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THE SINNER’S FRIEND

Preface

Upwards of half a million of this affectionate and faithful monitor are already in cir-
culation throughout the world; and the truly pious of every denomination—nobility,
clergy, ministers, and others—have felt deeply interested in its circulation; particularly
from the great good which has ensued, under the immediate and especial blessing of
Almighty God, upon so trivial a means of awakening inconsiderate and unthinking per-
sons to a sense of their state as sinners. Drunkards have become sober, the licentious
chaste, and infidels believers, by the instrumentality of this little work; which, being
adapted to the condition of every description of persons under the face of heaven, has,
by the blessing of God, become increasingly in demand.

A poor woman (at Shaftesbury), in the deepest distress of body and mind, was visit-
ed by a kind neighbor who gave her a copy of The Sinner’s Friend—it was the balm she
wanted she died shortly afterwards, pressing the little book to her bosom till life be-
came extinct.

A new Edition is now sent forth, with earnest prayer and humble hope that the Di-
vine blessing may shine on these, as on those which have gone before.

Also a Christian friend wrote the Compiler, that a poor woman on her dying bed,
being visited by the pious Rector of Sw——ge, expressed her happiness in the love of
God, with such clear and scriptural views of her acceptance “in the Beloved,” accompa-
nied with such a sweet calmness of mind, that the kind minister was constrained to in-
quire how she had obtained a knowledge of these things. The poor woman showed him
a copy of The Sinner’s Friend, and with a grateful heart, praising God, on the verge of
eternity, said, “This little book, this precious little book, Sir”’; and she died. The worthy
rector (as many others have done) has since recommended this little work to his pa-
rishioners.

A pious bishop wrote the Author as follows: “I always hear with pleasure of the in-
creased circulation of your great little work, The Sinner’s Friend, and I sincerely re-
joice in the honor with which you are honored of God, which I hope may increase more
and more, and extend to every country, as far as sin itself, which the Savior came to
take away, and for which the remedy is exhibited in The Sinner’s Friend.”

A gay' young student of one of the Universities became a sincere penitent, and expe-
rienced a happy death, through the blessing of God upon his reading The Sinner’s
Friend, which was put into his hand by a member of a college.

! gay — promiscuous; morally loose.



A field officer, of dissipated” habits, was presented with a copy of this little book,
whilst in a dangerous state, from which he ultimately recovered, and became a monu-
ment of divine mercy, a truly pious follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, ascribing his sal-
vation to the blessing of God upon his reading The Sinner’s Friend. The Lord’s Name
be praised.

1. Sinner! This Little Book Is for You!

To give you hope and comfort, joy and peace—only believe in the willingness of God
to forgive every penitent sinner, and pray earnestly to Him for mercy, and rest assured
that He will pardon you (yes, even you), for the sake of His beloved Son.

Remember, “The the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you” (Isa 30:18),
therefore put away the temptations of Satan, who would have you distrust the mercies
of God, and persuade you to believe that your sins are too great to be pardoned. This is
impossible, and the reason is, because the blood of Christ cleanseth us from all sin.

Let not conscience make you linger, Nor of fitness madly dream;
The only fitness He requireth, Is to feel your need of Him.

Secret earnest prayer is the approved and never-failing method of obtaining relief
and comfort in seasons of the deepest distress.

A tender, broken, contrite heart; a humble consciousness of having merited con-
demnation; an earnest application for mercy; these are things which accompany salva-
tion, and will always be received by our gracious God.

2. Turned into Hell!

The Wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the
nations that forget God/—Psalm 9:17

How awful is this sentence!

Poor Sinner: What are you to do in this dreadful case? How are you to escape the
doom of wicked persons who will be consigned to endless woe?

Repent, and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved (Act 16:31).

None of the sins that you have committed shall be mentioned unto you (Eze 33:16).

The Lord saveth in the eleventh hour, and He saveth to the uttermost; therefore
never despair. Yet delay not a moment. Tomorrow, may be your last.

The Day of Judgment will very soon be here.

Are you prepared for that tremendous day? Or are you, like the unthinking world,
putting away the thought till the hour of sickness brings you upon a dying bed? Mil-
lions have done this who are now in eternal woe. The writer of this portion was at the
bedside of a dying man exactly in this awful state; he had been often warned, but when

? dissipated — devoted to pleasure and vice.



sickness came, he had no desire for heavenly things, and he died, without repentance.
The time of health is the time to serve the Lord, although in sickness, and even at the
last hour, it may possibly not be too late; for repentance and pardon are inseparable
(Luk 24:47). But it is a dangerous experiment, which none but fools would make.

Look to the next page, and read the encouragement given you to trust in the mercy
of that gracious God, who hath no pleasure in the death of a sinner (Eze 33:11), and
hath promised to cast out none that come to Him, with a humble, contrite heart, trust-
ing in the merits of His beloved Son.

3. None Cast Out

“All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. For I came down
from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him

that sent me. And this is the Father's will which hath
sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.
And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one
which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have

everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.”
—John 6:37-40

This implies an assurance, that no degree of previous guilt, no inveterate habits of
vice, no slavery to Satan, no secret decree of God, no involuntary mistake, no feeble-
ness in coming to Christ, would induce Him to reject a single person, who applied to
Him for the salvation of his soul, with a sincere desire to obtain that blessing, depend-
ing on His truth, power, and grace, and using the means which He hath appointed. In
this, the Father’s will, which the Son came down from Heaven to perform, perfectly
concurs; it is His will that not one of those given to His Son should be rejected or lost,
in life or death; but that every one of them should be raised up to eternal felicity at the
last day.

Jesus not only saves all who believe and obey Him, but He also delivers them from
the guilt, condemnation, dominion, and pollution of all their sins; and, finally, He will
save them from the very existence, and from the effects of sin, when death shall be
swallowed up in victory, and sorrow in everlasting felicity.

Sinner! Do you hesitate? Do you, for a single moment, reject this glorious offer of
mercy? Now is the day of salvation, and your time is happily come, when all your mani-
fold sins may be blotted out, and your soul everlastingly saved. Jesus yearns over you to
do you good. Oh, receive Him into your heart, and He will carry you to heaven.

May this portion be as great a blessing and encouragement to all who read it, as it
has been to the writer.



4. The Healing Power of Christ
“Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed”—Jeremiah 17:14
“Divine answer: I am the Lord that healeth thee”—Exodus 15:26

“They that be whole need not a physician, but
they that are sick”—Matthew 9:12

“I have seen his ways, and will heal him”—Isaiah 57:18; 43:3; 61:1.
“He healed all that were sick”™—Matthew 8:16

Christ’s healing all bodily sickness, was a token of His power and grace, to heal all
spiritual diseases of our souls, though ever so desperate and dangerous. Therefore, give
thyself wholly up to His care; He understands thy distemper also, and will certainly re-
store thee. He has healed a great many already; nay, all those who ever desired it, of all
their infirmities. Thou canst never be too miserable and bad for Him; He is ever willing
and able to help. The worse thy case is, the more He will pity thee and have patience.
Before we can be made whole, His way is to make us thoroughly sensible of our sick-
ness, and lay our wounds more and more open. But as the physician then is most want-
ed, we must be the more earnest to implore His help, and He will surely bind us up
again, and heal us; not at once, but by degrees; often slowly, and wonderfully, yet thor-
oughly at last; for He heals all; even the most incurable diseases.

The gospel (the good news from heaven), when well understood and duly received,
sets the heart against all sin, and effectually prevents the allowed practice of it; and at
the same time, it gives the most blessed relief to the wounded consciences of those who
have sinned, by increasing their hope and assurance of pardon, through our blessed
Advocate with the Father, even Jesus Christ the righteous, who is the Propitiation for
our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world (1Joh 2:1-2).

5. Forgiveness to the Enemies of God!
“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth”—Isaiah 45:22

“Ye who were enemies to God!”—Romans 5:10

“Afar off, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and
of the mind”—Ephesians 2:3, 13

“Seek ye the Lord”—Isaiah 55:6

Hear this blessed invitation, thou guilty, heavy-laden sinner: hear the voice of God!
See Him a God reconciled by the blood of Christ. Hear the voice of mercy extended to
the very ends of the earth; calling the drunkard, the blasphemer, the infidel, the wicked
of every denomination and degree; calling every wandering stout-hearted rebel to re-
pent, and partake of that mercy which endureth forever.



Were the holy angels to call forth all their highest powers, with all their loftiest
strains of song, these could not express the vastness of the love of God to sinners!

God only knows the love of God. He alone knows the immensity of His own mercy,
but we know it to be fully sufficient for all our need, and that no polluted sinner can
come in vain, who comes to God by Jesus Christ.

Do you then linger? Do you tarry? Do you halt? Do you refuse an entrance into
heaven? Do you prefer the downward road to Hell?!

O sinner! Stay, stay, and turn to God. Look not at your sins, but look to Christ. To-
morrow, may be your last. Seek Him today: this very hour, this very moment, and es-
cape for your life; escape, before the flames of hell surround you, and your soul be lost
forever.

Stay, sinner, on the gospel plains, Behold the Son of God unfold
The glories of His dying love, Forever telling—uyet untold.

The wicked pardoned. See Ezekiel 18:21-32; 33:11.

6. Peace to a Guilty Conscience
“Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace”—Luke 7:50

This poor woman had performed no previous good works to recommend her to the
Lord, but she came to Him the moment she was convinced of sin; believed in His power
to pardon, and was instantly forgiven, although her sins were many.

Now, my fellow sinner, here is every possible encouragement for you to do the
same, in order that you may obtain the same blessing,—the same mercy, the same for-
giveness. Christ is as willing now as He was eighteen hundred years ago, to welcome
and pardon every self-condemned sinner who comes to Him for shelter and relief; and
it is no obstacle that your sins have been of the deepest dye, or have been continued
many years; the power, and love, and mercy of Christ, far exceeds the sins of the whole
world.

The poor woman, who came to the Lord, had probably been a most notorious sin-
ner, of the lowest kind, for many years, yet she was not reviled nor taunted on this ac-
count; her sins were not even mentioned to her (Eze 33:16), and instead of being
driven away in her wickedness, she found nothing but love and mercy, to pardon her
guilt and bid her go in peace.

This portion may possibly fall into the hands of some poor woman equally polluted,
equally debased by a wicked course of life, but there is no reason for despair; Christ is
still the same; full of mercy, full of truth; and “He saves them to the uttermost that
come to God by Him.”

Every poor sinner who seeks forgiveness of sins, with a hearty desire to forsake it,

will be pardoned, in a moment. The Lord is always willing to forgive. See the case of the
poor leper (Mar 1:41-42).



7. Sin Fully Pardoned and Forgotten

“lwill put My law in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall
be My people; for I will forgive their iniquities,
and will remember their sins no more”
—Jeremiah 31:33-34
(See also Jer. 32:40 & 33:8).

Everlasting praises and thanksgivings be unto our gracious God for so rich a display
of mercy, and of His yearning desire to save sinners!

Remember their sins no more!

Does not this blessed declaration, my fellow sinner, give rapture to your soul, and
cause your heart to leap for joy; that your sins, however great in number, or in depravi-
ty, or however long-continued, that these shall be remembered no more!

Why, this is life from the dead; joy for mourning; hope to the disconsolate; in short,
everything the poor sinner can possibly need or desire.

Thou self-condemned, despairing sinner, look up with hope, believe the Word of
God, and sing for joy. Sing praises to Him who so mercifully calls even the vilest of the
vile, even the most abandoned wretch on earth, to repent, and trust implicitly in the
sacrifice and righteousness of His beloved Son for salvation. See the Lord’s own soul-
reviving words, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son
of man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eter-
nal life” (Joh 3:14-15). Let these blessed words dispel your every fear; and take for your
further encouragement, the language of Christ Himself, “All manner of sin and blas-
phemy shall be forgiven” (Mat 12:31). This shows the utter impossibility of your being
lost, if you do but trust in the blood of Christ, and sincerely repent of sin. A true peni-
tent cannot be lost (Pro 18:13).

“Fear not; it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Luk 12:32).

The Lord help you to believe, and may He bless you with the comfort of the Holy
Ghost, that His name may be glorified, and your soul eternally saved. Amen.

8. Free Justification

“Their sins and iniquities will [ remember no more”
—Heb 10:17; Jer 31:34; Isa 43:25; Eze 36:25-27; Mic 7:19.

In the free justification of a sinner before God, and giving him acceptance, and
peace of conscience, the gospel displays its power unto salvation. It comes to the peni-
tent transgressor as a ministration of righteousness, as a word of reconciliation and
peace. It opens the prison doors, and bids the captive go free. The power of the law was
great, but in comparison with the gospel, the law was weak, and could make nothing
perfect. The power of the law was for destruction. The power of the gospel is a life-



giving power. The law could only hold down the man who was down before; it could
never give him life again. But the power to give life, is far greater than the power to
kill. The gospel is thus mighty to pass by transgressions and sins, to set at liberty the
souls that are bound, and to give boldness in the presence of the King of Saints to the
poor captives of Satan. When the sinner’s heart is brought under the influence of the
gospel, by the power of the Holy Spirit, it takes away the burden of guilt; it silences
every accuser; it fills the believer with the confidence of hope; it forbids every weapon
to prosper which is formed against him, and condemns every tongue which rises up in
judgment against his soul. The justification which the gospel gives, is perfect and en-
tire. The sins of a whole life, however accumulated, however aggravated, are blotted out
in one moment, and that forever (Luk 7:47). Who shall lay any thing to the charge of
God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died;
yea, rather, that is risen again; who is at the right hand of God; and where Christ is,
there shall also His servants be.

In this total change in the relation of a sinner towards God, the gospel shows its
power; it turns aside the edge of judgment, and rejoices in a victory over condemna-
tion; and relieving a soul from fear, from danger, and from death, it shows itself to be
the power of God, unto salvation. Sinner, rejoice!

9. Sanctification
“Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts”—1 Peter 3:15

Many there are who willingly embrace the doctrine of justification by faith (Rom
3:28), but are not quite so ready to cherish the equally important doctrine of sanctifica-
tion, by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the heart (1Co 3:16-17), or in other words,
to have Christ always within them as the true vine (Joh 15:4-5).

No one has any right or authority from the Holy Scriptures, to think himself justi-
fied unless he be also sanctified, by a renewed walk and conversation. No oufward
reformation will avail; it must be inward work, producing a hatred of every sinful
thought, or word, or deed. We must not only avoid the appearance of evil, but we must
also detest, and fight against, every evil propensity of our own sinful nature; of the in-
ner man, where no eye but that of God can possibly discern. The approbation or good
opinion of our fellow sinners will sadly deceive us, unless we have an approving con-
science, testifying our earnest longing desire to be sanctified from every defilement, so
that our walk may indeed be close with God.

We must be completely separate from everything unholy in practice or in thought;
and we must also boldly dare the scoffs or railings of our old companions, or the world,
if we would enjoy the favor of God, or live to His glory (2Ti 3:12). Half measures will
not do; we must be all for God; then our peace will flow as a river; then shall we be “re-
newed in the spirit of our mind”; then shall we put on the new man, which after God, is



created in righteousness and true holiness—for without holiness no man shall see the
Lord.

Careless professor! Beware how you trifle with holiness, or with sin: the neglect of
the one, or the practice of the other, will equally prove your ruin (Jam 4:8). Awake to
righteousness, and sin not; for many walk who are the enemies of the cross of Christ;—
whose glory is in their shame;—ungodly men, whose end is destruction. Be ye not like
unto them, but sanctify the Lord God in your heart, and keep yourselves in the love of
God, unspotted from the world, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life; and may God grant you this blessing,—for Christ’s sake alone. Amen.

10. Pardon for the Worst of Sinners

“The Son of Man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost”—Luke 19:10

This was the kind errand of the everlasting Son of God, the Messenger of Peace, the
Reconciler between God and man. “Save the lost!” There is something stupendously
magnificent in the mercy here proclaimed. “Save the lost!” What! The most aban-
doned? the most sinful? Are these to be saved? Yes;—every one who comes to Jesus—
will indeed be saved, for He has declared that all manner of sin and blasphemy shall be
forgiven, to the true penitent (Mat 12:31). Paul, who had been a blasphemer, was par-
doned, and commissioned to preach the gospel to a lost world (Gal 1:23; 1Ti 1:12-16).

Look up, then, poor sinner, whoever thou art, or however deeply thou mayest have
sinned against God, look up and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt assur-
edly be saved, for He Himself has declared, that He came to save such as you. Repent,
therefore, that thy sins may be blotted out (Act 3:19). Every true penitent will be par-
doned; for the Lord hath no pleasure in the death of a sinner, but rejoiceth in mercy.
Manasseh was a great sinner,—a murderer (2Ki 21:16); but he repented, and was par-
doned. Thousands of drunkards, swearers, and unbelievers have been pardoned (on re-
pentance) and received into the kingdom of God. Look up, then, poor trembling sinner;
repent, and believe the willingness of God to receive you also into favor, and you will
not be cast out. Nothing but unbelief can cause your ruin.

Only come unto Jesus as a poor lost sinner, and salvation is yours—it is certain.
Look to Christ, and be saved.

Your sins cannot have exceeded the transgressions of the writer of this portion, who
now humbly triumphs in redeeming grace, a living witness of the forgiving love of God,
upheld by infinite mercy as an encouragement to every poor sinner (even the vilest of
the vile) to fly to the same Fountain, to the precious blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of
God, who taketh away the sin of the world.
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11. The Drunkard Restored

“If a man be overtaken in a fault, ye who are spiritual, restore
such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself,
lest thou also be tempted”—Galatians 6:1

What a blessed doctrine is the love of Christ to poor fallen, guilty, hell-deserving
sinners, who, instead of lifting up their eyes in endless woe, are freely invited to come,
again and again, to the Fountain of mercy, that all their sins may be washed away, and
their souls made white in the blood of the Lamb.

Ah! says the poor trembling backslider, this may do very well for those who have not
sinned so deeply as I have done, against light, and against knowledge; against the dic-
tates of my own conscience, and even in opposition to my own better judgment. Oh,
no, these gracious promises are not for me. Not for you? Why not? What! Is the door of
mercy so narrow, or the blood of Christ so feeble, as not to meet (and conquer too), all
the difficulties of your case, bad as it may have been, and even if it had been ten thou-
sand times worse?

Will you doubt the blessed soul-reviving word of a tender Father, who watches over
you with anxious eye, pouring forth a gracious invitation, by saying, “How shall I give
thee up, Ephraim? I will not execute the fierceness of Mine anger; I will not return to
destroy Ephraim; for I am God, and not man. Take with you words and turn unto the
Lord, and confess your sins”; then, poor sinner, see what God has kindly laid up for His
sin-sick child; not the rod; not a curse; but, in the sweetest accents of mercy, awaiting
thine approach, and cheering thy wounded heart by saying, “I will heal his backsliding:
I will love him freely; for Mine anger is turned away from him” (Hos 14:4).

Will you then hesitate a moment, or refuse the mercy so freely offered by Him who
waiteth to be gracious?

Will you keep God waiting?

O my fellow sinner! Cast yourself instantly at His footstool, where Christ Himself al-
so waits to receive you with His forgiving love. You can never be too bad for the healing
power of Christ. He heals all sicknesses, all sin; and He is long-suffering, even to the
vilest of the vile. He will not cast you off.

12. The Brokenhearted

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty them that are bruised”

—Luke 4:18
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Reader! Thou mayest be a poor brokenhearted widow, mourning the loss of one
dearer to thee than thine own life; or thou mayest be a man of tender heart, recently
bereaved of one who was the delight of thine eyes the partner of thy joys and sorrows.
Well, my friend, whoever thou art, or whatever thy sorrows may be, here is One ready
and willing to bear it all away, and heal thy broken heart; to turn thy mourning into
songs of praise, by the gift of Himself, as an ample return for all you have lost.

This very providence, dark and mysterious as it may appear in your present view,
may be the very means of bringing you into the way of salvation, by bringing you to the
footstool of mercy. Have you not neglected the best interests of your soul when all went
well with you? Have you not frequently neglected opportunities of prayer and of praise?
Have you not fixed your affections more on the creature than on the Creator? Or have
you not indulged in sinful pursuits instead of holiness? You may have been a drunkard,
a swearer, or a backslider, and thus stand brokenhearted before the Lord. But is there
no help? See the beginning of this portion, so exactly suited to thy melancholy case,
and cast thyself at the feet of Him who came from heaven to set at liberty them that are
bruised, to preach deliverance to the captive, and to Aeal the brokenhearted; and, vile
as you may have been, He will not cast you off, nor send you away without a blessing.

Come, leper, seize the present hour A Savior’s grace to prove;
He can relieve, for He has power, He will,—for He is love.

Sinners can never be so willing to be healed as Christ is willing to heal them.

13. Rest to the Weary

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden,
and I will give you rest”—Matthew 11:28

This is a free invitation to every weary and heavy-laden sinner, made by Him who
alone is able to take away the load of guilt and sin; every person under the pressure of
sin, not only may, but must come to Jesus, thus laden with guilt, if he hope to obtain
pardon. While we endeavor to prepare our way by holy qualifications, we rather fill it
with stumblingblocks, whereby our souls are hindered from attaining to the salvation
of Christ. Christ would have us to believe on Him, who justifieth the ungodly, and
therefore He doth not require us to be godly before we believe; He came as a physician
for the sick, and doth not expect they should recover their health in the least degree
before they come to Him. The vilest sinners are fitly prepared for this merciful design,
which is to show forth the exceeding riches of His grace, pardoning our sins, and sav-
ing us freely (Eph 2:5-9). It is no affront to Christ, or slighting or contemning the jus-
tice and holiness of God, to come to Him while we are polluted sinners; but rather it is
an affronting and contemning the saving grace, merit, and fullness of Jesus, if we en-
deavor to make ourselves righteous and holy before we receive Christ Himself, and all
holiness and righteousness in Him by grace.
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Come, sinner, laden deep with woe, And unto Christ for healing go;
He cures all sickness, and each sore, And turns no beggar from His door.

Examine all the texts referred to in this little book. It will add to your comfort, and
confirmation of the truths herein contained.

14. The Kingdom of God
“Behold, the kingdom of God is within you”—Luke 17:21

How little is this understood by the professing world, by nominal Christians, who
only have a name to live, whilst dead to the soul-reviving energies of that heavenly fire,
enkindled solely by the Spirit of the living God, without whose quickening power the
most splendid profession is but a shadow, a delusive phantom, to allure into the mists
of error, and eternal death. No, my friend; the most rigid observance of moral duties,
the kindest exertions of benevolence, the strictest attention to religious exercises, even
to the Sabbath itself, all these, however good in themselves (and good they are); all
would fail at the final day, were not the kingdom of God implanted within you, by the
sacred new-creating influences of the Holy Spirit of our gracious God.

Outward signs (or moral duties) were strictly observed by the Pharisees, in the time
of our blessed Lord, who faithfully warned His disciples against the danger of building
upon so sandy a foundation; and He most emphatically said to His followers, “Except
your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Mat 5:20).

See to it, then, my friend, see to it, as you value the everlasting safety of your soul,
see that you be not deceived by a false and fatal confidence in any oufward form what-
ever; but remember, that unless Christ be formed within you, there can be no solid
ground to hope for glory.

Pray, without ceasing, for the gift of the Holy Spirit, to cleanse and sanctify your
heart, that you may know, by blissful experience, the exquisite delight of having the
kingdom of God within you, a foretaste, and earnest, of eternal glory; and remember
that if you have not this internal evidence of your interest in Christ, you are none of
His but will be disowned by Him, at the last day, in those awful words, “I never knew
you: depart from me” (Mat 7:23).

Be careful, then, not to trifle a moment longer, but set out in right earnest for the
kingdom of God, and you will be sure to find it, find it in Christ Jesus; nowhere else:
and although at the eleventh hour, you will not be too late.

Knock, and it shall be opened unto you. The arm of the Lord is not shortened, nei-
ther His ear heavy. He waits for you: He waits to bless you. Come. Will you not be hap-
py, when you may be so? All your sins forgiven.

Come,—Jesus calls you.
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15. A Knowledge of Our Salvation

“We know that we have a building of God, an house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens...for
in this we groan”—2 Corinthians 5:1-2, 4

It is a blessed thing to be found walking in the way of salvation, but it is a much
greater blessing to know it, and to have every doubt and every fear removed, so that we
may continually press onward, rejoicing in the Lord, our strength, our confidence, and
trust. (Search all the texts referred to.)

Well, my friend, this paper is written expressly for you, by one who has been many
years traveling the road to Zion, surrounded with distrusts and fears, lest he might pos-
sibly have mistaken the right path, and at last come short of eternal glory.

How then do we Anow that we really have a building of God, a mansion prepared for
us;—a dwelling into which we shall assuredly enter, and be forever with the Lord? Do
you groan in this your earthly tabernacle on account of sin? Is sin really hateful to you?
Would you part with it if you could? Is Aoliness to the Lord the yearning of your soul?
What occasions this new sensation, so totally opposite to what you once experienced?
Why, my friend, it is the earnest of the Spirit (2Co 5:4-5). You would never groan for
sin, if you had noft this blessed earnest of your future joy. Was it always so with you, as
it is now? The renewed soul (and none else) will answer, no. This, then, my fellow trav-
eler to Zion, is a blessed, life-giving proof that you are indeed a new creature, deeply
interested in the sacrifice and righteousness of Christ, and are become an heir of salva-
tion.

Let this be for your comfort and consolation, that your very anxiety to know your
state, is an earnest of the Spirit of God working within you, whereby you may know as-
suredly that you are sealed an heir of God (Gal 4:6-7). Take this for your comfort, and
be thankful, remembering that God will never leave nor forsake those to whom He has
once shown His covenant (Psa 139:27-34; Rom 8:38-39; Phi 1:6).

16. A Word to the Poor
“To the poor the gospel is preached”—Matthew 11:4

It has pleased God to place you in a very humble station of life; you are obliged to
labor for your daily bread, and sometimes from sickness or want of work, you are una-
ble to procure even this, and you are apt to think or say, “Well, I have no comfort here;
I shall be glad to die and get rid of these troubles.”

But, my friend, you have an immortal soul, which, when the body dies, will still
live,—live forever!—in happiness or in misery. Did you ever think of this? Do you ever
think what will become of your soul after death? The Bible tells us that there are two
states, into one of which the soul must enter when the body dies, and there remain for-
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ever! One of these states is called Heaven; it is a place of perfect happiness; where there
will be no sickness,—no sorrow; for sin and misery never enter there.

Heaven, then, is one of these two states; the other is called Hell—a place of tor-
ment, and misery, and woe. I cannot bear to describe it. Open your Testament, and see
what the Word of God says of it. In the ninth chapter of Mark, it is three times repeated
by the Lord Jesus Christ, that the fire shall never be quenched, and that the worm nev-
er dieth. Read also in Luke 16:19, the story of the rich man and Lazarus, where we are
told that the rich man, when he died, was sent into hell, where he was tormented in
flame, without a drop of water to cool his tongue.

Now, my friend, did you ever think that you must certainly enter into one of these
states after death? Were you ever anxious to know into which of the two you would be
likely to go? Perhaps you will say, “To be sure I have; I never did anybody any harm,
though I am poor and ignorant; and if I am not quite so good as some, I hope God will
be merciful.” God is indeed merciful, but He is also just, and will by no means clear the
guilty. We are all guilty in His sight. “Al/l have sinned” (Rom 3:10, 23).

We are all sinners by nature, as well as by practice; and however upright our con-
duct may have been, yet, being born in sin, we are subject to God’s righteous anger.
But will you venture to say that you have lived hitherto without actually committing
sin? You have read the commandments, or have heard them read at church. Well, have
you kept all these commandments? Have you always remembered the Sabbath day to
keep it holy? Always honored your father and mother? Never taken the name of God in
vain? Never borne false witness; that is, spoken evil falsely of another? And never covet-
ed what was not your own? I think you must plead guilty to some of these things, and
the Bible tells us, in James 2:10: “Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in
one point, he is guilty of all.”

Now, then, I think you will feel that you are a sinner, and if you die in your sins, you
cannot go to Heaven! Consider how dreadful to spend eternity in torments; to have no
hope that those sufferings will ever cease. Think of the danger to which you are ex-
posed:—though now in health, death may come suddenly, and cut you off in a mo-
ment! Oh, think of your danger; do not put it off: fomorrow may be foo late. Oh! Flee
from the wrath to come. Perhaps you will say (and I hope you will), “But where can I
flee? What can I do to be saved?” If this be the cry of your heart, I can tell you, gladly
tell you, that there is a way by which all poor sinners may be saved. They are not left to
perish. Look to John 3:16, where it is written “For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ev-
erlasting life.”

But perhaps some may read this portion, who still think that they have done no
harm, and will not therefore allow themselves to be sinners. Well, then, this good news
is not for you; you have nothing to do with it; Christ only died for sinners; He came not
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. I must however tell you, that if you
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think thus, you will never see the kingdom of heaven. If you die in the belief that you
have done nothing wrong, you will be lost forever.

May God, in His infinite mercy, grant you the influences of the Holy Spirit to open
your eyes, that you may see your danger, and cry for mercy, before the gates of heaven
are closed forever.

17. The Warning Voice of God

“Son of man, hear the word at my mouth, and
warn them from me”—Ezekiel 33:7

“Exhort, with all authority”—Titus 2:15

In warning you, my fellow sinner, to flee from the wrath to come, I would address
you in words the most tender, and most persuasive, that heart could feel or tongue ex-
press, and not with threatenings of curses and punishment; but in exhorting you, I
would call into action the very thunder of language, if possible, to urge you to seek
Him who shed His precious blood, that you might be made an heir of endless life. I
would endeavor to point out to you the immensity of His love, such as never shone on
earth before; love the most amazing, such as none but the ever-blessed Son of God
could possibly feel for a lost and rebellious world; and yet to this very world a message
was sent from heaven, even from God Himself (by His beloved Son), that it was not His
will that any should perish (Joh 6:38, 40).

Will you not hear? Will you not even listen to the voice of mercy, which calls aloud
to save you from eternal woe? Eternal woe! Do you understand it? Do you comprehend
that this is nothing of endless torment?

O sinner! Whatever situation of life you fill, oh!, listen to this soul-felt admonition
to entice you to seek the Lord of glory, who is indeed the Sinner’s Friend.

Think of His compassion, how He wept over the rebellious city with an agony of
tenderness, crying out, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, if thou hadst known the things which
belong to thy peace! But now they are hid from thine eyes.”

Hid from thine eyes!—the soul lost, forever!
But is it indeed too late? Is there no hope?
Oh, yes, there is; for,

Whilst the lamp holds out to burn,

The vilest sinner may return.

Come, then, with me to the feet of Jesus; plead His precious blood, and confess your
sins; and all will be well.

He beckons you with His gracious hand: come, sinner, come; come with a humble
and a contrite heart, and “though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow” (Isa 1:18).

Blessed be God, for such abundant mercy for rebellious man.
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18. An Abundant Pardon

“Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man
his thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and he
will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon”—Isaiah 55:7

Reader, art thou a wicked man? Look with astonishment and gratitude at the mercy
provided even for thee; and not only mercy, but also an abundant pardon for all thy
manifold sins and transgressions, however great or numerous they may have been. But
to obtain this important blessing, thou must forsake thy sinful ways and evil thoughts,
and return unto the Lord of life and glory. He stands ready to receive thee, with large
supplies of grace, accompanied by the kindest promises that thy sin shall not be men-
tioned unto thee (Eze 18:22).

Arise, then, from thy lethargy, and cast thyself at the feet of Jesus; supplicate His
powerful aid to rescue thee from thy besetting sins. Plead His own promise, that “none
(however deep their guilt), none shall be cast out, who come to God by Him.” You can-
not do Him greater honor than to come to Him, all sinful as you are, and believe in His
Word, which declares, that He who believeth and is baptized, shall be saved. Believe,
then, and be thou saved;—but remember also, that he who believeth not, shall be
damned.

Beseech the Lord to grant you the influence of His Holy Spirit, to sanctify your
souls, and convince you of sin: then (and then alone), will you feel the need of a Savior,
and learn to estimate His value, which to you is more than the whole world.

Lord, I come to seek Thy face,
Grant me fresh supplies of grace:
Let me feel my soul renew’d,
My sins absolv’d by Jesu’s blood.

19. The Judgment Seat of Christ

“FEvery eye shall see Him”—Revelation 1:7 (No escape)

Infidel! What have you to say to this solemn,—this awful scene? You will be sure to
be there. In vain may you try to avert your eye from His awful frown. You will be com-
pelled to look upon Him whom you have pierced by your sins; and whatever may have
been your scoffs and sneers, these will all forsake you on that awful day. In vain will
you call upon the rocks and the hills to fall upon you, for, against your will, and in spite
of all your struggles, you will be irresistibly hurried forward into the lake of endless
fire. But stay; is there no escape? Yes; blessed be God,—there is a way,—and only
one,—the Lord Jesus Christ. Harden not your heart, but seek Him today,—this very
hour. Let not the sun go down till you have sought the mercy of an offended God. He
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will not cast you out, for He is infinitely more willing to pardon than you are to cry for
mercy.

Professor! How will you approach this awful bar—“the judgment seat of Christ?”
Unless your heart be sanctified, you will fare no better than the Infidel. See to it that
you have not deceived yourself by a form of godliness, without having experienced a
change of heart. Without holiness no man shall enter the kingdom of God.

Backslider! Oh, stop! Stop! Not a step further; but repent, and fall instantly on your
face before Him who mercifully remembers that you are but dust, and who kindly waits
to receive you, with a gracious, a forgiving smile.

Trembling Saint! Cast away your fears. Remember Him who for your encourage-
ment, hath declared, that none shall pluck you out of His hands; that having begun the
good work within you, He will finish it in glory.

Sanctified Believer! Your work is done;,—finished. You may now with rapture sing,
“Come, Lord Jesus, come.” Your salvation is not only nearer than when you first be-
lieved, but the glorious work is done; you will now hear those heavenly words, “Come,
ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world; enter ye into the joy of your Lord.”

But oh, the Infidel!—will he not listen? Oh, turn ye! Turn ye!—why will ye die?

20. Endless Misery to the Impenitent

“At the end of the world the angels shall come forth, and
sever the wicked from among the just, and shall cast
them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth”—Matthew 13:49-50; Mark 9:44

Although there are many delightful portions in this little book to allure or draw
sinners to Christ, and to the enjoyment of His forgiving love, yet it must not be con-
cealed, that everlasting misery awaits all those who refuse to accept the gracious invita-
tion.

It is the object of this paper to warn sinners against the common delusion, that be-
cause God is merciful, He will not therefore punish transgressors.

“God is angry with the wicked every day” (Psa 7:11). And “though hand join in hand,
yet the wicked shall not be unpunished” (Pro 11:21).

This is the language of Scripture, of the Word of God, and is mercifully intended as
a warning to transgressors not to persist in their obstinacy, nor dare the flames of Hell.

Come, then, Sinners! Look at this warning, and look at yourself; and see if you are
not in danger of everlasting woe. Arouse yourself, and ere it be too late, seek an interest
in Christ; He will most willingly, and even joyfully receive you, and blot out all your
sins.
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This may be the last warning you may ever receive; embrace it, then, with all your
heart and soul, that you may be a brand plucked from everlasting fire. Let the present
conviction upon your mind be followed by instant prayer for grace to forsake every sin-
ful way; and be assured that the Lord will help and deliver you, for He saves them to the
uttermost who come unto Him by Jesus Christ.

The eye of God—is upon you. Take warning!

21. The Power of God

“The preaching of the Cross (of Christ) is, to them that
perish, foolishness; but unto us who are saved

(to those who believe), it is the power of God”
—1 Corinthians 1:18

This doctrine, so simple in its nature, so grand in its effects, is foolishness to the
wise of this world, but is clearly understood by those who believe, but is by none else.
God hath chosen the foolish things of this world to confound the wise, not many of
them are called to be heirs of glory, being shut out by their own wisdom and self-
conceit. Such persons are too high-minded to be taught of God; too wise to believe the
need of a second birth, therefore their eyes are closed to the full blaze of heavenly light,
though shining with an effulgence of love and mercy every where around.

It is not by human eloquence that sinners are won to God, but it is by the foolish-
ness, or simplicity of gospel fruths that believers are saved (1Co 1:21).

O my friend! Whoever you may be, or whatever station of life you may fill,—
whether high or low, or rich or poor, oh, listen to the admonition of one who has been
brought out of this fatal delusion, and has, happily found Christ to be the power of God,
the every thing to a poor sinner, to heal his soul, and reconcile him to the living God.

How great, then, how all-important is Christ; the power, the strength of God!
Christ, our redemption; our all (1Co 1:30).

Remember,—that our gracious Lord is no respecter of persons, or party (Mat 12:46-
50; Act 10:34-35). All who love God, and hate sin, all are welcomed by Christ, and He
will own such at the last day (Mat 10:32).

Search the Scriptures, for out of this heavenly treasure comes the whole of the ex-
hortations, warnings, and encouragements of this little book, which the Lord has mer-
cifully owned and blest in the conversion of sinners of the foulest die, and made them
to be heirs of everlasting life.

22. Good News for Sinners

Jesus Christ, the righteous, is the propitiation for our
sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of
the whole world
—1 John 1:2; 1 Pet. 2:24. (Amazing Mercy!)
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Propitiation for sin! Divine justice fully satisfied, and complete, so that no obstacle
whatever remains to prevent a repentant sinner’s acceptance with God! This is just
what a poor sinner stands in need of; and he also pants to know, whether he may, to a
certainty, apply it to himself.

You have been lingering,—longing,—full of restless desire to know whether it were
possible that such sins as yours could ever be forgiven. Sins, committed against light,
and against the conviction of your own mind; against the admonitions of conscience,
or the entreaty of a husband, or wife, or parents, or friends; or, it may be, even against
the cries of your own children, and all in opposition to the Word of God.

Well, poor sinner, desperate as your case may have been, there is mercy sufficient to
pardon all your guilt, if you will but come to the Fountain where pardon is to be found;
pardon already purchased by Him who is the Propitiation for our sins; for He Himself
has encouraged you to come, by His own Word, that “All manner of sin and blasphemy
shall be forgiven.”

The precious blood of Christ was shed for many. Shed for a number which no man
could number (Rev 7:9); therefore you cannot possibly be shut out, except by your own
fault.

But, hark! Hear the awful and tremendous sentence of an insulted Savior,—to those
who rejected, and disdained His offered mercy. “Those Mine enemies that would not
that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before Me” (Luk 19:27).

Sinner! This awful sentence awaits you,—if you reject the mercy now so freely of-
fered by Him who has power to save, and power to destroy. But it is not His will that
any should perish, therefore if you perish, the fault will be all your own, and, through
the countless ages of eternity, you will have to mourn that you might have been
saved,—but would not.

Come, then, sinner! Come. The Lord Himself invites you;—oh, come, and take the
offered mercy. Strive to enter in, and remember, for your encouragement, that they
who seek, shall find; their success is certain. Praised be the Lord.

23. True Repentance

“And he said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea.
And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing.
And he said, Go again seven times”—1 Kings 18:43

Six times Elijah’s servant looked towards the sea before he could see anything; the
seventh time he saw a cloud, but not bigger than his hand; yet that cloud, within a few
hours, covered the heavens with darkness, and the earth with rain. Just so may be the
case with many a one when he is praying to God, as Caleb’s daughter did unto her fa-
ther, Thou hast hitherto made me the owner of a dry, a barren heart, but give me now
some springs of water; some feeling at least, some sorrow for my sins (Jdg 1:15). Well,
though at six times bending of my knees, God doth not grant it, and though at the sev-
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enth there appear but one small drop swimming in thine eyes, yet be not discomforted:
that drop may prove a shower; the beginning of that thaw may at last dissolve thy
whole heart to water; and as there is a full joy for the thorough conversion of one sin-
ner, there may be a suitable measure of joy for one tear, nay, one desire of a tear, of any
one sinner that repenteth.

If six or sixty prayers are past, Pray on, and never faint;
A blessing surely comes at last To cheer a drooping saint.

Whoever thou art, never give up prayer. A blessing will indeed come at last. The
honor of Christ Himself stands engaged to perform this. “Whatsoever ye shall ask in my
name” (Joh 14:13).

24. Remission of Past Sins

“We are justified freely by His grace, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus; whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His
righteousness for the remission of sins that
are past”—Romans 3:24-25

How sweet are the words “By grace [without merit] are ye saved” (Eph 2:8)! Here is
an overflowing fountain of comfort and divine strength! But how little are the generali-
ty of vain and worldly people, who still feed upon husks, acquainted with these words!
How little are they relished by our self-righteous, moral Christians! But, oh!, how deli-
ciously does a poor hungering sinner fare upon them! There is hardly anything less
known and understood, as to the power and experience, than the mystery of Christ’s
suffering and dying for us, and justification by faith in Him; though it is the only para-
dise and element of believers, and the greatest jewel restored by the Reformation.

Such talking and representations of sin as only strike the imagination, are not suffi-
cient; but we must also feel the mortal wounds of sin, by which the flesh is mortified,
and be actually healed by the stripes of Christ. There is no other way,—for Christ Him-
self has declared that He is the way, the fruth, and the /ife (Joh 14:6). That no man
cometh unto the Father but by Him. That He giveth His life for the sheep (Joh 10:11),
even eternal life; declaring that they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of His hand, nor out of His Father’s hand (Joh 10:28-29).

Here, my fellow sinner, here is security doubly secure;—and this is for you,—if you
be but willing to accept it. May the Lord make you willing.

25. Joy in Heaven over Repentant Sinners

“There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner repenteth”—Luke 15:10
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“I will arise and go to my father...but when he was yet a great way
off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran and
fell on his neck, and kissed him.... This my son was
dead, and is alive again: was lost and is found”
—Luke 15:18, 20, 24

Here is a fullness of encouragement for every poor wandering outcast sinner to re-
turn to his Father—to his God. The vilest wretch under heaven may embrace the of-
fered mercy of the Lord, whose tenderness and compassion are most beautifully
detailed and set forth in the parable of the prodigal son (cf. Luk 15:11-32).

We are all prodigals by nature, and should be lost forever were it not for Divine
grace softening the heart, and bringing us to the footstool of mercy to our heavenly Fa-
ther, who waiteth that He may be gracious,—full of pity—full of love.

Try the experiment, thou poor tempted, tossed, and heavy-laden sinner;—try the
experiment;—cast thyself before the Lord, and ere thou canst even reach His feet He
will bend forward to embrace thee in His arms of mercy and forgiving love.

The writer of this portion knows, by happy experience, the power of redeeming love;
and he who was once a great way off,—within a step of being lost forever, has now (as a
monument of mercy) been brought nigh by the blood of Christ, and can safely recom-
mend such a Savior to the vilest of the vile.

You cannot be deceived cannot be mistaken. Our gracious God will never break the
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. The name of Jesus is too dear to Him to re-
ject a sinner’s cry (Joh 16:23). Try the experiment, and heaven is yours. May the Lord
give you courage, strength, and faith, that your soul may be saved, and His name be
glorified. Amen.

26. The Bread of Life

“If any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever”—John 6:51

Live forever! But to whom is this promise made? To those who eat, or feed upon the
Son of God (Joh 6:57). To none else is this promise made; nor will any of the human
family ever enter the kingdom of heaven but those who actually and truly feed upon
Christ (Joh 1:53).

If the Savior of the world, who came down from heaven (Joh 6:51) to rescue men
from eternal death,—if He declares this momentous truth, it well becomes every sinner
upon the face of the earth deeply to ponder the awful and endless consequences of dis-
regard to the admonition and warning, so kindly given by the ever-blessed Son of God.

Listen, then, to His exhortation: “Labor not for the meat that perisheth, but labor
for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life” (Joh 6:27). Sinner! Have you ever
tasted of this bread? Have you panted, hungry and thirsty, after righteousness? Have
you felt the sting of sin? If not, take the alarm, for you stand on the brink of a horrible
pit, where the impenitent are eternally shut out from the kingdom of God.
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In that kingdom the food is all spiritual; and if you have not begun to relish it Aere
(on earth) you will never taste it in heaven, where none but the redeemed will ever find
a place; and unless you have experienced true repentance, and a forsaking of all kinds
of sin, in thought, or word, or deed, you will be lost forever!

See! The dreadful gulf is beneath you. A few more steps in the way of sin,—and
headlong down you go into eternal fire, where,

In flames, which no abatement know,
The briny tears forever flow.

Escape!—for your life! Fly to the Mountain of holiness, to the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Bread of everlasting life. Tarry not a moment: the door of mercy stands wide open: en-
ter, and be saved.

27. Unbelief, the Ruin of the Soul

“He that believeth not, shall be damned”
—Mark 16:16; John 3:18, 36

These awful words are the warning voice of the Son of God, and they are addressed
to every creature under heaven. “Go and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mar
16:15). Preach also repentance, and remission of sins, beginning at Jerusalem; begin
with My murderers, that these, vile as they have been, that even these may be brought
to repentance, and be saved (Act 3:14-15, 19).

This portion is written expressly for those who, by the multitude and enormity of
their sins, have been brought to the very verge of destruction and despair, as though it
were impossible for God to have mercy upon such abandoned rebels;—but even for
such as these there is hope.

Who can measure the distance between earth and heaven? The east, from the west;
the depth of the sea; or the duration of eternity? Yet the mercy of God to repentant sin-
ners, far exceeds all these,—for He so loved the world (a world of sinners), that He gave
His only begotten Son for its salvation.

Will He not then have mercy upon thee, thou poor polluted, self-condemned, des-
pairing sinner? Oh, yes, He surely will, for He delighteth in mercy; it is His darling at-
tribute; therefore it is as impossible for you to be lost, as it is impossible for God to
cease to exist, if you do but come in the right way, by Jesus Christ, the Sinner’s Friend,
who is now pleading your cause before the throne of God.

Did He not plead for His very murderers? (“Father, forgive them” [Luk 23:34]). And
will He reject you? No, poor sinner, never (Joh 6:37-40, 47).

This address is not written to encourage you to think lightly of sin, but it is written,
in the very spirit of the gospel, to display the greatness of the mercy of God towards
poor trembling sinners, over whom He yearns, with all the affection of a tender father
(Psa 103:13), to do them good. Oh, listen then to the voice of mercy;—and though your
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sins may have been like scarlet, cast yourself at the feet of Jesus, and receive the bless-
ings of salvation, purchased with His dying blood. May the Lord grant you faith to be-
lieve.

28. Deliverance from Trouble

“Call upon Me in the day of trouble—I will deliver thee”
—Psalm 50:15. (Read the whole Psalm.)

These precious words, my fellow sinner, are the words of the Lord God Almighty,
your heavenly Father, who has thus made known His lovingkindness and tender mercy
to the children of men, particularly to those who are in any kind of trouble.

Would the ever-blessed, holy, and merciful Jehovah have put these consoling words
into the mouths of His prophets if He did not intend to fulfill them? Oh, never! No, my
friend, God never trifles with His people, nor with those who are in distress; but He ev-
er waiteth to be gracious, because He delighteth in mercy.

Are you troubled in your circumstances, fearful that your bread and your water will
fail? Or have bitter disappointments preyed upon your mind, so as to make it appear
impossible that this heavy cloud will ever pass away? Look at the Promise of God at the
beginning of this portion, and remember that the Word of God standeth sure to a thou-
sand generations.

Are you troubled on account of sin, indwelling, besetting sin, raging with malig-
nant, fiery power,—resisting your approaches to the throne of grace,—hedging up your
way on every side,—leaving scarcely a hope of escape? This is indeed a grievous trouble,
a mountain; but, my fellow sinner, you need not despair. God is still willing to help
you, by the fulfillment of His own blessed Word to all/ who call upon Him in trouble.

The writer of this portion has passed through heavy troubles, even upon the verge
of despair. Then it was that he called upon the Lord, and was delivered out of the hurt-
ful snare, and raised up from the miry clay, and the horrible pit, by the mighty hand of
God, to send this little book into the world for the comfort and encouragement of oth-
ers, who may have been brought into similar distress, that they may seek the same
remedy, and (by prayer and supplication) obtain the same happy deliverance, and re-
joice in the same heavenly blessings. These blessings are secured by the words of Christ
Himself— “Whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name, that will I do” (Joh 14:13-14).

The dry up your tears, and take your sorrows to the Lord; He will turn them into
joy. You need not fear disappointment; God will never deceive you, nor send you away
without a blessing.

29. One Thing is Needful—Luke 10:42

This is the declaration which the Lord Jesus Christ made to Martha, and with strict
propriety may be applied to every soul, who, though favored with ever so large a por-
tion of this world’s treasure, is unconcerned about this one thing needful, upon the
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possession of which depends their present and eternal happiness, for though a man en-
joyed the whole creation, and were destitute of this one thing, he would be like the
church of Laodicea, wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. In Christ
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; in Him we have present and eternal
good; for He is all, and in all, to the believer. O reader, whatever else thou lackest, be
careful thou art a possessor of this one thing needful; thy eternal all depends upon it; if
thou art sensible of thy need of this blessing, and hast a fervent desire to enjoy it, go to
Jesus; He invites such to come to Him; and He will freely give Himself unto thee, with-
out money, and without price; for He has been pleased graciously to promise, “Him
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.”

Here, then, is encouragement to those who appear to have been lost, even beyond
hope; but such need not doubt the willingness of God to receive them, if they them-
selves are but willing to come to Christ for healing and salvation. They will not be re-
jected nor turned away; for in the house of Mercy there is abundant room for all who
repent and believe.

30. Ye Must Be Born Again

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God. We must be born again —John 3:3-7.

This evidently shows that a bare profession of Christ will not do. Nothing but a real
possession of Him in the heart, by faith, will suffice. And before we can attain this, we
must experience a renewal of the heart by the Spirit of God. We must be led to see the
horrid nature and consequences of sin; and this will lead us to hate and abhor it. We
must be born of the Spirit. Let me exhort you to make this strict inquiry, Am I born
again? Have you a desire to know whether you are in this state? Examine yourself by
the apostle’s definition of the doctrine, “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature;
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2Co 5:17). Are you a
new creature? Are old things passed away, and all things become new? Do you act from
new principles, and aim at new ends? Is sin hateful, and holiness pleasant? Is Christ
precious? Do you wish to enjoy Him, and be like Him? Are you concerned to glorify
Him with your body and spirit, which are His? If so, you may answer the question, and
say, I am born again.

This new birth will give new desires, new affections, and new enjoyments. The soul
thus renewed, will look back with astonishment at the long-suffering and mercy of
God, when in a state of rebellion against Him, and wonder how it was that he was not
driven away into eternal woe. The heart will now be filled with Aoly desires, and a con-
stant longing after Christ; and those who have had this new and living principle
wrought within,—may feel assured that the Lord hath set His seal upon them forever!
Nothing can separate them from His unchanging love. May this portion give hope and
comfort to every desponding soul.
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31. Eternal Life

“I give unto them eternal life, and they shall
never perish”—John 10:28

Eternal life! This is the very end for which the Holy Scriptures were written, and
this is also the very end for which our blessed Savior came into the world, declaring
Himself to be the way, the fruth and the life—eternal life.

This is also the end for which this little work has been written (under the teaching
of the Holy Spirit), to awaken sinners from a sleep of death, to find the way to eternal
life;,—and it has pleased God so mercifully to accompany these efforts with His richest
blessing, that multitudes in various parts of the world have been brought to praise the
Lord that The Sinner’s Friend was ever put into their hands; and whilst the author
gratefully records this soul-refreshing truth, he desires most humbly to ascribe to God,
all the praise.

It was also of the infinite mercy and compassion of the Lord, that the Author him-
self, was plucked from the very depths of iniquity and sin, and made “a new creature,”
“born again, of God”;—and it was the continuance of the same mercy that put it into
his heart and mind to write what is here presented to the world, that other sinners
(none so vile as himself), might be brought to rejoice in the same salvation, even efer-
nal life,—which is to be found in Jesus Christ alone (cf. 1Jo 5:10-12).

Take courage then, whomsoever you may be, or whatever station of life you fill,—or
however deep your sins may have been, take courage,—and come to the Lord Jesus,—
and be assured, by the Holy Scriptures themselves, that he who hath the Son (of God)
hath life.

The author (once the gay, the dissipated, reclaimed by sovereign grace), is fast ap-
proaching the end of his earthly pilgrimage, awaiting an eternity of glory, Ais only Ref-
uge, the righteousness of his Redeemer; and (after many years of blissful experience of
pardoning love), he now bequeaths this, the last portion he has written, as a legacy to
the future readers of The Sinner’s Friend,—earnestly beseeching a merciful God,—for
the sake of His beloved Son, to make tAzs portion an especial blessing to some despond-
ing soul, that such an one may be raised from a death of sin, to become an heir of efer-
nal life. Amen.
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