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The Sin of Stealing

	1. Introduction

	One of the sins that is bringing our nation to eternal damnation and judgment is the terrible and multifaceted sin of stealing. The truths we will consider from the Law of God expose this sin. May the Holy Spirit take God’s Word and convince men of sin in mighty convicting power!

	The apostle Paul said in Romans 7:8-9 that without the Law sin was dead, but when the commandment came, sin revived and he died. In verse 13 he further states: 

	But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good [i.e., by the Law of God]; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. 

	Did it work? He said it did in v. 14 when he confessed that the Law of God was spiritual, but he was carnal and sold under sin. It was the Law of God in the hands of the Holy Spirit that showed him he was a sinner. And it was the same Law in the hands of the Holy Spirit that brought him to Christ. There in Christ is where he was justified by faith according to Galatians 3:24, “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”

	We will consider the thundering word from Mt. Sinai found in Exodus 20:15: “Thou shalt not steal.” People think this is a small thing, a light thing. But it is God’s Word and God’s Law; and woe be unto the man or woman, boy or girl, who breaks this commandment!

	There are many curses found in the Bible against those who break God’s holy Law. One of them is found in Galatians 3:10: “Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them”—and stealing is one of those laws. We read in James 2:10: “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” Therefore the eighth commandment, “Thou shalt not steal,” is one in a chain that, if broken, makes you guilty as if you had broken them all. It brings you under the righteous judgment of God!

	 

	
2. The Roots of Stealing

	Where does one start to unfold the many ramifications of this sin, which has so overrun our nation today? It has blighted our society with such running sores of dishonesty that it calls unto God for vengeance!

	First of all, the root of this sin is an evil heart of unbelief, for a man who steals is at the root distrusting the providence of God. He says in his heart that God cannot prepare a table for him in the wilderness (Psa 78:19), so he spreads one for himself at the expense of his neighbor’s goods. A heart that trusts God will not steal, but will wait upon God to provide his every need. He will cry like the wise man in Proverbs 30:8-9: “Give me neither poverty nor riches...lest I be full and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain.”

	Second, the root of this sin is an evil heart of covetousness, a desire to get that which belongs to another by any means available. Covetousness—an immoderate desire for gain—makes a man a thief! Covetousness, which leads to stealing, was the first sin committed by the human race: when Eve “took of” or stole the forbidden fruit. Also, it is not insignificant that the first recorded sin against Israel after they entered into the Promised Land was theft, when Achan stole from among the spoils (Jos 7:10-21).

	 

	
3. The Offenses of Stealing

	But let us deal in particulars and see how this sin is one that is against God, against man, and against oneself. 

	A. Against God

	We break this commandment when we rob God of the glory, honor, and praise due Him. This is because He is the Lord our God. If we give the honor due to Him to ourselves, we are robbing Him of His glory. We do this when we ascribe all that has been achieved to science, to education, and to men’s minds instead of unto the power, might, and wisdom of the Almighty.

	We are great offenders to God and to this commandment when we ascribe our salvation to free will, because the Word of God says salvation is produced in us only by God’s free “grace” (Rom 11:5-6). “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us” (1Jo 4:10). “So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy” (Rom 9:16).

	We break this commandment, “Thou shalt not steal,” when we commit sacrilege, that is, when we steal from God. In Malachi 3:8-9, God charged Israel with this crime when He stated: 

	Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. 

	They were keeping for themselves the offerings they should have been giving unto God, and He considers it stealing from Him!

	This is a sin laid at the door of most of the so-called Christians of our day because they have refused to financially support the maintenance of God’s cause on earth. Yes, God’s work goes begging today because church members have spent their money on pleasure—things that are not necessary and vanity. They have spent it on self rather than having honored God with the firstfruits of their increase, their tithes and offerings. My friend, are you stealing from God that which honors Him as the Giver of all things?

	B. Against Men

	Stealing is of course also a sin against our fellow men. And idleness is a form of stealing! It is playing the part of the drone,1 compelling the rest of the hive to support him. This one sin is slowly but surely bringing our nation to economic ruin. Our social support programs sometimes give to people who are able to work but who choose not to. This is making them thieves before God. They are stealing from the people! The Bible says, “Six days shalt thou labour” (Exo 20:9); and again, “If any would not work, neither should he eat.” (2Th 3:10).

	This is one of the most awful running sores of our government: stealing from people and giving to those who will not work. This sin runs our nation deeper and deeper into deficit spending, thereby causing inflation. They sponsor women’s lib, killing of unborn babies, and all sorts of programs that lead the people deeper and deeper into sin. My friend, this is nothing more than the breaking of this eighth commandment, “Thou shalt not steal,” and thereby sinning against God.

	In addition, our elected senators and congressmen, whether on a state or national level, are stealing from the people when they take our tax money and make thieves out of people who will not work. God does not think lightly of this sin!

	Lying advertisements break this eighth commandment. Excessive profiteering is another form of theft, for we read that “no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter” (1Th 4:6). Therefore, to make an enormous profit on a person is stealing, which brings down the wrath of God. 

	A person also becomes a thief and breaks this commandment when he borrows and does not return what is borrowed. Psalm 37:21 says, “The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again.” 

	Again, a man who transfers property to his wife or someone else just before he goes bankrupt is a thief in the sight of God. Also, a man who has declared bankruptcy, and later prospers financially but fails to pay his creditors to the full, is stealing in the sight of God. Tenants steal from their landlords when they needlessly damage their property and furnishings. Those who evade their income tax also break this eighth commandment. All of this brings down the wrath of God!

	Another form of stealing and the breaking of this eighth commandment is gambling. Did you know that billions of dollars change hands every year by gambling? God calls this stealing! A man who gambles is a thief because he is obtaining money for which he has done no honest work!

	Stealing is usually one of the first sins children commit: stealing in the home from father or mother, from the grocery store, or playmates in school. My little children, I warn you: this is the breaking of God’s holy Law. Unless it is repented of, it will send you to hell!

	The list goes on: men take tools off the job that don’t belong to them, justifying themselves by saying, “The company is big enough to afford them” or “Other men are doing it, why shouldn’t I?” This is stealing. It is also stealing when you rob your company of an honest day’s work, or when you lie about an injury to collect workman’s compensation!

	Lawyers steal when they take advantage of a client and deal falsely with him. Judges steal when they award enormous amounts of money to people just because the insurance companies have the money. Then they steal from everyone else because our insurance policies go up!

	Extortion is another form of stealing that brings down the judgment of God: 

	Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?...nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners (1Co 6:9-10). 

	People or companies who charge high interest on loans are thieves in the sight of God because they are stealing from the people, just as those who bought and sold in the Temple (Mat 21:12-13).

	Those who receive stolen goods knowingly are acting as thieves before God because they are accessories to the theft. And whether a man steals with his gun in a bank robbery or with his pen in forging a check, his stealing breaks this eighth commandment; he is under the judgment of God.

	Our whole nation today is caught up in the sin of stealing by trying to get something for nothing. Our newspapers are filled with stories of white-collar crimes of stealing. Our insurance rates have gone out of sight because of the plague of this sin. Prices are raised in most stores to compensate for the billions of dollars lost every year through stealing. Children are taught to steal by their parents, and our jails are filled with criminals whose crime is stealing in one form or another.

	This running sore of the sin of stealing today also must include that which is done by so-called gospel ministers who rob the people of the truth of God’s Word! The man who claims to be a shepherd but never feeds his people with the true Word of God is a thief and a robber. He stands guilty before God of breaking this eighth commandment. When a man preaches that salvation is by some form of works that we must do, he is robbing precious souls of the truth of God’s Word, which says it is 

	Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost (Ti 3:5).

	 

	When a man preaches that salvation is only by believing, leaving out repentance,2 he is a thief because he is robbing precious souls of the truth of God’s Word, which says that unless a man repents, he will perish (Luk 13:3, 5)! You see, there must be a turning to God from sin; and there must be a hatred for sin as being against God. Then there shall be fruits suitable for repentance, which is a changed life, walking in righteousness and true holiness.

	A man is a thief who preaches the savior-ship of Christ without also preaching His lordship. He tells poor souls that all they have to do is believe on Christ as Savior and then later on—if they so desire—they can commit themselves a little more and make Him Lord, but will miss a few rewards in heaven. But this, dear friend, is robbing precious souls of the truth of God’s Word that reads: 

	At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phi 2:10-11).

	 

	You see, Romans 10:9 tells us that to be saved you must confess with the mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead. To say “Jesus is Lord” means that you have surrendered your whole being to Him: spirit, soul, and body. It means you are no longer your own. It means you have changed masters: self has been crucified, you have died, and Christ has become your all in all (Gal 2:20; 1Co 15:28; Mat 16:24). It means you are finished with sin and the world because you have been crucified to the world. It means you are not just seeking an “insurance policy” against hell’s fire, but that you have fallen in love with the lovely Lord Jesus. You want to follow Him all the days of your life.

	Also, when a man preaches that salvation brings you into 

	- a life of success, 

	- an abundance of this world’s goods, 

	- an overflowing life of bubbly joy, 

	- a continuous “high” and 

	- a getting all you can from God with no sickness or problems

	—he is robbing precious souls of the truth of God’s Word. He has made them believe that godliness is a means to financial, physical, and worldly gain. But God’s Word says in Acts 14:22, that “we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” God continues to tell us:

	For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake (Phi 1:29). 

	Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you (1Pe 4:12).

	Suffering and fiery trials are the lot of all of God’s people.

	C. Against Oneself

	We see that out of this eighth commandment, “Thou shalt not steal,” comes many, many sins. A man can even steal from himself when he will not take time—the time that God has given him—to seek Christ and His salvation in repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. God has given to all mankind certain means of grace by which He reveals Himself to us. These means are His prescribe methods for communicating His truth to our hearts by His Holy Spirit, such as reading the Word, hearing the preaching of the Word, prayer, fellowship with true believers, family worship, and corporate worship. When someone ignores these, he robs himself of the opportunity to hear God’s truth and receive God’s grace. He robs himself of this way to God! 

	 

	
4. Conclusion

	My prayer is that the Holy Spirit will convict of this sin of stealing, causing each heart to be broken before God in repentance. Then and only then will it be evident that the precious blood of Christ has cleansed you from this sin. Your only hope lies in the shed blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. But, praise God, He has given us this hope! We have His promise in His Word that if we confess and forsake this sin of stealing, He will forgive us for Christ’s sake. For 

	If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1Jo 1:9). 

	He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy (Pro 28:13). 

	The LORD invites all, 

	Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool (Isa 1:18).
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Notes

		[←1]
	      drone – male honey bee. Unlike the female worker bee, drones do not have stingers and gather neither nectar nor pollen. A drone's primary role is to mate with an unfertilized queen.




	[←2]
	      repentance – turning from sin to God by grace through faith in Christ (Mar 1:15). See Free Grace Broadcaster 203, Repentance.
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