the affections and the understanding. Listen! “But ye have obeyed [that is, the will] from the heart [that is, 

the affections] that form of doctrine which was delivered you” [and that is the mind, the understanding]. Yes, my friend, obedience 

to Him Who has become our Lord and Master is a characteristic of the true child of God. 

Again, this perseverance is that “OBEDIENCE TO THE FAITH” (Rom 1:5); the “OBEDIENCE UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Rom 

6:16); the “OBEDIENCE TO THE TRUTH” (1 Peter 1:22); and 1 Peter 1:14-16 tells us, “as obedient children, not fashioning 

yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: but as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 

conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” Oh my friend, I wish I could say I had perfect obedience at all times, 

but I must confess daily that I do not; yet it is the desire of the believer’s heart to follow Christ in this obedience all the days of his 

life. We must confess that it is only by the persevering grace of God that we continue on in perseverance, and so daily we cry to God 

for it; you see, we must go outside of ourselves to obtain the help needed to go on in the Christian walk and life, in spite of all 

difficulties and obstacles. But though the Word of God teaches that the believing children of God will persevere in a certain way, 

this truth of their eternal security does not give them a license to sin or live as they please and still say they are saved. 

Now the sixth description of the nature of this perseverance to the end is PERSEVERANCE IN FRUITFULNESS. This is certainly 

another mark of the persevering children of God, and one which our blessed Lord taught His disciples the night before His 

crucifixion. His words in John 15:1-8 are so clear they cannot be misunderstood, that if we are in Him, we shall bear fruit unto 

holiness and the end shall be everlasting life (Rom 6:22). So if we are not bearing fruit, then we shall be cut off, for we were never 

in Him. Listen to the words of our Lord: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth 

not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean 

through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide 

in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 

same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 

withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 

shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. HEREIN IS MY FATHER GLORIFIED, THAT YE BEAR MUCH FRUIT; SO 

SHALL YE BE MY DISCIPLES.” 

As we have seen from Romans 6:22, this fruit that we bear is “unto holiness,” and holiness is to be devoted to God, to be in His 

service; for Ephesians 2:10 tells us, “we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 

ordained that we should walk in them.” This fruitfulness, or this walk in good works, is described in Ephesians 4:1, 2 in these 

words: “Walk...with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity 

of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” And in 5:1, 2: “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; and walk in love, as Christ also 

hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour.” In 5:8-10: “...but now 

are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all GOODNESS and RIGHTEOUSNESS and 

TRUTH); Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.” And in 5:15, 16: “See then that ye walk circumspectly [watchful, carefully], not 

as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” 

Then in Galatians 5:22, 23 we find the nine-fold fruit of the Spirit, Who makes us fruitful, and enables us to bear fruit unto God: 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is LOVE, JOY, PEACE, LONG-SUFFERING, GENTLENESS, GOODNESS, FAITH, MEEKNESS, 

TEMPERANCE”; and where these fruits are present, then we are indeed progressing in holiness more and more, and following in 

the pathway of our Lord. 

Now before leaving this point, I must quote to you the apostle’s prayer for the people of God, which deals with this matter of 

good works and fruitfulness in perseverance - listen to Colossians 1:9, 10: “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not 

cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding: 

THAT YE MIGHT WALK WORTHY OF THE LORD UNTO ALL PLEASING, BEING FRUITFUL IN EVERY GOOD WORK, AND 
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INCREASING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.” And I say, dear friend, my prayer to God is that He will work these things in us by 

His Spirit, and that our fruit will be unto holiness. 

Then the seventh consideration that describes the nature of this perseverance to the end for the believing people of God is 

PERSEVERANCE IN LOOKING EVERY DAY AND EVERY HOUR AND EVERY MOMENT TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. To me, no 

words of admonition from the Word of God are greater needed than these words to the people of God who are instructed to walk by 

faith. My friend, I need them, and every child of God needs them, for we cannot live without this if we are to persevere. We shall 

persevere to the end only as we have Christ set before us as the Object of our faith. Listen to Hebrews 12:1, 2: “...Let us lay aside 

every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, LOOKING UNTO 

JESUS THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH.” 

My friend, these words in Colossians 2:6, 7 confirm and reinforce this - listen! “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 

Lord, so walk ye in him: rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 

thanksgiving.” Now how does one begin the Christian life? - By looking away from self unto the Lord Jesus alone by faith. Then  

how does this one who started by faith in Christ alone for the salvation of his soul, continue day by day? The answer is the same: He 

looks away from self unto the Lord Jesus alone by faith. You see, having begun in faith by receiving Christ, by believing Christ, by 

coming to Christ, and by looking to Christ by faith, so we are to walk in Him the rest of the days of our life. Listen to me again: It is 

as we continue to look by faith to the Lord Jesus Christ and Him alone as He is lifted up in the pages of Holy Writ that we will 

persevere to the end. 

Oh my dear friend, listen as we try by the Holy Spirit working in us to write this truth upon your mind: Only by “looking unto 

Jesus” crucified, to find in His blood our ransom, our pardon, and our peace, will we persevere to the end. Only by “looking unto 

Jesus” risen again for our righteousness, justification, and assurance will we persevere to the end. Only by “looking unto Jesus” 

glorified as our Representative before God, to find in Him our heavenly Advocate appearing in the presence of God for us, will we 

persevere to the end. Only by “looking unto Jesus” for strength in our weakness, for wisdom in our stupidity, and for hope in our 

hopelessness, will we persevere to the end. Only by “looking unto Jesus” to hold us, keep us, guide us, instruct us, and to teach us 

all the days of our life, will we persevere to the end. No, my dear friend, it is not by looking to ourselves, our thoughts, our desires, 

or our purposes that will cause us to persevere to the end; it is not by looking to the world, its lusts or its joys, nor to Satan and his 

rage or flattery; but it is as we “look unto Jesus” by faith. It is not by looking to our sins, our failures or successes, our prayers, our 

spiritual gifts, nor our temporal things that we persevere to the end, but it is only by “looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher 

of our faith,” for He and He alone is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and no man will ever see the Father in that last day but 

through Him. 

Oh I pray that the Holy Spirit will take these words home to our hearts, that we will give heed to the nature of this perseverance 

which we are to persevere in, and seek the Lord alone by His grace to hold us to the end. 

He’s my rest when I am weary, my joy when I am glad; 

My cheer when my path is dreary, my comfort when I’m sad; 

He holds me when I’m slipping, He lifts me if I fall; 

To me He is most precious, He is my all in all! 

 

Sermon VI. 

Dear friends, it is with rejoicing that we send forth this next message today in our current series on ETERNAL SECURITY: 

GOD’S PRESERVATION AND MAN’S PERSEVERANCE. It is with rejoicing, because our blessed Lord is good, gracious, merciful, 

and faithful unto us to leave upon the pages of Holy Writ such a blessed teaching for His children: a teaching that honors Him, 

comforts his people, and gives us a solid foundation on which to stand in these perilous days in which we live. The people of God in 

all ages have had this foundation to stand upon, which foundation is laid in the blood of Christ and secured by the divine power of 

our Omnipotent God Who cannot fail, Who cannot lie, and Who will not put His people to shame. 

If you remember in our last two messages, we spoke to you concerning the thought that each believing child of God must hold 

fast in perseverance to the end because he is commanded to do so from the Word of God. We have shown you how we are to 

persevere in, 1) holiness and 2) in the knowledge of God; 3) how we are to persevere by standing firm on the foundation of Christ 

and His precious truth; 4) how we are to persevere in loyalty to Christ; 5) how we are to persevere in obedience to Christ; 6) how 

we are to persevere in fruitfulness; and 7) how we are to persevere in looking every day and every hour and every moment to Jesus, 

the Author and Finisher of our faith. 

Now today I desire to look at the second point concerning perseverance, continuing with man’s side of this truth:  THE 

BELIEVING CHILD OF GOD WILL HOLD FAST TO THE END BECAUSE OF WHAT HAS BEEN WORKED IN HIM BY GOD THE 

HOLY SPIRIT, based upon the all-sufficiency of the grace of God as given us in the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He holds fast in faith as he pleads the precious promises of God’s Word, for this blessed truth of the final perseverance of the 

saints is written into the fiber of every promise of God’s Word for His people. What encouragement in the day of battle is the 

promise found in Hebrews 13:5, where our Lord tells His people, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee”! Literally it can be 

translated from the Greek, “I will not, I will not, I will not in any degree leave you helpless, nor forsake nor let you down, nor relax 
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my hold on you - assuredly not.” Oh what encouragement this promise has been to my heart on so many occasions when Satan, sin 

and the world have done their best to shake the foundation of Christ in my soul, and all hell’s demons have fought against us, 

endeavoring to turn us back to perdition! I say it has been a precious assurance to my soul. 

Again in 1 Corinthians 10:13 we see another precious promise given for the encouraging of God’s people to press on, to trust 

on, and to fight on. Listen! “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 

suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear 

it.” My friend, here in this verse is such strength and comfort to the dear child of God. The Holy Spirit tells us here that we will 

have temptations, or testings; they will be hard at times, but our God is faithful, and will not let us be tempted or tested above that 

which we are able to bear. How does He do this? He makes a way of escape in the testing itself by bringing us through it, out into 

the glorious sunshine of His love. Yes, He is faithful to his Word in that He will NEVER leave nor forsake us. I have written “T & P” 

beside this promise - “Tried and Proven” - for my blessed Lord has shown Himself faithful time after time since He saved me, to 

bring me through every testing. Surely He has given this promise to His people to assure us along life’s pathway. 

Another blessed promise that has been pled by God’s children down through the centuries has been 1 Peter 5:10: “But the God 

of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, 

strengthen, settle you.” Here God says He has called us unto His eternal glory; that we will suffer a while, but it is only to make us 

like Him in perfection in glory, which will be after we have been established, strengthened and settled. He says that He shall perfect 

that which pertaineth unto every one of His people (Psa 138:8), and He shall bring us all into His glory, because He has bought us 

with the price of His own precious blood. Again, this same thought is brought out in Philippians 1:6: “Being confident of this very 

thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Oh how many times this precious 

promise has been pled by God’s people! How many times in the fierce battle with sin and Satan has your speaker cried from the 

depths of his soul, “Lord, O my blessed Lord! Remember the promise that You have caused Your child to rest in, that having begun 

a good work in me, You will perform it until the coming of Jesus Christ! Lord, You said You will keep me to the end! So I look to 

You and trust You to keep Your Word by keeping me, so I will persevere.” 

Dear friend, do you see why God’s child can rejoice midst every trial, every testing, and temptation of life? It’s because he has 

the SURE WORD OF GOD, that God will keep him to the end. He has the SURE WORD OF GOD that sin shall not have dominion 

over him. Yes, he is not under the law for condemnation, but under GRACE, and this grace of God now reigns through 

righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom 6:14, 5:21). 

The sixth chapter of Romans is another blessed portion of God’s Word that is so precious to the born-again child of God, and 

causes him to rejoice in this great truth of final perseverance in Christ. In this blessed chapter, he reads and understands by faith 

that he is dead to sin. Yes, DEAD TO SIN: His old man has been crucified with Christ, and in his spirit he has been freed from sin’s 

power and dominion, so now he has become the servant of righteousness; his fruit is unto holiness, and his end is everlasting life. 

Why? Because “the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom 6:23). I say, how precious is this great truth! 

You may ask, “How is all of this possible?” Well, Romans 6:4 tells us that every one of God’s children (every one for whom 

Christ died) was buried with Christ “by baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Watch verse 5 of that same chapter: It begins with the word “for,” so 

therefore it is connected with verse 4: “For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 

likeness of his resurrection.” Watch the argument here: If indeed we have been planted together with Christ in His death, then we 

shall also be in His resurrection. I say, what assurance of eternal security! If indeed we are His children by the miracle of the new 

birth (this having been worked in our hearts by the baptism of the Holy Spirit into Christ’s death), then we shall also be raised with 

Him in the morning of the resurrection. Because the one has happened - we have been crucified with Him - then the other s h a l l  

a l s o  h a p p e n :  w e  s h a l l  b e  r a i s e d  w i t h  H i m  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  r e s urrection. Oh what blessed 

truths our God has given us here to assure our hearts in the days of our humiliation while we are still in these bodies! 

Yet another promise of God’s holding and keeping power to His children, is the one made to us in Deuteronomy 33:27: “The 

eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall 

say, Destroy them.” Here is hope; here is assurance, for it is the Word of the King that underneath are His everlasting arms and WE 

SHALL BE KEPT FROM FALLING. I say, Praise His holy Name! 

If we would put together the expressions used to illustrate this precious truth of how He holds and keeps us to the end, it would 

assure our hearts greatly. Here He says we are kept because underneath are His everlasting arms. In John 10:28 He says that no 

one is able to pluck us out of His hand. In Isaiah 49:16 He says that we are graven upon the palms of His hands, so how could He 

forget us? In Colossians 3:3 He says that we are dead and our life is HID WITH HIM IN GOD. So how could He love us so and then 

disown us? You see, dear friends, this precious, comforting, assuring truth is written deep in the pages of Holy Writ, and is a solid 

foundation on which each believer can rest in Christ. And since this truth is so written here, then I must believe it, or I disbelieve 

God’s Word. For this is the reason that in salvation God gives us the faith of Christ, so midst all the troubles and testings of this 

life, we can look to Christ and rest in Him, assured that He shall keep us to the end. 

But again let me emphasize, as I have in past messages: This blessed truth of the eternal security of the believer and our final 

perseverance is not given us so we can go on in sin - God forbid! It is given to us AS AN ANCHOR OF THE SOUL, so we can assure 



 

13 

our souls as we press on to the end. It is given us to help and encourage us in each and every battle that we wage against the flesh 

and the devil. And we must also realize that just because this precious truth has been abused, or because professors of religion have 

apostatized, this does not make it false! To try to get around those who use it as a license to sin by saying that we are able to “fall 

from grace” does not solve any problems. Or to try to use the warnings in God’s Word of apostates as examples of those who have 

“fallen from grace,” and therefore to say that the Scripture does not teach eternal security, is to fly in the face of much clear 

teaching. You see, the problem is solved by listening to Scriptures like 1 John 2:19, which tells us clearly about those who do go 

back: “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but 

they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.” Yes, there are those who make professions, those 

who embrace the doctrines of God’s Word, those who for a while show life and dedication; but who after a while return to their 

former life, which shows that they had never been saved. It does not show that they were saved and then lost, but that they were 

not saved at all, or they would have continued steadfast to the end. 

Again, when Peter (in chapter 2 of his second Epistle) speaks of those who had escaped the pollution of the world through the 

knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and they again became entangled therein and overcome by them, he is not 

speaking of souls who were truly saved and then fell from grace. No! He is speaking of those who only had HEAD knowledge, not 

HEART knowledge, and therefore they returned to their former life; they had apostatized. In verse 22 he says they were like the 

true proverb, “The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.” They had been 

dogs and sows all the while; they had never possessed a new heart and a new nature, or they would have persevered to the end. 

My Bible tells me in 2 Peter 1:4 that in salvation God gives us a NEW NATURE: A nature like the Divine nature of Himself - a 

nature of holiness, that cannot sin; and therefore the bent of the believer’s life is now after holiness (1 John 3:9). My Bible tells me 

in Ezekiel 36:26 that in salvation God gives us a NEW HEART - a heart that loves Christ, and desires to be like Him, to please Him, 

and to follow His example of obedience unto the heavenly Father. My Bible tells me in John 16:13 that in salvation God gives HIS 

HOLY SPIRIT to indwell us, and now our bodies are His temple; and He, being the Spirit of Christ, is our INDWELLING 

SALVATION, so we now walk in righteousness and true holiness; and by the grace of God we do not whore after the things of the 

world. Therefore, these precious promises which speak of eternal security are mine, given to me by my heavenly Father, to assure 

me in the days of my flesh that He shall surely keep me all the days of my life and see me safely home at last. With these precious 

promises, He assures me that nothing is able to separate me from His love, and that having loved me, He will keep me to the end. 

In closing, then, I would say two things: Dear child of God, don’t let anyone take these precious promises away from you, but 

use them as promises from your heavenly Father. And to you who are using the truth of the eternal security of the believer as a 

cloak under which to live in sin, let me warn you: You do this to the damnation of your never-dying soul. God will deal with you in 

judgment unless you repent of your evil ways and turn to Him with a broken heart, pleading His precious blood by faith. Dear 

friend, remember this is the sixth message in this series on eternal security, and should be viewed in the light of all the messages 

given. Study them with your open Bible. 

 

Sermon VII. 

My dear friend, in this series of messages on ETERNAL SECURITY: GOD’S PRESERVATION AND MAN’S PERSEVERANCE, we 

have endeavored to show you from God’s Word that this is one of the most blessed doctrines, one of the most blessed teachings of 

Scripture; for in it we find that all of God’s children shall persevere to the end, because they are held fast by the power of God. And 

if you have listened to these studies, you have seen with us that God has promised to keep His people from falling (Jude 24). He has 

promised us an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us (1 Peter 1:4). He has 

promised that we shall be KEPT by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time (1 Peter 1:5). 

He has promised that nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom 8:39). He 

has promised us ETERNAL LIFE, that we shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck us out of His hand (John 10:28). He has 

promised that all that the Father gave Him shall come to Him, and He will never cast any of them out (John 6:37). He has 

promised that of all the Father has given Him, He shall lose none of them and shall raise them up again at the last day (John 6:39).  

He has promised that all those who believe savingly on Him shall not come into condemnation, but are passed from death unto life 

(John 5:24). How precious these thoughts are to my soul, as I have meditated on them with you, showing you God’s preservation - 

that God holds us, and that’s the reason we persevere to the end! 

Further, we have seen from God’s Word that each teaching of God’s Word underlines the truth of what we call “final 

perseverance.” To sum up all we have given you on this precious and gracious truth which honors God’s power and truthfulness, 

let us enumerate these for you: The teaching of GOD’S SOVEREIGN ELECTION shows that all of God’s children shall get home at 

last to be with the Lord, for the Lord Jesus Christ Himself has pledged His Word to the Father that by His shed blood, His 

substitutionary death, His resurrection, and His intercession within the veil on High even now, He shall save and KEEP His people 

to the end (Jer 31:3; 1 Thess 1:2-4; Rom 8:28-39). 

The teaching of THE EVERLASTING COVENANT OF GRACE by which God the Father gave His people to His Son as the reward 

of His obedience and suffering, also underlines the truth of what we call “final perseverance” (John 17:1-6; Jer 32:40). 
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Also the teaching of THE ONCE-FOR-ALL NATURE OF CHRIST’S ATONING DEATH, perfecting us forever in God’s sight, 

underlines the teaching of what we call “final perseverance” (Heb 10:10,14). 

The teaching of THE CONTINUED PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE CHILD OF GOD FOREVER, underlines the 

teaching of what we call “final perseverance” (John 14:16; 2 Cor 1:21,22; 2 Cor 5:5; Eph 1:13,14). 

The teaching of THE EFFECTIVENESS OF CHRIST’S INTERCESSION FOR HIS PEOPLE - those whom God the Father gave to 

Him in eternity and for whom He suffered and bled and died upon the cross - underlines the teaching of what we call “final 

perseverance” (Rom 8:31-39; John 17:11,5,20; Heb 7:25 with Luke 22:31,32). 

Then we showed you from God’s Word that there is man’s side to this subject, for you see, God deals with us as responsible 

creatures; therefore, each believer must hold fast to the end in perseverance, because he is commanded to do so all through the 

Word of God. In this way the child of God shows that he is indeed a child of God; and to equip His children to hold fast to the end, 

in salvation God gives them a new heart (Eze 36:26); He gives them a new nature (2 Peter 1:4); He gives them of His Holy Spirit to 

hold them, to keep them, to lead them and instruct them, and to teach them of the things of Christ (John 16:8-14). Also He gives 

His children His armour, so they may be able to fight the battles in the Christian life (Eph 6:10-18). And oh I praise Him that He 

also gives us the Throne of Grace to which we can come in the hour of need that we may obtain mercy and find grace (Heb 4:16). 

And then He gives unto us exceeding great and precious promises, that we might be encouraged to go on in the Christian life (2 

Peter 1:4). Last, but not least, He tells us that “all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 

according to his purpose” (Rom 8:28); so we know that everything that touches our lives comes to us in accordance with the will of 

our divine God, our divine Father and Saviour, and we believe and understand that all these things are working together for our 

good; therefore we can trust Him to give us the GRACE to persevere to the end. So you see my dear friend, the God Who 

commands His children to persevere and hold fast to the end, GIVES them all that is needed for them to hold fast, as 2 Peter 1:3 

tells us: God has by “His divine power given unto us ALL THINGS that pertain unto life and godliness.” Yes, by His power, by His 

grace, and by the indwelling Holy Spirit, we WILL hold fast, even unto the end! 

Also from man’s side we showed you the nature of this perseverance. Listen, my friend! There is a way in which we are to 

persevere; and even though we’ve given you two messages on this, it is needful to summarize all of these things, for perhaps you 

did not hear them. From man’s side, the nature of perseverance is PERSEVERANCE IN GOOD WORKS, according to Ephesians 

2:10: “We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in 

them.” 

It is PERSEVERANCE IN HOLINESS (Rom 8:29 with Eph 1:4 and Heb 12:14; 1 Thess 4:3,7; 2 Thess 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2,14-17). 

It is PERSEVERANCE IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD (Col 1:9,10: 2 Peter 3:18). 

It is PERSEVERANCE IN THE FAITH, being firm on the Christian foundation, never to be dislodged from the hope offered in 

the Gospel (Col 1:21-23). 

It is PERSEVERANCE IN LOYALTY TO CHRIST (Rev 14:12). 

It is PERSEVERANCE IN OBEDIENCE (Rom 16:26; 1 Peter 1:13-16). 

It is PERSEVERANCE IN FRUITFULNESS, for we must abide in Christ if we are to bring forth this fruit of the Spirit day by day 

and moment by moment (Col 1:10; John 15:1-8). 

So we see from all these Scriptures that this doctrine of the perseverance of the saints does not give us a license to indulge in 

sin or the flesh, but exhorts us to walk in the path of righteousness and true holiness (Eph 4:24). In other words, this is the essence 

of perseverance: it is in the nature and in the way of HOLINESS - walking in that upright way of the Lord. You see, the individual 

who uses this precious teaching of God’s Word to go on living in sin, tells the world that he is not saved, but is living a lie; for he 

who is born again by the Spirit of God hates sin, because it was his sins that put the blessed Son of God to death upon the cross; he 

knows this, and sin grieves him, so he no longer desires to walk in it. 

Listen to me now! I say it because the Word of God says it: Instead of using this teaching as a cloak under which to continue in 

sin, the true child of God does just the opposite. He hears the Word of God in 1 Corinthians 6:18 to “Flee fornication,” so he cries 

to God for grace to do that. He reads in 1 Corinthians 10:14 to “Flee idolatry,” so he cries for the grace to do that. He reads in 2 

Timothy 2:22 to “Flee youthful lusts,” so he cries to God that these sins will no longer have dominion over him, but for enabling 

grace to flee from them. Then he reads in 1 Timothy 6:10, 11 that he is to flee from the love of money, which is “the root of all 

evil,” so he cries unto God for the grace to do this. 

In summing up all that has been given in detail in the first six messages then, I must state that all any child of God has is given 

to him out of FREE SOVEREIGN GRACE, because we deserve none of the mercies of God - oh no, my friend! We deserve nothing 

but His wrath. ALL THAT WE HAVE IS BASED UPON THE WORK OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who has paid our sin-debt in 

full. It is His blood that has justified us before God; it is His imputed righteousness which clothes us before God; it is His Holy 

Spirit Who indwells us; and it is by His power that we are kept from falling day by day and hour by hour. So all honor and all glory 

and all praise is given unto our great and glorious triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - Who has given us this SO GREAT 

SALVATION in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. For as we’ve told you before, all that we have is from the Father, through the 
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Son, and applied unto us by the Holy Spirit, Who is given unto us to save us, to keep us and to get us to the end by His almighty 

power. 

But we cannot close these messages without looking a little more closely at those Scriptures which are usually used tot each 

what is called “falling from grace,” which is quite the opposite of what God’s Word calls the “final perseverance of the saints.” 

Beloved, there are a number of things we must keep in mind when we look at these Scriptures used to promote this false teaching 

that a soul born by the Spirit of God, saved by the grace of God, and indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God can finally apostatize, or be 

lost and go to hell. The Word of God must be rightly divided! WE CANNOT BUILD A DOCTRINE ON AN ISOLATED SCRIPTURE; 

we must not make a Scripture teach one thing when so much Scriptural light is given upon another way of interpretation - oh no! 

We must keep in mind that the Scripture CANNOT contradict itself, because God the Holy Spirit is the Author of it; and He is not 

the Author of confusion (1 Cor 14:33). 

Also if we would keep in mind that God’s Word teaches in so many places that there are those who do not possess eternal life 

and therefore are only mere professors, then we would be kept from wrongly dividing the Word of Truth, for we will understand 

that there will be those who will apostatize, and will fall back into perdition. My friend, the examples of apostates left upon the 

pages of Holy Writ are given - not to prove that these individuals were once saved and have now fallen from grace; but they are 

given to prove and to show that they never possessed true saving faith at all - they were only professors. Further, God has given us 

these examples to warn us against taking God and our salvation for granted, but rather to make our calling and election sure; to 

cry to God to search our hearts to see if we are the children of God or reprobates. For if you will take time to delve into the Word of 

God, you will find that there’s a line of truth throughout the whole Bible which teaches that there are many who shall say in the 

last day, “Lord, Lord, have we not done this?” and “Have we not done that?”; and He’s going to say, “I never KNEW you; you were 

never mine.” And that word “knew” there, is the same word that is used when it said that Adam “knew his wife” when he lay with 

her and children were produced. So the word “knew” means that God did not know them in the new birth - He never begat them; 

they were never His. You see, we must rightly divide the Word of Truth! 

We’ll only have time today for one of these, and the Lord willing, we’ll continue the subject the next time we come together, 

because there are some verses of Scripture that we certainly desire to go into with you, to show you that they do not prove falling 

from grace, but on the contrary, they prove that the individual was never in grace to begin with. 

A text that is usually used to prove “fallen from grace” is Matthew 13:20, 21, where we read: “But he that received the seed into 

stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a 

while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.” My friend, this Scripture should 

be taken in its context, for our Lord is illustrating the effect of the seed, the Word of God, as it is sown in different hearts. In one 

heart (v 19) it finds no place to lodge at all. In another heart (v 22), it is choked out by the cares of this world and the deceitfulness 

of riches. And in these verses before us, the Word fell into a heart that received the Word with joy; and as soon as it was heard, the 

poor soul thought he was saved and made a profession; but he had no root in himself because there was no depth of soil (there was 

no work of the Holy Spirit to prepare the heart for the Word to take root), so the professor endured for a while, but when 

tribulation or persecution arose BECAUSE OF THE WORD, he was offended, and fell away from the truth. You see, this does not 

prove that he fell from grace, but shows he was a mere professor and his heart had not been dug up by the Holy Spirit so the 

eternal Seed, Christ Himself, could be planted in his heart. 

But in verse 23 we read, “But he that receiveth seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; 

which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” Here, our Lord tells us, is the true 

believer: He understood what he heard. And what did he hear? He heard from the Word of God, by the effectual working of the Holy 

Spirit, that he was a guilty sinner before God. He heard that he was a lost sinner before God, and could not save or help himself. He 

heard that he was under the just wrath of God, because he had broken God’s holy law. He heard that he must confess and repent of 

his sins and bring forth fruits of repentance (which are a broken heart and a contrite spirit before God), because of his sins against 

a holy God. He heard that he must look to Christ by faith for salvation, and that this is offered to him only on the basis of God’s free 

sovereign grace. You see, now his heart is prepared by the Holy Spirit, that is, broken up like the ground in a cornfield, for he hears 

and understands, and he now receives the good seed and brings forth fruit, persevering to the end, therefore proving to be a child 

of God. But the heart spoken of in verses 20-21, the stony heart, was never saved; he never had grace, so he did not “fall from 

grace.” 

So again we see that these warnings from God’s Word concerning apostasy are not given to show that God’s child can “fall from 

grace”; but they are given to show our responsibility to “keep ourselves in the love of God,” and are used by the Holy Spirit to drive 

us to Christ as our only Refuge as we see our deceitful hearts, which are capable of doing ANYTHING. They make us cry unto Him 

to hold us and keep us (which he will do!), and to give us that persevering grace day by day, unto the end. 

 

Sermon VIII. 

Dear friend, this is the last message in a series of eight which we have been bringing to you on the Biblical teaching of the 

ETERNAL SECURITY of the believing children of God. We have been showing you from the Word of God that God’s preservation of 

His people is the reason why they persevere to the end: The true Christian holds fast in perseverance to the end because He is held 
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fast by the Lord Himself. Also we have shown you that each teaching of God’s Word underlines the truth of what we call final 

perseverance. But we have also looked at man’s side of this doctrine, and we summed it up in two points: Each believer must hold 

fast to the end because he is commanded to do so by the Word of God, and he will hold fast to the end because of what has been 

worked in him by God the Holy Spirit, based upon the all-sufficiency of the grace of God as given us in the death, burial and 

resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Now today we desire to continue the last thought we were studying together last week, and it is this: There are those who use 

certain passages of Scripture to teach the false doctrine of “falling from grace,” which is quite the opposite of what God’s Word calls 

the “final perseverance of the saints.” These passages of Scripture used to prove that a child of God can be lost after once having 

been saved, prove nothing of the kind, but rather warn us that there are many today who say “Lord, Lord,” who have not been born 

again by the Spirit of God, nor saved by the grace of God; and are therefore only “professors” and not possessors of Christ and 

eternal life. We saw this from the well-known passage of the sower in Matthew 13:20, 21. 

Let us therefore look at another passage used to prove this false doctrine of “falling from grace,” and see what the Scripture 

really proves. Let us look together at 2 Peter 2:20-22: “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the 

knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them 

than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to 

turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is 

turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.” 

My friend, when this passage of Scripture is carefully studied in the light of its context, its true meaning will become obvious: 

In its context, it is easy to understand that the subject of chapter 2 is “false prophets” whose teaching was classified by the apostle 

Peter as “damnable heresies” and “denying the Lord.” The apostle further describes them as “servants of corruption,” “wells 

without water,” “cursed children,” and “the unjust.” Then he compares them to unclean animals, such as the dog and the sow. But 

my friend, saved people are never described in the Word of God as “dogs” and “pigs”! They are described as “sheep,” who follow 

Christ (John 10); never are they called by the names of beasts. 

But I hear someone saying, “Surely these people were saved, since they are said to “have escaped the pollutions of the world 

through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.’“ Listen now! A careful consideration of this statement does not 

necessarily mean or imply that they were saved. You see, there are many people who have a notional and speculative knowledge of 

Christ, who do not have a SPIRITUAL and SAVING knowledge of Him. Many know about Him who do not KNOW Him. Many 

believe in Him historically, who do not believe in Him savingly. 

In Romans 1:21 we read a similar statement to this as found in 2 Peter 2. Referring to the Gentile world, the apostle Paul stated, 

“When they knew God, they glorified Him not as God.” Now simply because it says they “knew God” is no proof that such were 

saved. The knowledge of God spoken of here is strictly an intellectual one, or a knowledge ABOUT Him. So we must understand 

that the people described in 2 Peter 2:20-22 were not born-again people who savingly knew Christ. The knowledge they had of 

Christ only resulted in a TEMPORARY SEPARATION from the pollutions of the world. These people were false professors, and not 

true possessors. They were religious, but not regenerate. They were “dogs” and “sows,” but not “sheep.” My friend, when anyone 

returns to the world and lives in it enjoyably, it is positive proof that such a person never had a change of nature. This passage then 

is no help to those who teach “falling from grace,” for it was given to WARN US of stopping short of a true saving knowledge of 

Christ, worked in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 

Now we turn to Galatians 5:4 and read another verse that is a favorite so-called “proof text” for so many who attempt to 

promote their false doctrine of “falling from grace,” teaching that a true child of God can ultimately be lost. Galatians 5:4 reads, in 

part, “...Ye are fallen from grace.” My friend, even a casual look at this verse is enough to see it is not teaching that a child of God 

may fall from grace. We should understand that the clause which is said to teach the “falling from grace” doctrine is in this case 

isolated from its context. The whole verse reads, “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; 

ye are fallen from grace.” Here the apostle Paul was writing to the Galatian Judaizers who were teaching salvation by circumcision 

and the law of Moses instead of by Christ alone. You see, he clearly states that he had in mind those who were “justified by the law.” 

It was such people about whom he said, “Ye are fallen from grace.” In light of this, I would ask a question: Can a person be justified 

by the law? The answer is NO, for the Bible plainly says, “by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified” (Gal 2:16). Now, if these 

Galatians were not actually justified by the law, they were not actually fallen from grace. So this passage of Scripture in Galatians 

5:4 is not teaching that saved people may fall from grace! 

Then the question is asked, “What IS it teaching?” The apostle Paul, under the leading of the Holy Spirit, is simply teaching 

that those unsaved legalizers who were looking to the law for salvation, had in fact fallen out of the REALM, or sphere, of grace 

into the REALM or sphere of works, in as much as grace and works cannot be mixed as a basis for acceptance with God. These false 

teachers in Galatia believed that a person was not saved by Christ alone, but Christ PLUS the keeping of the Mosaic law. So again 

we say, this verse does NOT teach falling from grace, but shows us that a man must be saved BY CHRIST ALONE, by HIS GRACE 

alone, and not a mixture of grace and works. 

Let us look at another verse that many use as proof that a child of God can “fall from grace.” 1 Corinthians 9:27 reads, “But I 

keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 
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castaway.” Now the word “castaway” in the Greek means “counterfeit,” or “rejected.” Paul was definitely not saying that he feared 

he may become lost as the apostasy advocates teach! To clinch the matter, let us hear him speak for himself in 2 Timothy 1:12: “I 

know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.” 

Now, does that sound like he feared he might become a reprobate? NO! So I ask, What are we to understand concerning his 

teaching in 1 Corinthians 9:27? This: He is simply teaching the NECESSITY OF PERSEVERANCE. He saw that perseverance was 

divinely linked with salvation, and that he had to exercise self-discipline and run the race in order not to be rejected. It is true that 

the saved MUST persevere, but it is also true that they WILL persevere. You see, God’s responsibility is to preserve; It is ours to 

persevere. So we see then, that this verse does NOT teach the possibility of apostasy from Christ. 

Turn with me now to Revelation 3:5 and let us look at another verse that is used by many to teach falling from grace: “He that 

overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life.” Now what does 

this verse of Scripture teach? My friend, it is NOT teaching the possibility of a saved person becoming lost, but the NECESSITY OF 

PERSEVERANCE. You see, the apostle John sets forth here several blessings which are bestowed upon the “overcomer,” or the one 

who perseveres unto the end. I want you to notice, these are benefits derived from enduring and overcoming. They are promises 

made to the overcomers; and my friend, there is no example in the Bible of a true child of God not being an “overcomer.” There are 

many examples of false professors or spurious converts not becoming “overcomers.” These could not lose their salvation, for they 

never had it! Neither could their names be blotted out of the Book of Life, because their names were never in it. So we see then 

that when a professing Christian doesn’t persevere and become an overcomer, it indicates and proves that he is merely a 

PROFESSING Christian and no real Christian at all. He only APPEARED to be a Christian. And this may be proved by Luke 8:18, 

where our Lord said, “whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he 

seemeth to have.” 

Now before we close this message, let us look at one more passage of Scripture along the line we have been studying and see 

what it teaches. We read in Hebrews 6:4-6 these words: “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted 

of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world 

to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and 

put him to an open shame.” These verses have puzzled and perplexed many people, but it is because they do not refer to genuine 

Christians; for no restoration is possible for the people described in these verses, whereas restoration is always possible for the true 

children of God as evidenced by Jeremiah 3:13-14; Hosea 14:1-4; 1 John 1:9 and 2:2. 

We know some kind of apostasy is taught in these verses, so we ask, - Apostasy BY WHOM and FROM WHAT? The people to 

whom this refers are those who were enlightened and not saved. They were Hebrews, who through the influence of the preached 

Word had become converted to Christianity, but not to Christ. They were, due to the persecution they were receiving from the 

Jewish community, going back to Judaism. Indeed they had gone quite a long way in Christianity, but they were not real 

Christians. They were converted from Judaism to Christianity, but not from Judaism to a saving knowledge of Christ. They were 

professors who appeared to be real Christians, but were not. Indeed they did apostatize; but not from salvation in Christ, for they 

were not saved. They apostatized from a PROFESSION, and not a POSSESSION of Christ. 

Oh my friend, THIS PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE IS A SOLEMN WARNING FOR ALL RELIGIOUS PEOPLE TODAY, so I ask, Will 

you solemnly and seriously think with me about what these people had experienced? They were “enlightened” - that is to say, they 

received illumination or light from God. However, it was not a spiritually transforming light. Note also, they “tasted of the heavenly 

gift.” To “taste” is to have a personal experience of, in contrast from mere report. Tasting does not include eating, much less 

digesting and turning into nourishment what is so tasted. So the persons here described then, are those who have to a certain 

degree understood and relished the revelation of mercy, and like the stony-ground hearers of Matthew 13, they have received the 

Word with a transient joy, but with no root in them. The tasting is in contrast with the “eating” of Christ found in John 6:50-56. 

Also the “heavenly gift” they “tasted” was the Holy Spirit, Who was sent to convict of sin, righteousness and judgment. That 

they “were made partakers of the Holy Spirit,” or became companions or partners with the Holy Spirit so to speak, means that they 

were for a while willingly led along towards the act of faith in the pre-salvation work of the Holy Spirit. And it is also said that they 

“tasted the good word of God.” The Word of God had quite a powerful effect upon them when they heard it. But they did not eat 

and digest the Word of God, and consequently they received no nourishment from it. It did not become a part of them, nor of their 

life. 

It even says that these people tasted “the powers of the world [or age] to come.” You see, they were greatly influenced by the 

miraculous powers that accompanied the new administration which began at Pentecost; but they were never regenerated. They did 

in fact fall away from that which they had received. Please note that the expression in verse 6, “if they shall fall away,” should read 

“and have fallen away” or “having fallen away,” for there is no “if” in the original language. 

So my dear friend, we see how far a person may go in divine things and how much he may experience in the realm of the 

supernatural, and yet not be saved. Perhaps some of you are just like these Hebrews were: MERE “COUNTERFEITS.” Remember, a 

counterfeit coin LOOKS like a real coin both in color and shape, but it lacks the real metal to make it genuine. Perhaps some of 

you do not even have as much as these Hebrews had. Oh my dear friend, let these verses search your heart, and cry unto the 

Searcher of hearts to do His work in you! 



 

18 

No, the verses we have been considering positively do not teach that a child of God may lose his salvation, but rather they 

WARN US to make OUR calling and election sure. 

Now we close this series of messages on ETERNAL SECURITY, praying that the Holy Spirit will use them to the encouraging 

and strengthening of the dear children of God; and to the washing the sand out from under those who are not anchored in Christ, 

but who have a name to live and are dead, that they will be awakened and genuinely saved before it is everlastingly too late! 

A father was telling his little boy what kind of man a Christian is. When the lesson was finished the boy said, “Father, have I 

ever seen a Christian?” What a stab for that father! 

“What manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of the 

day of God”! - 2 Peter 3:11,12 


