
WHICH THIEF? 
“And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand, and the other on his left.” 

 

—Mark 15:27 

“And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and  
us. But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same  

condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath  
done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy king- 
dom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 

 

—Luke 23:39-43 

 

“OH, OF COURSE, I intend to be saved sometime; but there is no use being in a hurry about it. There is always a 
chance, even at the eleventh hour. Remember the dying thief!” carelessly said a young man at the close of a meet-
ing, when spoken to about his soul.  

“Which thief ?” pointedly asked his questioner.  
“Why, I had forgotten there were two. I mean the saved one,” was the reply, as an anxious expression came 

over his face.  
“Yes, one was saved, and is in heaven now. The other, who had an equal opportunity for salvation, is wailing 

in hell. What warrant1 have you that you will not spend eternity as he will, rather than as the other?”  
It was a word fitly spoken, an arrow that pierced the joints of his harness; and the young man was led to see 

the folly of further procrastination, and that night was saved for eternity, through God’s grace in calling upon the 
Lord Jesus Christ to save him.  

Thousands, like him, forget there were “two thieves.” They remember the mercy of God that saved the one 
(Ti 3:5), while forgetting the judgment of God meted out to the other (Heb 9:27). Carelessly they wander on, hop-
ing to be saved at last; but, alas, how many are cut off in sin and damned forever, to whom the gospel2 was often 
presented, but who, presuming on the patience of God, rejected it until “there was no remedy” (2Ch 36:16)  

Which thief, reader, we affectionately ask, would you be like? We recollect speaking once to a very refined and 
elegant lady on a steam ship, who asked indignantly, “You do not mean to say I have got to go to heaven like the 
dying thief, do you?” “No madam,” we replied, “you do not have to. But if you reject Christ, you will have to go to 
hell with the other.”  

And so we would remind the reader: The saved thief believed on the Son of God, and is with Christ now. The 
lost thief scorned a Savior, and is in the depths of woe. You must be with one or the other for eternity.  

“Because there is wrath, beware lest he take thee away with his stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver 
thee” (Job 36:18).   

__________________________ 
 

“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage.” (Heb 2:14-15) 

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Phi 2:5-11) 

                                                 
1 warrant – reason; basis of authority. 
2 gospel – good news of salvation by grace through faith in the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ at the cross of Calvary for the sins 

of His people (2Co 5:21)—by God’s grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. 



“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto 
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” (Mat 5:17-18) 

“For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.” 
(1Co 15:3) 

“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit. (1Pe 3:18) 

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” (2Co 5:21) 

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved.” (Act 4:12) 

 
 

© Copyright 1999 Chapel Library: annotations. Permission is expressly granted to reproduce this material by any means, pro-
vided 1) you do not charge beyond a nominal sum for cost of duplication and 2) this copyright notice and all the text on this 
page are included. 
 

Chapel Library is a faith ministry that relies entirely upon God’s faithfulness. We therefore do not solicit donations, but we 
gratefully receive support from those who freely desire to give. Chapel Library does not necessarily agree with all the doctrinal 
positions of the authors it publishes. 
 

Worldwide, please download material without charge from our website, or contact the international distributor as listed there 
for your country. In North America, for additional copies of this booklet or other Christ-centered materials from prior centu-
ries, please contact 
 

 

CHAPEL LIBRARY 
2603 W. WRIGHT ST.  •  PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 32505  •  USA 

chapel@mountzion.org  •  www.ChapelLibrary.org 
850 438-6666  •  M-F 9-5 CT  •  fax 850 438-0227 

A worldwide ministry of Mt. Zion Bible Church 


	Which Thief?

