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GOD’S ASTOUNDING  
GRACE 

 

Lesson One 
Introduction to Grace 

Introduction 

1. Our Topic:  Free Grace 
Grace! What a wonderful word! What an astounding revelation! Christians of all 

times have reveled in the astounding wonder of God’s grace. John Newton,1 for-
mer slave-trading sailor turned saint, wrote the well-known lyrics, “Amazing 
grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!” Another hymn writer, 
overjoyed with the thought of grace, wrote, “Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt.”2 Still another gloried in grace by writ-
ing, 

Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus, 
Deeper than the mighty rolling sea, 

Wonderful grace, all sufficient for me, for even me; 
Broader than the scope of my transgressions, 

Greater far than all my sin and shame; 
O magnify the precious name of Jesus, 

Praise His name! 3 
 

                                                           
1 John Newton (1725-1807) – born in London, England. He was a rebellious infidel in his 

youth and early adulthood, leading to total involvement in the slave trade. He was miracu-
lously saved at the age of 23, ordained a pastor in the Church of England, became a fine 
writer, and penned many hymns, including Amazing Grace. 

2 “Marvelous Grace of our Loving Lord” by Julia H. Johnston, 1911; Peoria, Illinois. 
3 “The Matchless Grace of Jesus” by Haldor Lellenas (1885-1959), pastor and hymn writer, 

born in Norway, emigrated to America as a child. He traveled as an evangelist and then pas-
tored several churches, writing some 4,000 hymns. 
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Grace is central to biblical Christianity. The gospel of Christ is the gospel of the 
grace of God (Act 20:24). Grace is what distinguishes the faith of the Bible from 
“faiths” made up by human thought. No one can rightly accuse one of “majoring 
on the minors” when he majors on grace, for the message of grace is found in 
Scripture from cover to cover. Hence, right thinking on this topic is necessary for 
personal salvation, as well as for holy living, or “growth in grace” (2Pe 3:18). 
Grace is a topic of supreme importance. 

2. Our Audience:  Berean Christians 
In the term “Berean Christians” (Act 17:11) we include all true believers, not 

just those who have had formal theological training in Bible college or seminary. 
Certainly, there is a big difference between loving the truth and having a semi-
nary degree! 

Much of the material available in printed form on the topic of grace is beyond 
the reach of some Berean Christians because of theological terminology. These 
words often prove confusing, sometimes even to those who think they understand 
the terms. Some Berean Christians get discouraged from reading much on the 
topic of grace because of technical language. Terminology can be terminal! A tru-
ly biblical treatment of the topic need not resort to the vocabulary of the profes-
sional theologian. All the terms we really need to teach about grace are found 
within the Bible itself. 

One thing all Berean Christians have in common is an absolute commitment to 
Scripture. They know the Bible is God’s Word and that its teachings are the final 
court of appeal. They are willing to abandon previously held ideas about anything, 
if they become convinced that Scripture teaches otherwise. They seek to let the 
Bible speak for itself, rather than searching the Bible for support for their person-
al ideas. They test everything they hear by the Scriptures and hold on to what is 
good, rejecting everything else. They “buy the truth, and sell it not” (Pro 23:23); 
they believe and obey the truth at any cost. Such were the noble Bereans—they 
were teachable, but not gullible. 

Oh, dear reader, are you teachable enough to receive whatever God’s Word 
says, no matter how wrong you have been in the past? Are you willing to embrace 
truth, though it may prove to be unpopular, even among your Christian friends? 
Are you willing to trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding (Pro 3:5-6)? If so, read on. This booklet is especially addressed to 
Berean Christians like you. 

3. Our Purpose:  Edification 
Whenever doctrinal precision is highly valued and displayed in Bible teaching, 

some will accuse us of improper motives—“You’re going to confuse people! 
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You’re going to split the church!” However, we firmly believe that people are con-
fused and division arises in local churches because of doctrinal sloppiness, not 
doctrinal precision. Our purpose in this booklet is to build up the individual be-
liever by instructing him in the biblical doctrines of grace. Surely the truth build 
up! As long as we have spoken the truth in love (Eph 4:15), we need not fear that 
confusion will result, for God is not the Author of confusion (1Co 14:33). 

As the saints are built up individually, spiritual unity among them results as 
well. Accurate Bible teaching promotes true spiritual unity among Christians. The 
kind of unity exalted in the New Testament was not organizational unity, or unity 
enforced from without, but unity that sprang up from common faith and thinking 
(1Co 1:10). God is the Author of this kind of unity and peace, as in all the church-
es of the saints (1Co 14:33). That is why two Christians who have never met and 
who may have very different backgrounds can enjoy precious fellowship together: 
they have the same Bible! Our purpose is not to split theological hairs,4 but to 
build up both the individual and the Christian community. If we have been true 
to Scripture, these high goals will be attained. 

A. What Is Grace? 
Dear reader, would you humbly ask God, right now, to give you insight into His 

truth as we consider these matters from Scripture together? The words of the 
psalmist are appropriate: “Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law” (Psa 119:18). Now let us look into God’s Word for the truth 
about grace. Please look up all Scripture references and study them carefully, for 
our source for truth is the Scripture alone. 

1. Simply Defined 
Though the word grace in Scripture has various meanings, we will concentrate 

upon grace as it relates to salvation. Literally, it means a “gift.” A good, short def-
inition is “the unmerited favor of God.” Note that grace is free, or else it would 
not be a gift. Notice also that it results in blessing, implied by the word favor. Fi-
nally, grace has a downward direction—that is, it comes to us from God Himself. 
He is the Fountain of every good and perfect gift (Jam 1:17). 

However, defining grace in so few words is like describing the Grand Canyon as 
“beautiful.” Carefully consider this description of grace. 

The word grace is a kind of shorthand for the whole sum of unmerited 
blessings that come to men through Jesus Christ. Primarily, it describes 
what we, for lack of a better word, have to call an “attitude” in the divine 

                                                           
4 split…hairs – argue over small details, like trying to split a human hair with a knife! 
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nature; and it means the unconditioned, undeserved, spontaneous, eternal, 
stooping, pardoning love of God. 

Further, this grace comes to sinners who are actually God’s enemies (Rom 
5:10), facing His eternal wrath (Nah 1:2; Luk 3:7). This is what we have in mind 
whenever we use the word grace in this booklet. 

2. A Distinction:  Common versus Saving Grace 
God, in His grace, blesses mankind abundantly and in many different ways. 

Scripture speaks of “the manifold5 grace of God” (1Pe 4:10). So when we speak of 
the grace that only believers have received versus the grace that everyone re-
ceives, we must make a distinction. 

God’s grace towards all men is obvious and undeniable. A cartoon once showed 
the neighbors of a pastor wondering why the refreshing rain was falling only on 
his lawn while theirs was parched and dry. When he returned from vacation, he 
explained that he had made arrangements before he left! God does not work that 
way. He makes His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
just and on the unjust (Mat 5:45).  

The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great 
mercy. The LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his 
works…The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in 
due season. Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every liv-
ing thing. (Psa 145:8-9, 15-16) 

God’s grace to all is evident in the spiritual realm as well as the physical. God 
has revealed Himself to all men so that none are completely without a knowledge 
of Him (Psa 19:1-6; Rom 1:18-20). He grants sinners time to repent,6 even if they 
ultimately persist to the end in their stubborn rebellion (Pro 1:22; 29:1). We refer 
to God’s abundant goodness toward all men without discrimination as “common 
grace.” 

By “saving grace,” we are referring to the grace of God that brings salvation (Ti 
2:11). This grace is not enjoyed by all, since it is evident that not all men will be 
saved (Mat 7:13-14). Only believers are saved by grace through faith (Eph 2:8). 
Unbelievers perish, since they do not receive saving grace. 

                                                           
5 manifold – of many kinds, numerous and varied. 
6 repent – Repentance to life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sins 

and understanding of the mercy of God in Christ, does with grief and hatred of his sin turn 
from it to God, with full purpose to strive after new obedience. (Spurgeon’s Catechism, Q. 70; 
available from CHAPEL LIBRARY) 
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Our focus will be upon saving grace rather than common grace. We want to 
learn from Scripture about the grace of God that results in personal deliverance 
from sin and condemnation. 

Study Questions  Lesson One 
Introduction to Grace 

Please read the Introduction and section A before answering these questions.  
 

Very Important Note: We ask you to always use your own words in your an-
swers. The answers to most questions are found in the reading text, but please 
do not merely quote the text for your answer. Rather, read what the text says, 
think about the meaning of what it says, and summarize its meaning in your 
own words for your answer. In this way, you will learn much more than simply 
a “search, find, quote” method for answering the questions. 

Introduction 
Our topic:  free grace (1) 
1. Why is grace of supreme importance? 

Our audience:  Berean Christians (2) 
2. a. What are “Berean Christians”? 
 b. What do they have in common? 
 c. Describe what this is like. 

3. Making It Personal    Are you teachable enough to receive whatever God’s 
Word says, no matter how wrong you have been in the past? 

Our purpose:  Edification (3) 
4. Why are people confused in local churches? 

5. a. What promotes true spiritual unity? 
 b. From what does unity spring? 

What is grace (A) 
Simply defined (1) 
6. a. List five characteristics of grace mentioned in the first paragraph of this 

section. 
 b. Making It Personal    Which of these stands out to you as especially im-

portant? Why? 

7. Re-write the longer description of grace in your own words (as always). 

8. Who does grace come to? 
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9. Describe “common grace.” 

10. What is “saving grace”? 

11. For each of the following Scriptures, write the reference and meaning of the 
part of the verse that is about saving grace.  As always, use your own words 
in your answer. Do not just quote the verse. 

 a. Titus 2:14 
 b. Ephesians 2:8-9 

Lesson Two 
Our Choice and God’s Choice 

B. Our Need of Grace 
Before we can fully appreciate the blessing of God’s grace, we must have a bib-

lical understanding and clear awareness of our own need of grace. 
A simple definition of sin is “disobeying God, or the inner attitude to disobey 

God.” As sinners, we are condemned before God. We deserve God’s wrath both 
now and hereafter. God clearly set forth His requirements to man, and man has 
glaringly, repeatedly, and defiantly fallen short of them. 

Not only do we practice sin, we are sinners by nature. We do bad things be-
cause we are bad by nature. Rebellion against God is ingrained in us. We are in 
bondage to sin, held captive as its slaves. We cannot free ourselves from sin; only 
God can deliver us. The only hope for sinners like us is God’s mighty grace. These 
things are clearly taught in the Word of God. 

1. The Fact of Sin 
Of course, our initial rebellion against God began in the Garden of Eden. God 

permitted our first parents to eat of every tree in the garden except the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Adam and Eve ate of it and disobeyed God (Gen 3). 

Though God was gracious to Adam and Eve, they still produced corrupt, sinful 
offspring. “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one” (Job 14:4). 
Their first son, Cain, expressed his selfish rejection of God by killing his brother 
Abel (Gen 4). A sinful nature has been passed on to all Adam’s sons. “Wherefore, 
as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Rom 5:12). Even from birth, we enter this 
world with a sinful nature. “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my 
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mother conceive me” (Psa 51:5). “What is man, that he should be clean? and he 
which is born of a woman, that he should be righteous? Behold, he putteth no 
trust in his saints; yea, the heavens are not clean in his sight. How much more 
abominable7 and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity8 like water?” (Job 15:14-
16). That speaks of you and me! 

“Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child” (Pro 22:15). The word foolishness 
here comes from a Hebrew word meaning “wayward, quarrelsome, unrestrained, 
guilty.” Though children are often thought of as completely innocent and without 
sin, this is mere illusion. The fire of sin smolders in their little hearts and is 
fanned into a flame as they grow up, except for the grace of God. The only excep-
tion to this, of course, is Jesus Christ our Lord, Who was completely without sin 
(1Pe 2:22-23; 1Jo 3:5). 

These truths are summarized and expressed in the most universal terms in 
Romans 3,  

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out 
of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one…For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God 
(vv. 10-12, 23). 

2. The Bondage of Sin 
The Bible clearly teaches that men are by nature enslaved to sin. Jesus taught 

that only His true disciples really knew the truth and enjoyed spiritual liberty 
(Joh 8:31-32). The Jews who heard Him did not realize how enslaved they were 
and how much they needed the freedom of which Jesus spoke (8:33). Then the 
Lord said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant 
of sin” (8:34). From the surrounding text, it is obvious that the word servant is 
used to mean “slave”—one who cannot free himself from his bonds. Sin is the 
master. That this is the condition of every lost man is explicitly taught in many 
Scripture texts. For example, Romans 6:16 says, “Know ye not, that to whom ye 
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of 
sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” We all begin life in this 
world as servants or slaves of sin. The prophet Jeremiah testified of man, “The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jer 
17:9). Further, we are no more able to do good than anyone is able to change the 
color of his skin or a leopard change his spots (Jer 13:23). 

                                                           
7 abominable – extremely wicked. 
8 iniquity – wickedness. 
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Referring to Simon the sorcerer, Peter said that since his heart was not right 
with God, he was “in the bond of iniquity” (Act 8:20-23). Again, speaking of false 
teachers, Peter taught, “While they promise them liberty, they themselves are 
servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought 
in bondage” (2Pe 2:19). 

Men are also the captives of Satan by nature (2Ti 2:26). He is the god of this 
world, and all the unsaved serve him because he has blinded their minds to the 
gospel so that they cannot see its glory (2Co 4:3-4). Sinful man cannot even know 
the things of the Spirit of God, since they are spiritually discerned (1Co 2:14). 

Sin is so ingrained in us that no human efforts can remove it (Pro 27:22). The 
carnal9 mind cannot obey God’s Law nor please Him (Rom 8:7-8). Apart from 
God’s grace, we do not fear Him (Rom 3:18) nor seek Him (Rom 3:11). We have 
corrupt hearts that inevitably choose corrupt paths. There is no good thing in us 
(Rom 7:18). These passages are a mere sampling of many in Scripture that unmis-
takably set forth our utter inability to do good or to turn from sin. 

In the light of our natural bondage, it becomes powerfully obvious how desper-
ately we need the grace of God to free us. We not only need God to show us His 
glory: we need miraculous healing from spiritual blindness that we might see 
Him. Neither is it enough for God to speak the truth: we need to have our spiritu-
al hearing restored by His Almighty power. God must do more than prescribe the 
medicine: He must raise us from the dead if we are to live. We need no self-help 
plan from God: we are utterly dependent upon God to save us and make us what 
we ought to be. 

C. The Election of Grace 
“The election of grace” is a phrase taken from Romans 11:5, “Even so then at 

this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.” No 
serious Christian can then object to its use. We have heard the question, “Do you 
believe in election?” Of course we do, for we believe the Bible! A more reasonable 
question is “What does the Bible teach about election?” 

1. The Fact of Election 
There are 48 verses (using three Greek words) in the New Testament alone that 

make reference to some kind of election. Some use it in an ordinary way; others 
teach deep truths about Christ, Israel, the Church, and our own salvation. To 
elect means “to choose out of a group.” 

                                                           
9 carnal – fleshly; worldly; unspiritual; sensual; natural as opposed to spiritual. 
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This is illustrated well by the election of officers in the church at Jerusalem 
(Act 6). Certain widows had been neglected in the daily distribution of food; and 
the apostles, who were busy in the ministry of the Word of God and prayer, ex-
horted the congregation to choose from among them seven men to take care of 
this business. “And they chose Stephen…and Philip and Prochorus and Nicanor 
and Timon and Parmena and Nicolas” (Act 6:5). In other words, they picked these 
particular men out of the whole church, passing by other men, to serve the wid-
ows. It is nonsense to speak of electing all, for then no choice would have been 
made. Election is discriminatory, that is, it distinguishes some from the rest. 
“Many are called, but few are chosen” (Mat 22:14). Certainly, this verse implies 
that choice has to discriminate individuals from within a larger group. 

Another example is Jesus’ choice of twelve men to be His disciples. They are 
spoken of as “the apostles whom he [Jesus] had chosen” (Act 1:2). Before His as-
cension, Jesus reminded them of His sovereignty10 in their choice: “Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you” (Joh 15:16). Christ had by-passed many others 
in the world that He might have chosen: “I have chosen you [apostles] out of the 
world” (Joh 15:19). He did not simply offer a general invitation to become His dis-
ciples and then enlist whoever came forward. He called the twelve personally, one 
at a time. 

The Bible teaches that God has chosen some men from among the human race 
to salvation, passing by the rest. “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God 
for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning cho-
sen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth” 
(2Th 2:13). Note the emphasis on God’s sovereignty in this text. Paul thanks God 
for the Christian brethren, because God was the One Who made them Christian 
brethren! That this was ultimately God’s choice is emphasized by the expression 
“from the beginning,” in other words, before the world was even created—
certainly before the saved people at Thessalonica existed. So obviously, God chose 
them, not vice versa. 

Ephesians 1:4 is perhaps even more specific: “According as he [God the Father] 
hath chosen us in him [Christ] before the foundation of the world.” “In Christ” is 
an expression that denotes our salvation as believers. To be “in Christ” is to be 
saved. No Scripture bases election relating to salvation on man’s choice. Men are 
not the choosers, but the chosen of God (Col 3:12; Ti 1:1; and many other similar 
texts). 

John 1:12-13 unmistakably teaches that the cause of the new birth is God’s 
sovereign choice, not man’s will. “But as many as received him [Christ], to them 

                                                           
10 sovereignty – quality of having supreme authority. 
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gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 
which were born, not of blood [that is, not by racial or family privilege], nor of the 
will of the flesh [that is, not by a human father], nor of the will of man [that is, 
the new birth cannot be caused by man’s will], but of God.” Yes, men believe the 
gospel and are saved; but they believe because God chose them, gives them faith, 
and makes them new creatures in Christ Jesus (Phi 1:29; Eph 2:8-9; 2Co 5:17). 

2. The Need of Election 
Considering man’s natural bondage to sin, it is evident how necessary God’s 

election is. Left to himself, man inevitably wanders from God. Even when God 
calls man to fellowship by the gospel, apart from His enabling grace by the Spirit, 
man will not respond. 

Those who reject the doctrine of God’s sovereign choice of the elect have a very 
difficult, if not impossible, question to answer: Why is it that some sinners re-
spond in faith to the gospel and others perish in unbelief ? Are the sinners who 
come to trust Christ more spiritually minded than the others? Are they less blind-
ed by Satan to the glories of the gospel? Are they drawn to Christ by some natural 
goodness within them? Clearly, the biblical answer to all these questions is “No!” 
The unsaved are described as “carnally minded” (Rom 8:5-7). All unbelievers are 
blinded by Satan (2Co 4:4); not one possesses any inherent goodness (Rom 3:10-
18). In fact, in describing the Christians before conversion, Paul classes them to-
gether with the mass of sinful humanity, like those yet unconverted in every way 
(Eph 2:1-3). So we cannot take any credit for the fact that we are saved while oth-
ers perish. 

Apart from God’s election, the only other explanation that some offer to answer 
the question is blind fate. One who rejected God’s sovereignty in salvation tried to 
explain this with an analogy: “Why do some people like chocolate cake while oth-
ers do not?,” as if that solved anything! Do we really believe that the God of Scrip-
ture would thus leave each man’s soul to chance? 

The Bible reveals God as King over all His works; that is, all creation is made, 
ruled, and supported by Him (Psa 145). The Lord does whatever He pleases, not 
only in heaven, but in earth (Psa 115:3; 135:6). Even seemingly random events, 
such as the casting of lots,11 are under His control, as Jonah learned in his experi-
ence (Pro 16:33; Jon 1:7). God has planned the universe from eternity, and now 
He is irresistibly bringing about His plan (Isa 14:24, 27; 46:10-11; Dan 4:35; Eph 
1:11; 3:11). God’s sovereign control includes the free acts of men, both in re-
straining their sins (Gen 20:6) and using their sinful acts to further His divine 
purpose (Act 3:13, 17-18; 4:27-28). God did not create everything and then just 
                                                           
11 casting lots – throwing dice or other objects, using the result to make a decision. 
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permit time and chance to take control! As the old hymn says, “This is my Fa-
ther’s world—O let me ne’er forget, that tho’ the wrong seems oft so strong, God 
is the Ruler yet.” 

12 

3. Gracious Election 
At the root of the doctrine of election in all the Scriptures is God’s undeserved 

favor. God has not chosen any individual or nation to receive blessings, temporary 
or eternal, based on their deserving it (Deu 9:6-8). Those who are saved must real-
ize that their personal favor with God comes purely from His sovereign grace—
not from their own “free will” or chance.  

Some have taught that God’s choice is based on His seeing faith in the sinner 
beforehand. They say, “God chooses those who choose Him.” There are several 
insurmountable problems with this view.  

First, it is without a shred of scriptural support. Appeal is often made to Ro-
mans 8:29 and 1 Peter 1:2 that mention “foreknowledge” as preceding predestina-
tion13 or election, but these texts fall far short of teaching foreseen faith in the 
sinner as the basis of God’s choice. Rather, they are emphasizing that God’s 
choice of some sinners to be saved sprang from His particular love for them, each 
one personally and individually, from eternity. In Romans 8:29, the inspired text 
says, “For whom he did foreknow,” not what He foreknew would happen by an act 
of their own free will. Here it is saying God foreknew people, not events—though 
of course He knows all things. These particular people whom God foreknew, and 
these alone, He predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, as Ro-
mans 8:29 clearly teaches. Thus, the word foreknow cannot merely mean an intel-
lectual knowledge about them, for all people without exception are included in 
God’s omniscience.14 The use of the word foreknowledge in 1 Peter 1:2, dealing 
with the same general topic, ought to be understood in the same sense as in Ro-
mans 8:29. 

The Bible repeatedly uses the word know in a figurative sense to denote an in-
timate and particular love. “And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived” 
(Gen 4:1). Obviously, this was more than a casual friendship with her (compare 
Gen 19.8)! This meaning of intimate and particular love carries over to God’s rela-
tions with His people. To Israel, chosen out of the Gentiles to be holy to the Lord, 
He said, “You only have I known of all the families of the earth” (Amo 3:2); and so 
their sin was even more offensive to Him, as an unfaithful wife’s especially would 

                                                           
12 “This Is My Father’s World” by Maltbie Davenport Babcock (1899), a pastor in upstate 

New York, USA. 
13 predestination – God’s appointment of all things according to His eternal purposes. 
14 omniscience – possessing all knowledge. 
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be to her own husband. Jeremiah heard the Lord say, “Before I formed thee in the 
belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, 
and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations” (Jer 1:5). In typical Hebrew paral-
lelism,15 “knew” is practically equated with “sanctified” (set apart). Before Jeremi-
ah even came into existence, God had an intimate and particular love for him and 
decreed he should be set apart for the holy ministry of a true prophet—a lofty 
grace and rare privilege in Israel. 

Therefore, “elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father” (1Pe 1:2), 
far from teaching that God’s love is conditioned on some foreseen response of 
faith in us, instead insists that God chose certain sinners for salvation on account 
of His intimate and particular love for them from eternity. His divine choice (elec-
tion) is founded upon His particular and intimate love for some sinners (fore-
knowledge). 

Second, the Bible teaches a) faith is a gift from God (Phi 1:29) and b) not all 
men have faith (2Th 3:2). If men cannot have faith apart from God’s grace, then it 
makes no sense to speak of God foreseeing man’s faith, as if he brought himself to 
the point of believing the gospel.  

A third problem with this view is that a number of passages teach clearly that 
the basis of God’s election of particular individuals is merely His sovereign pleas-
ure. While the motivation for His choice is not without reason, it has not been 
revealed to us. 

Consider Ephesians chapter 2: Paul says believers were “by nature the children 
of wrath even as others” (2:3). We lived just as they do. We had the same evil lusts 
they do. The same devil that energizes them used to move us to sin. The only dif-
ference between believers and unbelievers is the grace of God! God made the dif-
ference in us, not we ourselves. “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened [made 
alive] us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up to-
gether, and made us to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph 2:4-
6). God quickened us! God saved us! God raised us up together! And God made us 
sit together with Christ! All Bible believers agree with this, but we must ask: Why? 
Because God is good (rich in mercy, great in love, and full of grace). We were 
helplessly lost except for the powerful, sovereign grace of God! 

In Acts 13:48, we read, “As many as were ordained16 to eternal life believed.” 
The Lord opened Lydia’s heart, so that she believed the gospel Paul preached (Act 

                                                           
15 parallelism – in the Hebrew language, setting two thoughts side by side and drawing com-

parisons or contrasts between them, to make each of their meanings more clear. 
16 ordained – decreed; ordered; predestined. 



15 

16:14). The same God Who spoke light into existence in His original creation also 
shines the gospel light in men whose hearts were before darkened by sin (2Co 
4:6). Jesus taught that the Father in heaven is the One Who hides truths about 
“judgment to come” from the wise, and reveals them to babes, because it seems 
good in His sight (Mat 11:25-26). To the proud church members at Corinth, Paul 
addresses the searching question, “For who maketh thee to differ from another? 
and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why 
dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?” (1Co 4:7). 

There is nothing that brings true evangelical humility to the heart more than 
these doctrines of grace. We desperately need grace because of our sin; and we re-
ceive grace through God’s pleasure, not our own choice. We have no one to praise 
for our salvation but God! 

Study Questions  Lesson Two 
Our Choice and God’s Choice 

Please read sections B and C before answering these questions. Always use your own 
words, in order to indicate your understanding of what you have read. 

Our need of grace (B) 
1. What is a simple definition of sin? 

2. What do we deserve as a result of sin? 

3. a. Why do we do bad things? 
 b. Why is God’s grace the only hope for sinners like us? 

The fact of sin (1) 
4. How has a sinful nature been passed on to all men? 

Use Romans 5:12 in your answer. 

5. What is the meaning of each of the following passages? 
 a. Romans 3:10-12 
 b. Romans 3:23 

The bondage of sin (2) 
6. a. What is it to be a slave? 
 b. Why are men said to be slaves of sin? 

Use John 8:34 and Romans 6:16 in your answer. 

7. Describe what it is to be a slave of sin. 
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The election of grace (C) 
The fact of election (1) 
8. What does “elect” mean? 

9. When Jesus’ chose the twelve apostles, 
 a. Whom did He pass by? 
 b. How did He select these particular twelve? 

10. What is the unmistakable cause of the new birth? 
Use John 1:12-13 in your answer. 

11. Why do men believe the gospel? 

The need of election (2) 
12. Why is it that some sinners respond in faith to the gospel, and others perish in 

unbelief ? 

13. Describe God’s sovereign rule and control. 

Gracious election (3) 
14. a. How does the Bible use the word know? 
 b. What is the meaning of “the foreknowledge of God” in 1 Peter 1:2? 

15. What is the only difference between believers and unbelievers? 
Use Ephesians 2:3-6 in your answer. 

16. According to Acts 13:48, who are the ones who believe? 

17. Who makes the believer to differ from the unbeliever? 
Use Matthew 11:25-26 and 1 Corinthians 4:7 in your answer. 

18. Why have we no one to praise for our salvation but God? 

Lesson Three 
God’s Provision 

D. The Price of Grace 
God’s grace is free to us—but it was costly to Him. In order for God to bestow 

His grace freely upon us, it was necessary for a terrible price to be paid on our be-
half. 
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1. The Wages of Sin 
Sin against God must be punished, “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23). 

We have “earned” death because of our disobedience to God. The universal testi-
mony of Scripture is that the penalty of sin is death (e.g., Gen 2:17; 3:19; 20:7; 
Num 14:29; Eze 18:4, 20; Jam 1:15). God’s justice must be satisfied, as well as His 
mercy. The only way this can be accomplished is if the penalties of God’s Law are 
met. Ultimately, no one’s sins against God can go unpunished. 

2. Christ in Our Place 
This brings us to the very core of the gospel message: “Christ died for our sins 

according to the scriptures” (1Co 15:3). The sacrifice of Christ on the cross was a 
substitutionary, voluntary payment for sins on behalf of helpless sinners, that 
God’s grace might be offered freely, and sinners might be rescued from His just 
wrath. 

That Christ died as a Substitute for others cannot be denied by sincere Bible-
believers. He Himself was completely innocent of any sin; He was absolutely 
righteous in every way. Death had no claim on Christ since He was completely 
blameless, the perfect Example Who pleased His Father in all things (Joh 8:29, 46; 
1Pe 2:21-22). The Scriptures clearly teach the substitutionary nature of Christ’s 
death in many passages (e.g., Isa 53; Rom 5:7-8; 1Pe 3:18). We who believe in 
Christ deserved to be punished as Christ was. We were guilty. We deserved God’s 
wrath, not Jesus. Yet Christ, Who loved us so much, willingly stepped between the 
sinner and God’s wrath and bore the just punishment for our sins (2Co 5:21). 

Grace demanded that an infinite price be paid—the sacrifice of Christ—
because of who was offended by our sins, even an infinitely holy God. The next 
logical question begging to be asked is, “Who receives the benefits of Christ’s 
death?” In other words, for whom did Christ die? Having established the biblical 
purpose of Christ’s death, let us consider the biblical extent of it. 

3. For Whom Did Christ Die? 
This is not a simple question, and neither is the answer simple. Many devout 

Christians believe that Christ died for the whole world, while others, no less de-
vout, believe that Christ died only for His people, that is, the elect. Another reason 
this issue is difficult is that there seems to be scriptural support for both answers. 

The Bible says Christ died for “the world,” for “all men,” and other such expres-
sions. Consider, for example, Isaiah 53:6; John 1:29; 3:16-17; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 
Timothy 2:4-6; 4:10; Titus 2:11; Hebrews 2:9; 2 Peter 2:1; 3:9; 1 John 2:2; 4:14. 
Admittedly, some of these are more impressive as proof texts for universal re-
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demption17 than others are, but advocates of the other point of view must take ac-
count of these and many other similar passages. 

In the light of such texts, what are we to make of other passages that teach that 
Christ died particularly for the Church, also called His “people” and His “sheep”? 
These kinds of texts include John 10:11, 15-16, 26-29; Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:25-
27; Romans 5:8-10; 8:32-33. 

Let us think about a few more direct questions and the answers Scripture pro-
vides. The answers to these specific questions should be just about self-evident to 
any thoughtful Christian, but we will provide proof texts for each. Does Christ’s 
death actually save anyone? Yes (Rom 3:24; 5:9). Does Christ’s death actually save 
everyone? No, or else you must admit that everyone will ultimately be saved and 
enter heaven, which is not true (Luk 13:23-24). Is Christ’s death of sufficient val-
ue to save the whole world, meaning every individual? Yes, for it has infinite 
worth (1Pe 1:17-19). Did Christ die especially for His people (that is, the elect) in 
order to secure their salvation? Yes (see above texts). Can Christ fail to accom-
plish His determined purpose to save His elect? No (Joh 6:44). Should the gospel 
be preached to all people, including the non-elect? Yes (Mar 16:15). Will anyone 
who believes on Christ be turned away? No (Mat 11:28-30; Joh 6:37). Can any sin-
ner justly blame his condemnation on a defect in Christ’s work on the cross? No; 
unbelief is the foul reason for condemnation (Heb 3:19). 

These specific questions are a much fuller way to answer the complex question, 
“For whom did Christ die?” The biblical perspective on this issue is that Christ’s 
death delivers only the elect from their sin and guilt, but Christ is promised to all 
who will believe on Him. If you will believe on Christ, then you can be sure that 
He already paid your sin-debt in full. Scripture never directs us to go tell specific 
sinners that Christ died for their sins in particular, but to preach that Christ died 
for sinners; and if they will repent and believe, He will save them. Christ did not 
die for a mere possibility: He died for His people. 

E. The Attraction of Grace 
Can God conquer the stubborn human will of an unsaved man and bring him 

to faith and obedience? Does God force people to be saved against their will? Es-
sentially, these are the two questions this section is designed to answer from 
Scripture. 

                                                           
17 redemption – deliverance of God’s children from sin through the ransom paid by Christ on 

their behalf. “Universal redemption”: payment for the sins of all people everywhere 
throughout time, through the ransom paid by Christ. 
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1. God’s Power to Save 
“The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he turneth it 

whithersoever he will” (Pro 21:1). Just as God directs the streams to flow one way 
or the other, so He turns men’s minds to one course or another. That is clearly 
the meaning of this proverb. Similar statements are found in Proverbs 16:1 and 
16:9. God is able to change men’s minds. Scripture gives us many case histories 
where this happened. 

Take Artaxerxes, King of Persia, for example. This man was not known for his 
sensitivity to the Spirit of God! Yet he decided to send the Jews in his kingdom 
back to Jerusalem with a fortune out of his own treasury to rebuild the Temple of 
the Lord! And why did he do such a thing? Ezra, with spiritual insight, explains 
the cause: “Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers, which hath put such a thing as 
this into the king’s heart, to beautify the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem” 
(Ezr 7:27). God put it in Artaxerxes’ mind to show this favor to the Jews, though 
naturally he would have resisted such an idea. 

When Israel strayed from God, He turned the hearts of the Gentiles against 
them, so that the Gentiles would be His rod of correction. Such was the case 
when Israel had become numerous in Egypt. The Lord knew how to arouse the 
Egyptians’ wrath against Israel, so that she would cry unto Him for deliverance. 
Incredible as it may seem, Scripture teaches us that God inspired the anti-
Semitism in the people of Egypt, right up to the Pharaoh. “Israel also came into 
Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. And he increased his people 
greatly; and made them stronger than their enemies. He turned their heart to 
hate his people, to deal subtilly with his servants” (Psa 105:23-25). We can see 
how effective God’s influence was when, even after Pharaoh saw the Red Sea part, 
he rushed into it in his madness to slaughter the Hebrews. 

Since God has such complete and awesome control over the minds of men, it 
should not be surprising to us when we read that God draws men to believe the 
gospel and be saved. He takes away spiritual blindness, grants repentance from sin 
and faith in Christ, and imparts eternal life to those dead in trespasses and sins. 

In Acts 16:14, we read of Lydia, the first European convert to Christ. She 
“heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended [i.e., responded] unto 
the things which were spoken of Paul,” which was, of course, the gospel of Christ. 
Lydia’s heart was closed to the gospel before Paul came. God opened her heart, 
and so her heart was open. God did not merely invite her to open her own heart: 
He opened it. Lydia’s response was a result of God opening her heart, not vice ver-
sa. And what God did for Lydia, He can do for anyone, no matter how stubborn. 
He is “mighty to save” (Isa 63:1). 
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To know God and Jesus Christ truly, means to be saved, to have eternal life 
(Joh 17:3). We all are born without the saving knowledge of Christ. According to 
Jesus, it pleases God to hide that knowledge from some and to give it to others, 
resulting in their salvation (Mat 11:25-27). 

Realizing that man is in bondage to His sin, how could it be any other way? 
Man cannot free himself from the chains of Satan and sin; only God can free him. 
And if God delivers a man, he is delivered! Salvation is of the Lord (Jon 2:9). 
Christ is the Author and Finisher of our salvation (Heb 12:2). He does not just 
bring us halfway to salvation and leave the rest to us: He Who began a good work 
in us will complete it (Phi 1:6). 

God is the One Who grants repentance to the self-willed and faith to the unbe-
lieving (2Ti 2:24-26). If God grants repentance, we are repentant; if He grants 
faith, we are believing; if He grants salvation, we are saved! What could be more 
simple? 

2. What about Free Will? 
No doubt, many reading this will think, “Well, what about man’s free will? Does 

not the Bible present man with a choice, either to receive God’s grace, or to reject 
it? Is not our salvation dependent upon our choice?” 

When we speak of free will, we must define our terms carefully. If by “free will” 
we mean that man is morally neutral and might just as easily choose the good as 
the bad, we must reject this completely. Man was innocent before the fall of Ad-
am; but after that, we are born in sin with a sinful nature, or a tendency to sin, 
and with a natural resistance to God. Apart from God’s grace, man is naturally 
corrupt and sinful, and unable, of himself, to choose the good, but clings hard to 
that which is evil because this is his strong preference. We have already shown 
these concepts to be biblical under the heading, “Our Need of Grace.” 

Biblically, man’s will is free in the sense that he may choose what he pleases. 
However, before conversion, we are pleased with sin and hostile to God. Therefore, 
unless God changes our hearts, we could never desire what is holy and true, for 
truth exposes our sin and condemns it (Joh 3:19-21). 

So God does not passively wait for our choice before He begins to effect our 
salvation, or else He would wait in vain. Neither does God force us to be saved 
against our will. Rather, He knows how to turn the will, so that those who were 
previously unwilling to believe on Christ now turn to Him with full permission of 
their will. A children’s song captures the truth so well: 

When God wanted the Canaanites out of His land, 
He sent wild hornets, you know. 
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He did not compel18 them to go against their will, 
He just made them willing to go! 

When God wanted Jonah to go preach His Word, 
And old Jonah fled and said, “No,” 

God did not compel him to go against his will, 
He just made him willing to go. 

God never compels us to go, oh no, 
He never compels us to go. 

God does not compel us to go against our will— 
He just makes us willing to go! 

 

The regeneration19 of each saved person is expressly attributed to the will of 
God. Our willingness to receive Christ is the result of the new birth, not the cause 
of it. This is clearly the truth set forth in John 1:13. Those who receive Christ 
“were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.” The cause of regeneration is God’s will, not natural descent (not of blood). 
Nicodemus had to learn that being Jewish did not guarantee him a place in God’s 
kingdom; he had to be born again. Neither is the new birth caused by a physical 
impulse (not of the will of the flesh). Neither is it caused by human decision, or 
“the will of man.” Yet, many professed Bible-believers go on teaching that in be-
coming a Christian, everything depends on your “decision.” According to them, 
God just patiently waits for you to make the first move, and then God responds to 
you. No! The only cause of the new birth is God’s will, not man’s. James 1:18 
should settle that beyond all dispute: “Of his own will begat he us with the word 
of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.” The God Who 
purposed the salvation of each one He has chosen, also regenerates each one ac-
cording to His sovereign pleasure! 

F. The Triumph of Grace 
Shall Christ die for sinners and yet see no sinners saved? Could it have been 

possible that His death would be in vain? Will God begin to save someone and 
then see them perish after all? Is it possible that a truly saved person could be-
come unbelieving again or lose favor with God? Could God lose the war with Sa-
tan over any soul He intends to save? Scripture gives us God’s guarantee that 
grace shall triumph at last! 

                                                           
18 compel – force someone to do something against their will; coerce. 
19 regeneration – God’s act of creating new life in a sinner by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

resulting in repentance and faith in Christ and holiness of life; the new birth. 
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1. Unfailing Promises 
God’s Word is a treasure chest of precious promises to those who believe it, and 

His promises are absolutely trustworthy and sure to be kept. Many of these relate 
to the triumph of grace in keeping us saved unto the end. Let us note just a few. 

Describing His disciples as sheep, the Lord Jesus Christ promised them the gift 
of eternal life and stressed the security this granted them (Joh 10:27-29). They are 
secure in Christ’s hand, as well as the hand of the Father. This striking picture 
shows us God’s powerful protective care. 

No one admires a quitter. People who are always starting new projects and nev-
er finishing any, display a lack of character. Could we possibly imagine God leav-
ing His work undone? It is ridiculous to contemplate that after three days of 
creation, God could delay at all, much less indefinitely. Salvation is God’s work in 
man. Once He begins by grace to save us, He will not rest until He completes the 
work that He began! That is the thrust of Philippians 1:6: “Being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ.” This day of the Lord is the time of our glorification, when we 
enter our eternal state without sin as children God. 

Because God is not a quitter, neither are His people. It is true that we all need 
to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” 
(2Pe 3:18), but we also have the assurance of being “kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (1Pe 1:5), not 
His faith but ours, given and sustained by His grace. “For whatsoever is born of 
God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith” (1Jo 5:4). The classic biblical text about the relationship of God’s 
work in us and our work as the fruit of His grace is this:  

Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure (Phi 2:12-13). 

If there were ever a formal statement of the absolute triumph of grace in the 
salvation of God’s elect, it is Romans 8:35-39.  

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 
For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
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come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

The rhetorical questions20 of verse 35 all imply and require answering in the nega-
tive. Paul admits that tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, 
and sword are not unlikely experiences of true saints, and finds his proof in the 
Old Testament. Will these things, terrible as they are, destroy the souls of believ-
ers? No—a thousand times no! In fact, they merely give the true Christian the 
opportunity to demonstrate how mighty God’s conquering power in him is! Not 
merely conquerors are those whom God foreknows, predestinates, calls, justifies, 
and glorifies (see 8:29-30), but more than conquerors: “super conquerors!” No 
conceivable possibility will block God’s ultimate purpose in their lives, that is, 
displaying His mercy, love, and grace to them, since they are “in Christ Jesus.” 
This expression, as we already noted, signifies all those who are saved. Being 
saved, they shall always be saved! 

2. Grace from Beginning to End 
Our salvation is by God’s grace from beginning to end. By grace, God planned 

to save us. By grace, He chose those that would be saved. By grace, He became a 
man to live a sinless life and die a sacrificial death. By grace, He rose from the 
dead for our justification. By grace, He brought the gospel message to us. By 
grace, He convicted us of our sin and Christ’s sufficiency as a Savior and Lord. By 
grace, He gave repentance and faith to our hearts. By grace, He made us alive who 
were dead in trespasses and sins. By grace, He makes us holy. By grace, He will 
complete that work. By grace, He will glorify us with Christ. By grace, He will fel-
lowship with us eternally in heaven. God’s astounding grace is one thing that eve-
ryone needs to understand—and for which everyone ought to praise Him! 

Conclusion 

1. A Call to Faith (Believe the God of Grace) 
Though Scripture is plain enough to keep us from confusion, with the Spirit’s 

help, many sincere Christians have resisted fully embracing the biblical doctrines 
regarding grace. I am sure that the truths proclaimed in this booklet will be 
somewhat foreign, or regarded as untrue or exaggerated, by some who read its 
contents. 

Let me ask you, dear reader, have we misquoted any Scripture text? Have we 
interpreted any verse in a way that disagrees with its surrounding passage? Have 

                                                           
20 rhetorical questions – questions designed to make a point and not to produce an answer. 
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we failed to deal with the difficult points in this issue? Have we built our case on 
what “theologians” or other men (who can make mistakes) have said? In all so-
berness, we believe these questions must fairly be answered “no.” 

Let us believe the truth revealed in Scripture, no matter how much it may con-
tradict our ideas held beforehand, no matter how unpopular it may make us even 
among our brethren, no matter how incredible it may seem. God’s Word is trust-
worthy. 

2. A Call to Worship (Adore the God of Grace) 
After thinking about God’s glorious character and His wonderful plan, Paul 

could not help bursting out into praise (Rom 11:33-36): 
O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? Or who hath 
first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, 
and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen.  

 

I know of no other doctrines more supportive of a joyful, reverent, humble, and 
energetic response of worship from us than the doctrines of the grace of God. Let 
us praise our gracious God! 

 
 

Study Questions  Lesson Three 
God’s Provision 

Please read sections D through F and Conclusion before answering these questions.  
Always use your own words, in order to indicate your understanding. 

The price of grace (D) 
The wages of sin (1) 
1. a. Why must God’s justice be satisfied? 
 b. How is it satisfied? 

Christ in our place (2) 
2. Why did death have no claim on Christ? 

3. Describe what is meant by Christ being our “substitute.” 



25 

For whom did Christ die? (3) 
4. a. Write out one Scripture that says Christ died for “all” or the “world.” 
 b. What is the meaning of “all” or “world” in that passage? 

Consider the following explanation in your answer. 

  A. W. Pink explains “all” as follows (the same explanation applies to passages 
using “world”): 

   That the word all is used in a relative and restricted sense, and in such 
case means all without distinction and not all without exception, is clear 
from a number of Scriptures...“And there went out unto him all the land 
of Judea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river 
of Jordan, confessing their sins” (Mar 1:5). Does this mean that every man, 
woman, and child, from “all the land of Judea and they of Jerusalem” were 
baptized of John in Jordan? Surely not. Luke 7:30 distinctly says, “But the 
Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, be-
ing not baptized of him.” Then what does “all baptized of him” mean? We 
answer: it does not mean all without exception, but all without distinc-
tion, that is, [some from] all classes and conditions of men.21 

 
 

5. What does Scripture direct us to preach about the gospel? 

The attraction of grace (E) 
God’s power to save (1) 
6. a. Does God change men’s minds? 
 b. How do we know this?  Use Matthew 11:25-27 in your answer. 

7. What is the result in us when and if God grants, 
 a. Repentance? 
 b. Faith? 

What about free will? (2) 
8. a. In what biblical sense is man’s will free? 
 b. Why can man still not choose for God? 

9. Does our willingness to receive Christ cause the new birth? Why or why not? 

The triumph of grace (F) 
Unfailing promises (1) 
10. What do we learn about the security of believers in John 10:27-29? 
                                                           
21 From chapter 4 of The Sovereignty of God by A. W. Pink (1886-1952), pastor, itinerate Bible 

teacher, author of Studies in the Scriptures and many books. Born in Nottingham, England, 
immigrated to the U.S., and later returned to his homeland in 1934.  



26 

11. Will any of God’s true children quit following Him? Why or why not? 

Grace from beginning to end (2) 
12. What did, does, and will God do by grace? 

Conclusion 
A call to faith (1) 
13. Making It Personal 
 a. Are the truths presented in this course somewhat new to you? 
 b. Will you study these truths further? 
 c. Do you believe these truths? 

The author asked each reader to look up every Scripture reference to see if he has 
used it correctly in context [in its setting]. We encourage this. 

A call to worship (2) 
14. Why are the doctrines of grace so supportive of reverent and humble worship? 

15. Making It Personal 
 a. What are the main lessons you have learned during this course? 
 b. What value is this to you? 

 

________________________ 
 

Thank you for taking this course. 
Please contact your course administrator  

now for your next course. 
 

Put into practice the new insights from your study. Re-read  
the headings and your notes; then review these main  

lessons regularly during the next month. 
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Detailed Course Instructions 
 
1. Procedure for Taking the Course 
a. The reading material for this course consists of the reading text printed at the begin-

ning of each lesson of this study guide. 
b. Before beginning to read, please pray for God’s enabling to learn spiritually. 
c. Before you begin a lesson, please read the reading text completely. 
d. After reading the text, answer the related questions in this study guide. The lessons in 

this course are “open book,” which often enhances learning by removing unnecessary 
pressure. In addition, some questions ask for a personal response, where the answer 
will not be found in the reading material. In this case, we ask only for your honesty 
and best effort. 

e. The questions are designed to be thought through carefully. Several of the questions 
are sensitive; they have to do with your heart attitudes. So please do not rush, or you 
will be defeating the purpose of the course! Answer all of the questions as honestly as 
you can. The answers are confidential. 

f. Do not go to the next question until you have answered the previous one. 

2. Answer pages 
Try to be concise and as clear as possible in your answers. Please write or type your an-
swers on regular 8.5 x 11 inch (A4 metric) paper, or on the preprinted answer sheets if 
provided. Please write clearly and neatly, and if possible print. Note each page with Les-
son #, each answer with Question #, and skip a line between questions 

3. Supplies 
Paper, pen, and Bible are needed to complete your assignments. The King James Version 
is quoted, but you may use another version if you do not have a KJV. 

4. Completion of Assignments 
a. If taking this course with a local coordinator, please follow their instructions. 
b. If you are taking this course as individual independent study (non-graded), save your 

answer sheets for future reference. (Skip the below instructions 5 & 6). 
_________________________ 

 

5. Only if Correspondent Study 
a. Two months are allotted for the completion of this course. You may be granted an ex-

tension by contacting your course coordinator. 
b. Mail your answer sheets to your course coordinator after completing all Lessons 1 to 

3. Only mail your answer sheets, not this Study Guide. They will be returned to you by 
regular mail after grading. Please ensure to write your name, student ID, course title, 
and lesson number on each answer sheet. Please see the sample after the Table of Con-
tents at front. Headings should be in the following format: 

   Your name     student ID     course GAG     lesson number 
6. Written Feedback (only if correspondent study) 
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Spiritual success is not measured by high grades, but by growth in Christ-likeness to 
God’s glory. Therefore, the motivation in taking the course is to see God change your life. 
There are no letter or number grades such as “A” or “100” to be earned. The grader will 
offer comments or suggestions from Scripture in response to your answers. Some an-
swers have no comments because they are correct or personal. 
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