
        
            
                
            
        

    
	The Pastor behind Bars

	Triumphing in Christ through Persecution

	Thomas Hardcastle

	 

	 

	
Contents

	Introduction

	First Letter: My Loudest Sermon, No Armor for the Back

	Second Letter: Humble Yourselves

	Third Letter: Persevere in Private

	Fourth Letter: Submit to Chastening

	Fifth Letter: Pray!

	Sixth Letter: Faith and Patience

	Chapel Library Resources

	

	
 

	 

	For modern readers, this text has been lightly modernized by simplifying sentence structure and replacing archaic words and phrases with more readable equivalents. 

	 

	© Copyright 2026 Chapel Library: annotations. Printed in the USA. Permission is expressly granted to reproduce this material by any means, provided

	1. you do not charge beyond a nominal sum for cost of duplication;

	2. this copyright notice and all the text on this page are included.

	 

	Chapel Library is a faith ministry that relies entirely upon God’s faithfulness. We therefore do not solicit donations, but we gratefully receive support from those who freely desire to give. Chapel Library does not necessarily agree with all the doctrinal positions of the authors it publishes.

	 

	Free downloads are available at our website: www.ChapelLibrary.org. For additional copies of this booklet or other Christ-centered materials from prior centuries, please contact

	 

	Chapel Library

	2603 West Wright Street

	Pensacola, Florida 32505  USA

	 

	(850) 438-6666 • chapel@mountzion.org • www.ChapelLibrary.org

	 

	
The Pastor behind Bars

	Triumphing in Christ through Persecution

	Introduction

	Our Lord Jesus asserted that His people should expect to be persecuted. In fact, suffering for the kingdom is a true mark of the happy condition of Christ’s kingdom citizens: “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you” (Mat 5:11). But how exactly do you flourish as a Christian when “the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried” (Rev 2:10)? This question has a burning relevance for all who love Christ, take up their cross daily, and follow Him. The following letters from a seventeenth-century Baptist pastor in Newgate Prison present doctrinal and practical answers as we seek to identify with our Savior in a world increasingly hostile to the Christian faith. The source of the letters is The Records of a Church of Christ Meeting in Broadmead, Bristol, 1640-1687, later republished in edited form by Edward Bean Underhill (London: The Hanserd Knollys Society, 1847). Mr. Thomas Vaux (or Vauxe) succeeded Thomas Hardcastle as pastor of the Broadmead church and attended the Baptist general assembly in London that approved the Second London Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689.

	On August 15th, 1675, Pastor Thomas Hardcastle preached again as usual to his beloved Baptist congregation meeting at Broadmead. The local Anglican bishop sent one of the city attorneys, Mr. Hellier, to apprehend Thomas. “Hellier comes early, and finds him preaching; departs, and brings Alderman Lawford, with serjeants and the bishop’s secretary, and others of his servants, nearly twenty in all came: makes great disturbance, and at last carries Mr. Hardcastle away before the mayor, who sends him to prison” (The Records, 253). 

	 

	
First Letter: My Loudest Sermon, No Armor for the Back

	To my beloved friends, the members and auditors of the congregation meeting in Broadmead.

	August 18th (three days after imprisonment)

	Dearly beloved friends, 

	The Lord has been pleased to permit the wrath of the adversary to break out so far upon us, as to separate us, and shut me up in prison again, and out of the public assembly for a season. Thus God has seen it appropriate to deal with us. You cannot see my face, nor hear my voice, but I can write letters to you, which being read among you, may, with God’s blessing, be a means to encourage, instruct, and establish you. 

	Beloved, my imprisonment preaches louder than ever I did. You serve thousands of others by this sacrifice and resignation of yours,1 and stir up so many prayers and thanksgivings for you. You engage the Spirit of God more among you. God can make this providence to be a greater ordinance to you, to all intents and purposes, than ever you had any.2 It is time for us to live out the gospel, and to consider upon what terms we professed Christ, and what the cross of Christ means. We have had a long time of liberty, and have enjoyed our ministers, and sermons, and ordinances with freedom. But we grew dull, and slothful, and sleepy. We would not be awake with our privileges, nor sleep without them. But when you see your ministers torn from you before your eyes by ungodly men, this may be an awakening sermon and make you remember. 

	And, my brethren, here is a bright side, a comfortable side. It is better to be driven and pulled from our duty, than draw back from it. Let us not be ashamed of the gospel of Christ. Let us stand by our posts. Let not the adversary reproach us that we dare not stand to our profession, and that we shall be weary in time, and that prisons will tame us, and take off the edge and briskness of our spirits. Let us walk answerably to our profession. I often think of Ezra 8:21-23. “Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance. For I was ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy in the way: because we had spoken unto the king, saying, The hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek him; but his power and his wrath is against all them that forsake him. So we fasted and besought our God for this: and he was intreated of us.”

	O read this! 

	God is with us while we are with Him. 

	He gives new strength according to the day. 

	It is not holding out just for a while, but it is enduring to the end. 

	The blessing is to him that overcometh. 

	The greatest safety lies in duty, and keeping close to it. He is most in danger, and runs himself into it, that declines duty for fear of the cross and suffering from men. 

	It has been our great error that we have not trusted in the power of God. We have reasoned about the worst that men can do, but have not believed the best that God can do. 

	Sense and carnal reason must be left behind in the things of God. We must not consult with flesh and blood. “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luk 9:23). This is gospel sense. 

	Is preaching and meeting together a duty only when men will allow us? Or is it an indispensable duty at all times, when men forbid and persecute? The gospel makes no exception or suspension, but rather a supposition that we shall be persecuted, and hurried before rulers (Luk 21:12). Therefore, it makes provision, not for our hiding or withdrawing, but for a mouth and wisdom, and says it shall turn to a testimony (Mat 10:16-21). See and read it: “They will deliver you up.” But how shall they meet with you, if you be not found in your duty? “Be…wise as serpents,” and “beware of men” (vv. 16, 17). But how? And for what? Why, that they do not frighten us from our work; that they do not ensnare and entangle us in our consciences. If to beware of men implied keeping out of harm’s way, how should the next word be, “They will deliver you up…and…scourge you” (v. 17)? Religion is still for standing and going forward. There is no armor for the back.

	I think, and am persuaded, my second imprisonment will be a greater advantage to you and to the gospel than the first.3 And for myself in particular, I find my spirit much quieted and composed. I do not wish one step, or one word I have spoken—apart from my human frailty—were otherwise than it is. God will provide for you, and God will take care of me. You will find, in due time, that the gospel has lost no ground by this providence. But you must not expect to [be a part of God’s great works], and never exercise faith and patience. You must believe for what you cannot see at present, and patiently endure what will, in a little time, be removed with greater advantage than if the cross had never been laid on. 

	Beloved, it is now high time for us to be in good earnest in religion. If the credit of the gospel will not bear the weight of our outward concerns, our families, wives, children, and estates, how shall we venture our souls and the salvation of them from the devil, hell, and death, and the obtaining everlasting glory for them upon it? I am set for the defense of the gospel, and am every moment upon service for you and the gospel, day and night. If I had been at liberty only a few hours in a week, they would have been taken up in preaching to you. And if I had held back, I know not what blessing I could have promised myself upon my labors elsewhere, in providing for my own ease and liberty, and left you, my charge, for fear of suffering, and made myself incapable of serving you, suffering with or for you. If any say [my withdrawing to avoid persecution] would have been but for a little time, I answer: 

	1. We must take up the cross immediately. Duty must not be delayed—no, not a moment, when there is opportunity. 

	2. Is not a season of suffering for righteousness to be prized as much or more than a season of grace? 

	3. Do we know that God would ever honor us again with such an opportunity, if we neglected this one? 

	4. Can we tell how many thousands are encouraged by our standing now, and who would have been troubled if we had given way but one day? And, 

	5. Lastly, who knows that he will live six weeks, or one week, or one day? And shall we not do all we can for Christ? Shall we neglect a present season of service, upon a supposition of serving Him six weeks from now? Is this like the gospel? See James 4:13-15. “Today we will keep our liberty and enjoy our ease; and tomorrow, when persecution is over, we will worship and preach?” Who knows what good six weeks’ imprisonment may do, and what the power of God can do, to work liberty by means of imprisonment, and convince an ungodly generation that it is not selfishness and party spirit that makes us separate [from the established church] and meet together, but pure conscience? Suffering leaves a testimony in their conscience, when drawing back might harden them in their wickedness and draw out their rage more. 

	I am called, by virtue of my office and place, to stand. My circumstances differ from others. My dearly beloved friends, brethren, sisters, and hearers! My heart is enlarged towards you. I have no greater joy than to serve you in the most effectual way. I am sure I am not now out of God’s way, and there you would have me to be. The Lord sanctify this present providence to us all, and help us to find out and fight against these corruptions that provoke the Lord thus to contend with us. For though men deal unjustly by us, and our sufferings, with respect to them, are for righteousness’ sake, yet, with relation to God, we must acknowledge ourselves guilty, guilty, and that He has punished us less than our iniquities have deserved. 

	I know you pray for me. We may meet at the throne of grace in spite of all opposition. Pray for your enemies as the gospel requires. Prepare for further trials. Pray for the Spirit to bring things to your remembrance that you have heard, and to make you more fruitful in every good work to the praise of God. Get the love of the world more out of your hearts, and the love of God more into your hearts. And this will make you willing to part with everything rather than part with Him, His name, profession, Word, or worship. The Lord be with you and give us a comfortable meeting again in the public assembly, to tell of all His wondrous works. 

	You are dear to your willing servant, for Christ’s sake, Thomas Hardcastle.

	 

	
Second Letter: Humble Yourselves

	[A small portion of the first part of the letter is lost.] 

	…When we do as God bids us, and go the errands He sends us, we shall neither lack nor lose anything that is good for us. We speak much of faith, and hope, and patience, and commend them, but are not as pleased when we have occasion to make use of them ourselves. We have great cause to complain of our weakness and coming short of the glory of God, for which we were created, redeemed, and preserved! We must follow Christ in the way that He chooses, and not in the way that we choose for ourselves. Wearisome sabbaths, and troublesome meetings are appointed; separations and confinements attend and abide us. What is the reason of all this? Are there not causes? Yes, too many and too good; nay, too bad. 

	1. Have not our inward distractions and vanity of mind in duties and solemn worship brought about outward disturbances? Our distractions offend and grieve God more than our enemies’ disturbances disturb and perplex us. 

	2. Did we mix faith with the Word? And did we come with that awe, and seriousness, and reverence of spirit, as fit the holy ordinances of the great God? The adversary expresses rudeness, profaneness, blasphemy, and uncomely behavior in our solemn meetings and religious worship. And should we not be led to guess that our irreverence is one cause? Read Lamentations 2:6-7, 17; 1:7-8; 4:18-19; 5:14-21. 

	3. Have we not been too guilty of formality and hypocrisy in our profession and worship? And are not our enemies permitted to overthrow our benches and tables, and spoil the face and formality of our worship, and to call us a company of hypocrites and dissemblers? 

	4. Have [we] rejoiced in this day that the Lord has made, and been glad in it, and celebrated the name of God and Christ, for redemption and the resurrection? Or has it not been to us as an ordinary day, another day, a common day, wherein little exulting or joy has been discovered? Nay, rather, has it not been a burden to us, and the performances of it tedious and troublesome? And is it not just, that now our persecutors should burden us, and load us, and weary us, in our service and worship, and make it very uncomfortable, unedifying, and unprofitable? 

	5. While we enjoyed days, and months, and years of plenty, peace, prosperity, and liberty, we had not a sense, sympathy, fellow-feeling of the miseries, distractions, distresses, and persecutions that were upon many in several places of the nation. And in other places, what banishment, confiscations, spoiling of goods, and insolences have many precious souls undergone in these nations! And we never heard of them, or never inquired after them, or have not been affected with them as fit fellow members or countrymen. And now our condition is become an object of pity to others (Lam 4:11-12). Who would have thought that the recent peaceable state of the city of Bristol would have been disturbed by so much desolation? 

	6. Has our love one to another, among ourselves, been so warm and sincere, esteeming one another, preferring one another, forbearing and forgiving one another, so as to shut out jealousies, prejudices, surmisings, whisperings, backbitings, and dissimulations? Then should we not have been exposed to the reproaches, speeches, railings, and unjust reflections of unreasonable and ungodly men; and not have come within the hearing of so much bad language as we have found in our public meeting places from those that hate us and persecute us. 

	You will say, this is all a sad story. Is there no comfortable side to be seen? Is there no hope? Yes, there is. 

	1st. There is hope that we will repent and mourn over all our transgressions, and cry to God for mercy and pardon. 

	2nd. There is hope that God will hear us, and pardon us, and accept of us. 

	3rd. There is hope that God will put an end to these troubles, and let us enjoy peaceable meetings and behold our teachers again. 

	4th. There is hope from the consideration of the good presence and gracious supports we have had from our God—that degree of faithfulness and patience He has given us, that the gospel hath not lost but got much ground, and that the opposition, as it has been sinful and groundless, so has it been successless and fruitless. 

	5th. There is hope from the survey of the benefit and advantage which has accrued to many in the nation, by encouraging them to stand and patiently suffer in the good ways of God, rather than decline and draw back. We are not made for ourselves nor to serve ourselves only. The more glory God gets by us, the more honor He will put upon us, and magnify our salvation. 

	6th. There is hope and great ground of comfort in the view and foresight of the great good that is in the womb of this providence, and it will shortly appear. It is now a winter season. The snow is upon the ground. There will be a spring; the singing of birds will come. It is now a seed time; the harvest will come. We are sowing for posterity; the generation coming on will have the good fruit of this present persecution. Many will be convinced by it, and many confirmed and edified. This cloud will quickly be blown over. The more they were oppressed, the more they grew (Exo 1:12). When opportunities shall come to be peaceable, many will flock to them, as doves to the windows, that have either now been frightened, or otherwise would never have come to a meeting. But they will then, either out of curiosity or conscience, come to see what is done there, and fall in love with what they have seen so much opposed by the wicked, with so little reason, and so faithfully and patiently endured by those whom they have causelessly reproached, slandered, and betrayed. 

	Comfort one another with these and similar words. And evermore remember me. I aim at nothing more than your good, and can rejoice in my present confinement that the gospel and you may gain any advantage. I remain, wherever I remain, 

	Yours, for Christ’s sake, Thomas Hardcastle. 

	From Newgate, Close prisoner.4

	 

	
Third Letter: Persevere in Private

	Newgate, September 3, 1675

	Beloved friends,

	It is a mercy that I can, in any way, reach your ears. But it is a greater mercy if the Lord will every way reach your hearts. God can make an edifying sermon from any subject, no matter where He takes His text, if He will preach from it Himself. A sharp providence and a short epistle shall convict, confirm, and comfort if the Lord speak the word and say Amen to it. The residue of the Spirit is with Him; it is He that teacheth to profit, and ofttimes works most powerfully by seemingly simple and weak means. Be of good courage: whatever you lose for God, you will find in God. 

	I am here a while for yours and the gospel’s sake and service. Watchmen must endure hardship—the heat of the day and the cool of the night. We read that the priests’ feet were to stand in the waters of Jordan when they bore the ark (Jos 3). Ministers and watchmen must meet with the waters of affliction and stand in them and see to the safety of the whole body, to the hazard of themselves (2Co 12:15). Paul is willing not only to spend, to pray, and preach, and write, but be spent too—his spirits, his strength, his life. Christ went without meat and drink to preach, and Paul went without his sleep. And so must we deny our liberty when God calls for it, and take up the cross of imprisonment when it directly lies in our way—especially believing Philippians 1:12-21. 

	I have read of one Evenius, a shepherd, that had the sheep of a city committed to him. Through his negligence a wolf entered and devoured sixty of them. Upon this he was condemned, and lost his eyes. The Lord may suffer wicked men and persecutors to prevail so far as to drive us from our standing,5 but they can never drive us from our steadfastness. 

	You are not on the losing, but the gaining and growing hand. And God will make you glad according to the days wherein He has afflicted you, and the months wherein you have seen evil. The primitive Christians called their persecutions by the heathen emperors clouds that would be quickly and speedily blown over. Be not weary of well-doing and well-suffering. Lose not the things ye have wrought and endured, but receive a full reward. Sometimes, indeed, a saint of God may be weary in his work, but he is never weary of his work. It is a good observation of an eminent minister, “Though a Christian does not love what he bears, yet he loves to bear; though,” says he, “I love not what I suffer, yet I love to suffer, and it is my duty when the Lord calls to it. To suffer is the patience of necessity; to suffer cheerfully is the patience of grace and duty.” 

	Jesus Christ can give us calm and composed sabbaths when He pleases, and He will do it when it shall be good for us, and we fit for them. When you cannot have comfortable communion together in public, but are interrupted, you may commune with your own hearts upon your beds and be still (Psa 4:4). Is not the Lord now pointing us to heart work? Have we not been too much strangers at home? Have we not rested in and trusted on our ordinances and privileges, our communion sermons and assemblies, when we should have been trying ourselves, examining our own hearts, and turning to the Lord more sincerely? Does not the Lord address us, as it were, after this manner? “Bear testimonies faithfully for Me in public, and My Spirit shall witness to you, and with you, and for you in private.” Is not the Lord promoting holy conference,6 that profitable ordinance? See Malachi 3:16. 

	In the worst of all times, when Christ was in the grave and the disciples fled, two of them, as they walked along, talked together of all the things which had happened. “And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them” (Luk 24:15). You may talk with your own hearts and discourse with one another and have Christ’s company and nobody to disturb you. Sin, indeed, is a disturber. An unbelieving, dead, carnal, worldly frame of spirit is perplexing; but resolve that your enemies inside shall have no rest while your enemies outside let you have none. Be diligent accusers of yourselves before God, and constant informers against yourselves in the presence of the great Lord. Be more angry at your corruption than others are at your profession. 

	Be amazed at the patience and longsuffering of God, that you have any seasons of peace. It is a wonder that the fury of the adversary is let loose no more, that the devils themselves do not appear among you in their own shapes, but only in the shapes of weak, wretched, and successless men, whom the Lord is pleased to hook and bridle—and still, with Sennacherib, turns them back by the way which they came (2Ki 19:28). 

	You should now take more opportunities of preaching to your own hearts and to each other. Let me add this, if you cannot hear God speak to you so freely as formerly in preaching, you should speak the more freely to Him by prayer. By pouring out your souls before Him, you will draw and suck in strength and consolation and direction. In Acts 4:23ff, when the apostles were disturbed and prevented from preaching, they got together and fell a-praying, until they made the place shake again. It is very likely, if the truth could have been known, they made the chief priests’ and elders’ hearts tremble again. Faithful, fervent prayer is a most deadly, dreadful, frightful thing to wicked men and persecutors. John’s disciples took revenge with a mighty blow: “And [his disciples] came, and took up the body, and buried it, and went and told Jesus” (Mat 14:12). They could not have done their enemies a greater mischief than to inform Christ Jesus of them and acquaint Him with what they had done. Christ forbids the offending of little ones because their angels always behold the face of God; and if a little one cry, presently the angel is ready to be dispatched for rescue and relief. O cry! Cry! Cry! Pray and believe and pray! And the more you feel, pray the harder. Who knows what one universal groan and cry might do? 

	But I will not be tedious to you. I have only three words to add at present: 

	1. Love your heavenly Father more. 

	2. Love your fellow-members and brethren more. 

	3. Love your adversaries more. 

	And so you fulfil the gospel of Christ. 

	Take heed of fretfulness and personal prejudices against them because they are your enemies. [Oppose them] as they are God’s enemies, in the spirit and fear of God. When you get them on plain gospel ground then, “Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel” (Gen 49:7). 

	Forget not me in every prayer and supplication of yours to the Father of mercies, that He would sanctify my present confinement to myself and bless it to you and to many. 

	I am yours for Christ’s sake, Thomas Hardcastle.

	 

	
Fourth Letter: Submit to Chastening

	Newgate, September 8, 1675

	Beloved friends, 

	Though I am absent from you, yet I “hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel” (Phi 1:27). “God is with us” (Isa 8:10); and “to them that have no might he increaseth strength” (Isa 40:29). Can we not watch with the Lord Jesus one hour? Our evil hearts of unbelief have more struck at the honor of our Master than ever the persecution of ungodly men struck at our good; for no good can come of an evil heart, but abundance of good may come to us by means of evil men. 

	Well then, my brethren, let us come to this conclusion, that we are very much indebted to God, and be glad that God will give us any opportunity of service or bearing testimony for Him. But oh, what a bountiful Master we have Who rewards us for doing our duty. Our heavenly Father is a little angry with us. Indeed, we have not acted like obedient children. He is reluctant to turn us out of doors; he seems to have a greater mind to whip the moneychangers than turn us out of the temple. His house will be a house of prayer, when the thieves shall retreat into their dens. Let us then yield to Him Who is so unwilling to oppose us; and for that purpose, let us oppose our evil nature, corrupt affections, and beloved sins, which have been the cause of these confusions and disturbances. Let them not live one quiet quarter of an hour in our hearts—that will not let us live one quiet hour in our meeting. 

	But what shall we say? Our Father corrects us lovingly and gently. He takes us on His knee and corrects us. He smiles while He is striking and makes us kiss the rod and embrace the cross and brings us to our knees. All will be well, if we can but stay in that posture. There is no running from Him but by running to Him. If we accept the punishment of our iniquities, our deliverance will be hastened. We yet live and have lost no ground. Our hope and faith and patience have as good ground to stand upon as ever they had. We cannot bear the smallest burden in our own strength; but our God can and will keep us to bear the greatest He shall lay upon us. Let us comfort ourselves with these words. You see, the world cannot comfort us; then the Word and promise must. As George Withers says: 

	Have we not yet a God, and is not He 

	A refuge, when all others failing be? 

	His trust was never placed on Him alone, 

	If Him he cannot trust when all is gone. 

	And be ye sure that ere7 from hence ye go, 

	He will make proof whether it be so or no.

	The presence of Jesus Christ among His disciples was more comforting than the presence of any gospel minister to his congregation; and yet, though sorrow had filled their hearts because of His departure, He tells them plainly that it was expedient8 for them that He should go away (Joh 16:7). Strange expediency! That He Whom they loved as their lives, and Whose presence and company and preaching they would have preserved even with the loss of their lives, and yet it would be expedient that He went away! “If I go not away,” says He, “the Comforter will not come” (Joh 16:7). Now, my beloved friends, the Comforter is with you, and the Comforter is with me; and if I had not gone away in the way I did, the Comforter might not have stayed either with you or me. 

	The preaching of the gospel is the ordinance of Christ, and so is the imprisonment of the preachers of the gospel. But I never heard that refraining from preaching for fear of prison ever convinced or established anyone. Fear keeps company with the pit and the snare; and they are proper for none but the fearful and unbelieving, whose place is ordained where neither I nor you are willing to go (Rev 21:8). Better go to Newgate with faith than to hell with fear. 

	Yet, I would not have you think that I am judging those who have not gone in the path I have taken. I hope I have learned and often have taught you that people’s circumstances and understandings may differ. I know the way that I take, and another man may know the way that he takes. “The devil shall cast some of you into prison” (Rev 2:10)—not all of you. 

	If Satan be angry with you and me, I can be glad for it, provided God is less angry with us. It is a small matter to be persecuted by sinners or to be judged by others; our judgment remains with the Lord. And can you think, my dear friends, that the eternal Almighty God is angry with us the more because we have trusted His power the more and ventured ourselves upon Him? Can we think that He will leave us without a blessing because we will not subject our public worship and ministry to the appearance of men and power of magistrates in the sinful execution of their office? No, no. God will never blame you for this. Did He ever blame anyone that trusted in Him in the way of his duties? Where are the promises? What signifies the power of God? When is it to be made use of? Blot out these texts, or else read them over, and believe them: Isaiah 43:1-5; Isaiah 51:12-15; Luke 12:4-7. 

	God will bless this event to more good than we yet see, though already we see some fruit of it. Do you really want me out of prison where I stand in the presence and power of God, above all the powers on earth? Do you want me to veil myself and the preaching of the everlasting gospel at the appearance of a wretched and wicked persecutor? This would not edify anyone. God would never bless such shifting and distrusting, though I could preach like an angel. But I will have nothing to do with this! I am preaching as God hath ordered me to preach, and God will bless it. And if I were preaching upon other terms, I might preach upon my own head,9 and that I never loved in all my life. But what shall we gain by all these things: 

	1. Are we more humbled? 

	2. Do we prize the Word more? 

	3. Do we beg for the Spirit more? 

	4. Do we mourn in secret more? 

	5. Do we believe more? 

	6. Do we repent more? 

	7. Do we love the world less? 

	8. Do we mind the duties of our families, relations, and callings more?

	9. Do we long to be in heaven more, where there is rest, and peace, and joy? 

	10. Have we parted with any particular corruption and saved ourselves from our own iniquity by this providence? 

	11. Do we pray more fervently? 

	12. Do we converse more watchfully? 

	13. Do we prepare more for our death and departure out of this world? 

	14. Are we more thankful to God for the mercies we enjoy? 

	15. Have we gotten more above the fear of man and into the fear of the Lord? And, 

	16. Lastly, are we grown more into a sense of the dishonor of God that daily comes to His name by these profaning wretches? 

	Let these things settle in your hearts. I shall add no more at present but this:

	Keep your consciences, keep your confidences, keep your communions, and all is well enough. The God of peace be with you. I bless the Lord I am well and cheerful, through strength of grace and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus. 

	Your prayers assisting, I am ever your faithful servant in bonds. 

	Take this farewell. Whilst we are in our enemies’ hands, God holds us in His hands. 

	P.S. September 11th, 1675. Since writing this, the Lord has appeared in giving me a few days’ liberty at my own house. Bless His name with me and for me. I did not ask it. I did not expect it, but the Lord has the hearts of all men in His hands, and He can make enemies to show favor, contrary to their own inclinations, dispositions, resolutions, and threatenings. I made my prayer to Him when I was under oppression, and made my profession to Him of my dependence upon His power. I would commit myself wholly to Him, remembering that passage in Ezra 8:22. And in that very hour He wrought out my liberty! How long it may continue, I know not; but if I must return to the house of Jonathan again, it is for further service, and that the Lord may get Himself more honor. And He hath made me willing to be at His disposal, in some measure I can say, from this late appearance of God for me. “The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee” (Psa 9:9-10).

	 

	
Fifth Letter: Pray!

	These for my dearly beloved, the church of Christ, meeting together at a private fast, in Whitson Court, Bristol. 

	September 13, 1675

	[Though at his own house, Mr. Hardcastle does not appear to have had the liberty of meeting with his church on their appointed day of fasting and prayer. He therefore addressed to them the following letter]:

	Dearly beloved,

	Who knows what a day may bring forth? Who knows what a fast day may bring forth? Could we fast and pray unto God, much good might be done. There are two measures that must be filled up, the measures of our prayers and sufferings, and the measures of our adversaries’ sins and cruelties. They are making as much haste as ever they can; let us not come lagging behind. Let our steadfastness, supplications, and humiliations run parallel with their threatenings, persecutions, and disturbances. One blow in season may do much good. 

	It was the curse of Amalek that he fell upon the Israelites when they were faint and weary in the journey and travel that the Lord had appointed them. It will be our virtue, wisdom, and honor, by faithful and fervent prayer, to fall upon these cursed Amalekites now [that] they grow faint and weary; and they fear not God (Deu 25:17-19). Who knows what one joint cry and groan may do (I wish it were more joined) in this critical, distressing season? I beseech you fall on, and for your word you have it in two passages. I beseech you to turn to them and read them deliberately in the congregation: 2 Chronicles 13:4-21; 2 Chronicles 20:5-20.

	It is a spiritual warfare; and the battle is not ours, but God’s. The cause is His; His name is concerned. Say unto Him, “We are called by thy name; leave us not (Jer 14:9). And, “What wilt thou do unto thy great name?” (Jos 7:9). “Though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it for thy name’s sake” (Jer 14:7). But take these few directions for the management of your prayers: 

	1. Pray holily. If we keep sin, we cannot come with confidence to the throne of grace. If we regard iniquity in our hearts, the Lord will not hear our prayers (Psa 66:18). 

	2. Pray fervently. As we must serve the Lord with all our might, so we must seek the Lord. I need not enlarge on these things; a few hints will serve you. 

	3. Pray believingly. Let not your inward and secret fears check and control the expressions of your lips. 

	4. Pray waitingly. Why, what is that? Pray, resolving that you will pray again if the Lord do not answer you now, and that you will never give up on Him until He have mercy upon you. “I will wait upon the LORD, that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him” (Isa 8:17). But what shall we pray for? 

	First. “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem10: they shall prosper that love [her]” (Psa 122:6). Say, Let Zion be delivered. Not, Let Bristol be delivered. Let the bondage and burden be taken off all Israel and let them be saved. 

	Secondly. Pray that your troubles and afflictions and persecutions may be sanctified rather than removed. Let my powerful corruption be removed or taken away, rather than this domineering prelate.11 Let our internal divisions be removed, our divisions healed, our disputes silenced, our jealousies and heart-burnings and prejudices rebuked, and our formalities and lukewarmness fully cured. 

	Thirdly. Pray for your enemies that they may be pardoned if they belong to the election of grace, that their wickedness may come to an end, or else that they may be chained and proceed no further. 

	Fourthly. Pray that the gospel may gain much ground by this present persecution, that many may be convinced and edified by it, that this may be a seed for an harvest. 

	Fifthly. And pray for me, that my bonds may turn to the furtherance of the gospel; that this providence may be abundantly sanctified both to you and me; that my health may be preserved, if it be the good pleasure of God; and that I may come out “in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel” (Rom 15:29). I take leave, at present, but hope to be still meeting you somewhere or other whilst I live, and in the general assembly of the firstborn, where there is no separating, imperfection, division, darkness, or spot, or any such things. The Lord by His Spirit help your infirmities and bless you and me abundantly with spiritual blessings in heavenly things. 

	I am yours in the best bonds, Thomas Hardcastle.

	 

	
Sixth Letter: Faith and Patience

	These for my beloved friends, the members and auditors12 of the congregation meeting in Broadmead, Bristol. 

	July 18th, 1675

	Dear friends, 

	Solomon tells us, “That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered” (Ecc 1:15). There are some things that so oppose and thwart us that we do not know how to make them better, smooth, and even with all our skill and effort. And there are some things so defective or short or lacking that we cannot tell, by all our reaching and straining, how to complete, fill up, and perfect. I have been considering that there are two graces that will do the business. The one will make crooked things straight; the other will make up the number that is wanting. And those two graces are faith and patience. 

	I base what I say on two texts of scripture: Matthew 15:28 and James 1:4. 

	A good faith always gets its desire; and patience keeps a man without needs. 

	A true believer desires that the will of the Lord should be done, that God always may have His will, and then he has his own when God has His. Faith shows a believer that all is for the best which the Lord wills and orders; and patience helps the soul to wait quietly till it comes to see what it before believed. 

	What is the reason for all our perplexities, but that we are unwilling either to do or suffer something that God has for us? We think some things would better have been otherwise than they are, and thus we neither have our way, nor let God have His. We neither give Him glory, nor get peace to ourselves. Instead, we should argue thus: the will of God is done, and that pleases me. This is what I pray for daily. This is my daily prayer, “Thy will be done” (Mat 6:10). And this should be my daily pleasure, to see it done as it is done. 

	The will of God is the reason of all His actions and the rule of ours. The will of His precept is willingly to be performed; the will of His providence is cheerfully to be submitted to. We are to obey His commands and approve of his decisions. The more severe His will seems to be, the more honorable is the obedience and submission to it. 

	I am sick, poor, faint, feeble, and oppressed. Is it Thy will, Lord? Yes. Why then, Thy will be done. It is best of all. I am in prison, and I suffer loss. Is it Thy will? Yes, it is My will, for a sparrow doth not fall to the ground without Me. Why, then, Lord, Thy will be done. It is best of all. Whatever is done is well done, because it is done, and God does it. And it could not be better any other way, but a great deal worse. 

	Every little wheel of providence has its proper motion. And however contrary the motion is, each tends to bring about the great ends of God’s glory and His people’s good. And what would we have more? And thus imprisonment, many times, comes to be a furtherance of the gospel. His will appoints it, and His will manages it, and it must needs be very well. And thus it would be well to us too if we would [recognize it]; and we would lack nothing, had we more faith and patience. 

	Let us take with us words (Hos 14:2), and go to God, and say, Lord take away my will, and then I shall be pleased with everything. Let my will be swallowed up in Thine, and let me have no will but Thine. And then everything will be according to my will, because all things come to pass according, and not one thing falls out contrary, to Thy will, and Thou art well pleased in all that Thou doest. Oh, my brethren, our wills have been the cause of all our woes. We have not considered the sovereignty of God, but have chosen rather to fulfil our own desires, which have been carnal and selfish, than obey the commands of the great Creator and gracious Redeemer. 

	And now, since I cannot preach a sermon to you, I can commend some good texts to you, that may be for your instruction, edification, quickening, and consolation. And they are four: 

	1. The first is Jeremiah 3:22-23. It is a great mercy that the Lord will graciously call out to a backsliding people. He could as well say, “Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone” (Hos 4:17). These people enjoy liberty, and preaching, and privileges, and forms. They rest in them and become very guilty. Let them alone. But, says God, I will awaken them, as I did Pharaoh, by sending frogs into their chambers. They shall see the sights of offensive and disgusting creatures, and this, it may be, will amaze them and make them use their opportunities better. 

	But, further, it is a greater mercy when the Lord not only calls out to a people, but when He makes them willing to come to Him. Behold, we come unto Thee! Tender submission under the Lord’s correcting hand is a great mercy and a sure sign of a gracious heart. Speak freely; have you not deserved all you have met with and much more? Should we not be amazed it is so well with us as it is? 

	Are we prepared to say to God, everyone for himself and herself, Lord, cure my great transgression that has thus provoked Thee? Yea, Lord, and let my worldly heart be healed too. Aye, and my vain and sensual imaginations. Aye, and my murmuring, fretful, unbelieving heart, let it go amongst the rest. Aye, Lord, and my vain and foolish talking. And, Lord, before Thou goest, take my discontented spirit away with Thee. And, Lord, let not my weak and fainting spirit be left behind. One should say, Lord, shall my doubts be resolved? And should not my corruptions be subdued? should another say. And hast Thou not a blessing of pardon for me? And a blessing of contentedness for me? And a blessing of faith for me? And a blessing of the fear of God for me? And a blessing of self-denial for me? And a blessing of heavenly-mindedness for me? And a blessing of courage and constancy for me? And a blessing of meekness and conquest over passion for me? Lord, let not this providence pass, until every one of us has a blessing by it, more than ever we got by sermons. “Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God.” 

	2. The second text is Philippians 1:29. The next greatest gift to believing on Christ is suffering for Christ. A crucified Christ is the foundation of faith; the cross of Christ is the fruit of faith. 

	3. The third is in Revelation 3:10. Your testimony to the pure public worship of Jesus Christ and to His offices as prophet, priest, and king is now the word of Jesus Christ’s patience. And for your faithful and patient enduring the Lord will keep you “from the hour of temptation.” Your sufferings now are from the worst of sinners for your profession. Your case and cause is clear. You suffer by men’s wrath and malice. But there are judgments coming that will carry the wrath of God in the front of them and may prove to be occasions of sins and snares, of fretting against God, and blaspheming His name. And these you shall be freed from. Your sufferings come in the best season, upon the best account, with the greatest advantage, safety, and security that may be. 

	4. The fourth is in Romans 16:20: “And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.” “Comfort one another with these words” (1Th 4:18). “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phi 4:7).

	Let me never be forgotten by you, who cannot be forgotten by me. I am your constant, faithful minister, servant, and sufferer for the testimony of Jesus, Τ. H. 

	P.S. You have been this week seeking the Lord solemnly and seriously; you have been directing your prayers to the Lord, from Whom alone cometh our help and salvation. Is it not fitting for you to be looking up, to see what answer God gives you, and what return He will make to you? In wisely observing providences, you may clearly see the faithfulness of God in fulfilling promises and hearing prayers. When Saul was converted, then had the churches rest. Read Acts 8:1-3, compared with Acts 9:20, 31. If Sauls be not converted (which is much more desirable), yet if they be chained up, it is a great mercy, and deserves all humble and grateful acknowledgment. It has been a day of trouble, and rebuke, and blasphemy; but God can stop the mouths of railing Rabshakehs, and put restraint upon invading Sennacheribs (see Isa 37:3, 28-29, 35). When God, in the midst of judgment, remembers mercy, it is our duty, in the midst of mercy, to remember the judgments of God that have been upon us, and to tremble lest the Lord should not have performed His whole work upon us. To conclude, labor to keep your eye more upon God and lean not too much upon instruments.13 God can do us good by anything, and nothing can do us good without God. Remember, happiness consists more in removing inward than outward trouble. When we are better, God will quickly make our states and conditions better.

	 

	
Chapel Library Resources

	Sending Christ-centered literature and audio worldwide without charge

	Free eBooks at our website

	Worldwide, download literature in .mobi, ePub, and PDF formats as well as audio messages and study course without charge from www.chapellibrary.org. In North America, also request tracts and booklets in print at no charge.

	Chapel Library’s literature is helpful for evangelism and discipleship. Our authors include Spurgeon, Calvin, Pink, Bonar, Ryle, the Puritans, and many others. Foreign languages are available as well.

	You can subscribe to our free quarterly magazine, the Free Grace Broadcaster, which presents a biblical theme each quarter, filled with Christ-centered articles from previous centuries. In North America, please write or email for a free subscription. Inmates should use our Prison Order Form instead.

	Mount Zion Bible Institute offers courses using classic texts from previous centuries, free of charge.

	Our Prison Ministry offers a wide selection of free literature and free order forms for inmates.

	Chapel Library sends Christ-centered materials from prior centuries worldwide without charge, relying entirely upon God’s faithfulness. We therefore do not solicit donations, but we gratefully receive support from those who freely desire to give. You will only hear from us when you request materials or receive your subscription. We also do not share our mailing list, so your contact information will remain secure with us.

	Chapel Library does not necessarily endorse all the doctrinal views of the authors it publishes. 
© Copyright 2026 Chapel Library: modernization, abridgment, and annotations.

	All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version.

	[image: Image]

	2603 W. Wright St. • Pensacola, Florida 32505 • USA
(850) 438-6666 • Mon-Fri 9-5 CT • fax (850) 438-0227
chapel@mountzion.org • www.chapellibrary.org
A worldwide ministry of Mount Zion Bible Church

	 

	 

	
Notes

		[←1]
	 sacrifice and resignation – probably referring to the congregation’s gracious acceptance of God’s will in the imprisonment of their pastor and their continued meeting in the face of opposition. 




	[←2]
	 than ever you had any – the experience of persecution may prove more spiritually beneficial than all their practice of spiritual activities as a church to that point. 




	[←3]
	 Pastor Hardcastle was imprisoned first for six months from February 14 to August 2, 1675. His second imprisonment commenced only thirteen days after being released, when he was found preaching again without a license. 




	[←4]
	 close prisoner – inmate in high-security confinement.




	[←5]
	 standing – position; post.




	[←6]
	 conference – talking together about spiritual things. 




	[←7]
	 ere – before.




	[←8]
	 expedient – profitable; useful.




	[←9]
	 preach upon my own head – possibly: preach on my own authority. Our author would not innovate a safer and self-determined path of ministry, outside of the blessing and protection he experienced in the difficult but blessed path of obedience. 




	[←10]
	 Jerusalem – Authors of this era often used Jerusalem or Zion to refer to God’s elect; here he means true believers all over the world. 




	[←11]
	 prelate – dignitary of the church; here referring to the Anglican Church authorities.




	[←12]
	 auditors – attendees.




	[←13]
	 instruments – what God uses to help us; in this case, pastors.




cover.jpeg
The Pastor
Behind Bars

Triumphing in Christ through Persecution
& &

Thomas Hardcastle (d. 1678)





images/image1.png
CHAPEL LIBRARY





